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Turkish Delight 
Hebrews 12:1-14, Jeremiah 2:19-29 

December 13, 2015 
 
The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe. Pp 33 & 38 
 
Anne Herring of the Second Chapter of Acts composed an album 
called The Roar of Love. It is based on The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe. 
 In “Tell the Truth,” Lucy tries to get Edmund to confess to their 
older brother and sister not only that he has been to Narnia, but 
that he has encountered the White Witch. She urges him to tell 
them … 
 
“That you saw her 
Felt her 
Ease your mind and soul with pleasure 
Spellbound 
You’ve found 
That she’s robbed you of your life 
You’ve been taken 
Mistaken  
Into her den of lies 
Turkish delight what surprise 
Just by one bite hypnotized” 
 
     Later (sounding remarkably like Stevie Wonder), in a song 
called “Turkish Delight,” Edmund sings, 
“I feel like I’m wrong somehow 
And yet can’t break my vow 
That I’ll return surrendered 
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Somehow she’s captured me 
Grabbed me so I can’t flee 
From this bound down feeling.” 
 
n  Ultimately Edmund betrays own brother and sisters just so 

he can get another taste of the evil queen’s Turkish Delight. 
Edmund does not realize that Turkish Delight is delicious 
poison for his soul. 

 
 

1. C.S. Lewis’ “Turkish Delight” is a great symbol for 
besetting sin. 

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 
a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let 
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  

n There is such a thing as “besetting sin.” Or “Habitual Sin.” 
n It’s a weak spot in your armor. 

 
n “Sin that so easily entangles,” (NIV) 
n “The sin that just won’t let go” (CEV) 
n “sin which clings so closely  (ESV) 

 
n Turkish Delight comes in a wide assortment of flavors: 

alcohol or substance abuse, too quick a temper, 
workaholism, gambling or gluttony, materialism, lying or 
laziness.  

n Whatever has you spellbound and hypnotized, whatever has 
captured you and grabbed you so you can’t flee, that’s your 
Turkish Delight. It’s a common problem. Many people are 
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trapped. Your “Turkish Delight” might be different from 
mine. 
- Greed, Lust, Shoplifting, Power, Gossip,  
- Short temper, Sharp-tongue, Hypersensitivity,  
- Manipulation of others to get what you want. 

 
2. Turkish Delight (besetting sin) is addictive. 

Jeremiah 2:25 … But you said, “It's no use! I love foreign 
gods, and I must go after them.” 
 

John 8:34 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone 
who sins is a slave to sin. 
 

Romans 6:16 Don't you know that when you offer 
yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are 
slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are 
slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, 
which leads to righteousness?  

n People usually start with a small taste of Turkish delight. 
“Just one piece.” 

n There is no such thing as “enough” Turkish Delight. It will 
never satisfy you. It will never nourish you.  

n It will only poison you, and your family, and your church, 
and those who love. It is a delicacy of the devil, whose 
purpose, Jesus said, is only to kill, steal and destroy. 

 
TR. That leads me to another point about Turkish Delight. 

3. Turkish Delight (besetting sin) is poison. 
Romans 6:21, 23 What benefit did you reap at that time 
from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things 
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result in death! … 23 For the wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

n Look at sweet little Edmund, sitting in the white witch’s 
sleigh, pumping her poison into his mouth, into his 
system, into his very heart. 

n You can lose everything! 
n Your Turkish Delight can cost you all that is dear to you. 
n Adultery/Marriage. Gambling/Finances. Booze/Job. 
n Lying can cost you the trust of your friends. 
n Hypersensitivity can make it so that people are afraid of 

saying anything to you. 
 
We all have besetting sins, but what do we do about them? 

4. We need to repent from besetting sin. 
Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 
a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let 
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  
 

Revelation 2:5 Remember the height from which you have 
fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you 
do not repent, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place. 

n Wrrrong side of the rrroad!” (Different culture. Change 
lanes.) 

n I gave up smoking, I laid aside my pipe when Jessi was 
fascinated by the smoke rings. “She will not grow up 
thinking this is normal!”  

n It was hard to give up smoking, but the pleasure wasn’t 
worth the risk. 
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5. We need to avoid Turkish Delight (besetting sin). 
I Thessalonians 5:22  Avoid every kind of evil. 
 

II Timothy 2:22 Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

n Chauffer (Richard Roberts) 
n If you’re fasting or on a diet, it isn’t wise to go into the 

kitchen and just smell the soup simmering on the stove or 
the cookies baking in the oven.  

n It’s better to stay as far away as possible.  
n Don’t flirt with sin. Especially habitual sin. 

 
 

6. The best help (or strategy) is to keep our eyes on 
Jesus. 

Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, Who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.  

n Look to Jesus, not to the sin, not to the pleasure.  
(Praising Him seems to work better than asking for help.) 

n Look to Jesus, not to your failure or your shame. It is 
done.  

n Change lanes and be done with it.  
n That may sound cavilier, and that is not what I mean. We 

cannot be nonchalant about our sins, about our Turkish 
Delight and it’s consequences. 

n But neither can we wallow there. Leave it quickly. Put it 
aside. Lay it down. 
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è Christmas came to Narnia when Aslan died for 

Edmund, the traitor, and rose again. 
è Gospel. 
è If you would like to be free from Turkish Delight, raise 

your hand. Pray. Go to a prayer team. 
 
 
 
 
	
 
 
     I love The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis. Early in the story Lucy, 
the youngest of four young siblings, finds her way through a wardrobe to the snow-
draped, mystical land of Narnia. When she returns home, no one believes her.  
     Later, she goes back to Narnia and this time her brother Edmund follows her. On this 
trip Edmund encounters the villainous White Witch, who claims to be the Queen of 
Narnia. Recognizing that Edmund may the harbinger of a fulfillment of a prophecy that 
will bring an end to the queen’s evil reign, she invites him into her sleigh, pries him and 
plies him with a delicious candy called Turkish Delight. Edmund eats and tells the White 
Witch everything she asks. 
     Lewis narrates, “At last the Turkish Delight was all finished and Edmund was looking 
very hard at the empty box and wishing that she would ask him whether he would like 
some more. Probably the queen knew quite well what he was thinking; for she knew, 
though Edmund did  not, that this was enchanted Turkish Delight and that anyone who 
had once tasted it would want more and more of it, and would even, if they were 
allowed, go on eating it until they killed themselves.” (The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis c.1950 First Collier Books Edition 1950 p. 33) 
     When Lucy and Edmund return home the second time, he refuses to admit what 
happened or even that he had seen Narnia. Lucy, however, has heard of the White Witch 
and knows that she is evil. When she tells this to Edmund, we read, “Edmund was 
already feeling uncomfortable from having eaten too many sweets, and when he heard 
that the Lady he had made friends with was a dangerous witch he felt even more 
uncomfortable. But he wanted to taste that Turkish Delight again more than anything 
else.” (Ibid p. 38) 
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1. C.S. Lewis’ “Turkish Delight” is a great symbol for “                          sin.” 
Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 
us.  
 

2. Turkish Delight (besetting sin) is                                                     . 
Jeremiah 2:25 … But you said, “It's no use! I love foreign gods, and I must go after 
them.” 
 

John 8:34 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to 
sin. 
 

Romans 6:16 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to 
obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you 
are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to 
righteousness?  

 
3. Turkish Delight (besetting sin) is                                        ! 

Romans 6:21, 23 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you 
are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! … 23 For the wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

4. We need to                                                  from besetting sin. 
Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 
us.  
 

Revelation 2:5 Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and 
do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and 
remove your lampstand from its place. 
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5. We need to                                     Turkish Delight (besetting sin). 

I Thesallonians 5:22 Avoid every kind of evil. 
  

II Timothy 2:22 Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, 
faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart. 

6. The best help is to keep our eyes on Jesus. 
Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, Who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  
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