
Good News of Great Joy 
Luke 2:7-20, Psalm 98:1-9 

December 24, 2015 
 
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  11 Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.   
 
Intro: The Bible talks a lot about joy. You might not know it by looking at many 
Christians. 
 

1. Joy > Happiness. 
n I was happy when I got Mr. Machine. I was sad when it broke before supper. 
n New Car / wreck 
n New House / Payment 
n New boy or girlfriend / break up. 
n Your favorite team wins a big game / you’re a Dolphin fan like me. 

 
n Happiness depends on what happens to you. Joy is what is at work within you.  
n Happiness is circumstantial. Joy is abiding. 
n Happiness is outward, Joy is inward. 
n Happiness is a mood, Joy is an attitude. 
n Happiness is an emotion, Joy is a character trait. 
n “God rest ye merry gentlemen.  … Tidings of comfort and joy!” 

 
2. Good News = Gospel. 

 
3. Christ: Anointed one. God keeps His promises. 

 
4. Lord: Incarnation. 

 
5. Savior: 
n Death (Loved ones who aren’t here; Mike R. Jim Bixler in heaven.) 
n Sin and Guilt 
n Sin and Bondage (Turkish Delight) 
n Political. If all followed Him all would be great! Someday all will! 
n Healing. (Who Ya Gonna Call?) 

 
TR. Joy = Jesus, Others, Yourself. Better: 
 



6. J0y = Jesus [zero] Yourself.  
Nothing between you and Jesus 

n Like Mary holding baby Jesus against her face. Skin to skin. 
n John 15:11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that 

your joy may be complete. 
(Comes from abiding in Him and obeying Him.) 

n Christ living in us through the Holy Spirit: The fruit of the Spirit is … joy …! 
 

n Hidden, unconfessed sin. 
n Plans. (Maybe ungodly, maybe just self-determined) 
n Grudges or unforgiveness 
n Fear 
n Doubts, a skeptical (scientific?) attitude. 
n Another religious tradition.  

(You recognize Jesus is a prophet or an Avatar or great teacher, but not as the 
Savior, Christ, the Lord. How can He give you His joy?) 

 
n I went for a long walk this afternoon, and the Lord showed me some things that 

were getting between Him and me. They were blocking my joy. 
 
What is between you and Jesus? Put it in your hand.  
Release it to Jesus and ask Him to take it away. 
In it’s place, receive His Salvation.  
Receive His love.  
Receive intimacy with Him. The Savior. Christ, the Lord. 
In its place receive His joy. 
 
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  11 Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.  
 


