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n A main question many people ask is. “Do I matter?” 
We ask in countless ways 

n Watch me, Daddy! Watch me, Mommy! 
n He/She’s our favorite. 
n Families squabbling over the will of a deceased loved one. 

Grandma’s gravy ladel 
n The way some people dress relates to “Do I matter?” 
n Many of our possessions, achievements etc. are used to tell others – and 

ourselves, “I matter.” 
n In Hialeah we knew we were just as good as the rich and educated people! 
n My identity was tied up in my sports team that when they lost a game, I felt like I 

was a loser! My self worth was at stake. 
n Psalm 8 answers the question, “Do I matter” in a mind-blowing manner. 

 
1.  O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 

earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. 
 

1.1 This psalm is a prayer, addressed to God. 
n ה  (LORD v. Lord)  יְהָו֤
n The God who has given us His name. The Creator God. 
n Personality. Not, “The Force.” 

 
1.2  The LORD is our Lord. 
n ינּו  .Personal and communal. Not a theoretical God. There is a relationship ֲאדֹנֵ֗

 
1.3 The LORD’s majesty is unbounded. 

I Kings 8:27 “But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the 
highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have 
built!” 
 
TR. But not only the galaxies praise Him. 

2.  From the lips of children and infants you have ordained 
praise because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the 
avenger.  
 



2.1  God has enemies. 
n Remember Psalm 2 last Sunday 

Psalm 2:2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather 
together against the LORD and against his Anointed One.   
 

I Peter 5:8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 

n ז ֹ֥  Strength. Translated “praise” here and LXX = ע
2.2 Simple praise is a strong defense against God’s enemies. 

Matthew 21: 16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked 
him. “Yes,” replied Jesus, "have you never read, “‘From the lips of children 
and infants you have ordained praise?’” 

n This Psalm is a prayer of praise. There are many others. 
n Te Deum Laudimus. St. Augustine, “You are great, O Lord …” 

 
3. When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars, which you have set in place 
Psalm 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the 
work of his hands. 

n When I was a kid I would look at the stars and it would scare me! 
TR. The Psalmist had the same experience. 

4.  what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man 
that you care for him?  

n An infinitesimal speck of consciousness in a vast, limitless universe. 
n  ְֽפְקֶד Care for, Visit. 
n Incarnation. Gospel. 

 
TR. Do I matter? Let’s read what the psalm says about humans. 

5. You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glory and honor.  

n What heavenly beings? (ים  ?God?  (LXX αγγελους) Angels (ֱאֹלִה֑
n Image of God.  

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. 

n Man’s chief end 
n Are we lower than angels? 

I Corinthians 6:3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much 
more the things of this life! 

n Nevertheless, we are each gloriously created! 



Psalm 139:13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my 
mother's womb. 

n We are crowned with glory and honor! 
n Evolution, Philosophy etc. 
n We’ve been raised in a culture that says we are an evolved accident. 
n If that’s true, no one really matters. 
n But the Bible says God made you and visited you and crowned you with glory and 

honor. 
n Also talks about Incarnation. 

Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, 
now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by 
the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
 

6. You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put 
everything under his feet: 7 all flocks and herds, and the 
beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the 
sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.  

Genesis 1:28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the 
birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."   
 
        6.1 We have work to do. 
John 14:12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I 
have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am 
going to the Father. 
 

   6.2 I matter to God. 
n Others  matter to God. 
n Treat them appropriately. 
n Tell them. 
n Witness to them. 

6.3  You matter to God. 
6.4 You matter to me. 

n Yes, you matter incredibly. 
n You matter infinitely BECAUSE you matter to this great, personal, infinite God. 

 
9.  O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the  
earth!  
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