
What to Do about Your Enemies. 
Psalm 35:1-28, Romans 12:14-21 

January 17, 2016 
 

1. We all have                                                                        . 
Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

II Timothy 3:12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted. 
 

2.                                               had enemies. 
I Samuel 19:15 Then Saul sent the men back to see David and told them, 
‘Bring him up to me in his bed so that I may kill him.” 
 

II Samuel 15:10 Then Absalom sent secret messengers throughout the tribes 
of Israel to say, "As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpets, then say, 
‘Absalom is king in Hebron.’” 
 

II Samuel 16:7, 8, 13  As he cursed, Shimei said, "Get out, get out, you man of 
blood, you scoundrel! 8 The LORD has repaid you for all the blood you 
shed in the household of Saul, in whose place you have reigned. The LORD 
has handed the kingdom over to your son Absalom. You have come to ruin 
because you are a man of blood!" … 13 So David and his men continued 
along the road while Shimei was going along the hillside opposite him, 
cursing as he went and throwing stones at him and showering him with 
dirt. 
 

è How did David respond? Read Psalm 35. 
 

3. David was                                                      with God about his feelings. 
Psalm 135:4-6 (etc)  4 May those who seek my life be disgraced and put to 
shame; may those who plot my ruin be turned back in dismay.  5 May they 
be like chaff before the wind, with the angel of the LORD driving them 
away; 6 may their path be dark and slippery, with the angel of the LORD 
pursuing them.  
 

4. David left                                                              to God. 
Psalm 35:1 Contend, O LORD, with those who contend with me; fight against 
those who fight against me.  
 



I Samuel 24:9-10 He [David] said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, 
‘David is bent on harming you?’ 10 This day you have seen with your own 
eyes how the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged 
me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lift my hand against my 
master, because he is the LORD's anointed.’” 
 

I Samuel 26:10-11 “As surely as the LORD lives,” he [David] said, “the LORD 
himself will strike him [Saul]; either his time will come and he will die, or 
he will go into battle and perish. 11 But the LORD forbid that I should lay a 
hand on the LORD's anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are 
near his head, and let's go.” 
 

II Samuel 16:9, 11-12? 9 Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why 
should this dead dog [Shimei] curse my lord the king? Let me go over and 
cut off his head.” … 11 David then said to Abishai and all his officials, “My 
son, who is of my own flesh, is trying to take my life. How much more, 
then, this Benjamite! Leave him alone; let him curse, for the LORD has told 
him to. 12 It may be that the LORD will see my distress and repay me with 
good for the cursing I am receiving today.” 
 

II Samuel 18:5 The king commanded Joab, Abishai and Ittai, "Be gentle with 
the young man Absalom for my sake." And all the troops heard the king 
giving orders concerning Absalom to each of the commanders. 
 

5. The                                                 goes even further. 
è Read Romans 12:14-21 

 
6. Jesus calls us to                                                 enemies. 

Luke 6:27-28 "But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
mistreat you.  
 

7. Jesus                                                    His enemies. 
Romans 5:10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him 
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, 
shall we be saved through his life!  
 

8. _________________ ____________________ was an enemy 
whom Jesus loves. 
 
 



 
What to Do about Your Enemies. 
Psalm 35:1-28, Romans 12:14-21 

January 17, 2016 
 

1. We all have enemies. 
Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

II Timothy 3:12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted. 
 

2. David had enemies. 
I Samuel 19:15 Then Saul sent the men back to see David and told them, 
‘Bring him up to me in his bed so that I may kill him.” 
 

II Samuel 15:10 Then Absalom sent secret messengers throughout the tribes 
of Israel to say, "As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpets, then say, 
‘Absalom is king in Hebron.’” 
 

II Samuel 16:7, 8, 13  As he cursed, Shimei said, "Get out, get out, you man of 
blood, you scoundrel! 8 The LORD has repaid you for all the blood you 
shed in the household of Saul, in whose place you have reigned. The LORD 
has handed the kingdom over to your son Absalom. You have come to ruin 
because you are a man of blood!" … 13 So David and his men continued 
along the road while Shimei was going along the hillside opposite him, 
cursing as he went and throwing stones at him and showering him with 
dirt. 
 

è How did David respond? Read Psalm 35. 
 

3. David was honest with God about his feelings. 
Psalm 135:4-6 (etc)  4 May those who seek my life be disgraced and put to 
shame; may those who plot my ruin be turned back in dismay.  5 May they 
be like chaff before the wind, with the angel of the LORD driving them 
away; 6 may their path be dark and slippery, with the angel of the LORD 
pursuing them.  
 

4. David left vengeance to God. 



Psalm 35:1 Contend, O LORD, with those who contend with me; fight against 
those who fight against me.  
 

I Samuel 24:9-10 He [David] said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, 
‘David is bent on harming you?’ 10 This day you have seen with your own 
eyes how the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged 
me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lift my hand against my 
master, because he is the LORD's anointed.’” 
 

I Samuel 26:10-11 “As surely as the LORD lives,” he [David] said, “the LORD 
himself will strike him [Saul]; either his time will come and he will die, or 
he will go into battle and perish. 11 But the LORD forbid that I should lay a 
hand on the LORD's anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are 
near his head, and let's go.” 
 

II Samuel 16:9, 11-12? 9 Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why 
should this dead dog [Shimei] curse my lord the king? Let me go over and 
cut off his head.” … 11 David then said to Abishai and all his officials, “My 
son, who is of my own flesh, is trying to take my life. How much more, 
then, this Benjamite! Leave him alone; let him curse, for the LORD has told 
him to. 12 It may be that the LORD will see my distress and repay me with 
good for the cursing I am receiving today.” 
 

II Samuel 18:5 The king commanded Joab, Abishai and Ittai, "Be gentle with 
the young man Absalom for my sake." And all the troops heard the king 
giving orders concerning Absalom to each of the commanders. 
 

5. The Gospel goes even further. 
è Read Romans 12:14-21 

 
6. Jesus calls us to love enemies. 

Luke 6:27-28 "But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
mistreat you.  
 

7. Jesus loves His enemies. 
Romans 5:10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him 
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, 
shall we be saved through his life!  
 

8. _________________ ____________________ was an enemy 
whom Jesus loves. 



 


