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1. Jesus Christ wants us to                                                    in Him through 

abiding in His love, abiding in His Word, prayer, love, and joy … 
John 15:7-11, 16 7 If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  8 This is to My Father's 

glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be My 

disciples. 9 "As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Now remain 

in My love.  10 If you obey My commands, you will remain in My love, just 

as I have obeyed My Father's commands and remain in His love.  11 I have 

told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 

complete. … 16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to 

go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you 

whatever you ask in My name.  

 (Review last week’s sermon, “Wired for Intimacy” at www.WoodburyPres.com.)  
 

2. We                                                                           if we remain in Christ. 
John 15:4-5 Remain in Me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear 

fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless 

you remain in Me. 5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains 
in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do 

nothing.  

  

3. We bear fruit of                                                   , that is, righteous living. 
Luke 3:8-16 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to 

say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out 

of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already 

at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will 

be cut down and thrown into the fire." 10 "What should we do then?" the 

crowd asked 11 John answered, "The man with two tunics should share 

with him who has none, and the one who has food should do the same." …  

 

4. We bear fruit of the                                  , that is, a Christ-like character. 
Galatians 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against 

such things there is no law. 



 

5. We bear fruit of                                                                                            . 
Genesis 1:28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 

number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the 

birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

 

6. When we bear fruit we are                                                   . 
John 15:2-3 He cuts off every branch in Me that bears no fruit, while every 

branch that does bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even more 

fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  
 

Romans 8:28-29 And we know that in all things God works for the good of 

those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For 

those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of 

his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

 

7. If we don’t bear fruit, we are                                                               . 
John 15:6 If anyone does not remain in Me, he is like a branch that is 

thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the 

fire and burned.  (See John 15:2 above) 
 

Isaiah 5:5-6 Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will 

take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down its 

wall, and it will be trampled.  6 I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned 

nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. I will command the 

clouds not to rain on it."  
 

I Corinthains 3:(11-)15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be 

saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. 
 

Revelation 2:5 Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and 

do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and 

remove your lampstand from its place. 

 

8. We                                     in Christ and                                                         or    
 

_____________Christ and                                          . 

 

 

9. We are either                                           or we’re                                            . 
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[I] -- Last week we heard that Jesus wants/invites/commands us 

to abide in HIM 

-- Abiding leads to joy, love,   

-- Prayer, joy, the Word, obedience and love are all ways we 

remain in Christ. 

-- It was like watching Jesus preach. 

 

1. Jesus Christ wants us to remain/abide in Him 

through abiding in His love, abiding in His Word, 

prayer, love, and joy … 
John 15:7-11, 16 7 If you remain in Me and My words 

remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

given you.  8 This is to My Father's glory, that you bear 

much fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples. 9 "As 

the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Now 

remain in My love.  10 If you obey My commands, you 

will remain in My love, just as I have obeyed My 

Father's commands and remain in His love.  11 I have 

told you this so that my joy may be in you and that 

your joy may be complete. … 16 You did not choose Me, 

but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--

fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you 

whatever you ask in My name.  

� We were asked to add 5 minutes a day. I did that – some 

days. 



� How about you? 

 

� [We] We may find it hard to abide. But Jesus tells us how 

important it is.  

� There are really only two alternatives. 

 

� The first alternative is that we bear fruit. 

2. We bear fruit if we remain in Christ. 
John 15:4-5 Remain in Me, and I will remain in you. No 

branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 

vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in 

Me. 5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man 

remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much 

fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing.  

� We don’t focus on bearing fruit but on remaining in Christ.  

� That is, we focus on maintaining that relationship of 

incredible intimacy with Him. 

� As Jesus focused on maintaining an intimate relationship 

with the Father. 

� But what is the fruit that grows out of that?  

� “By their fruits you shall recognize them.” (Matthew 

7:16,20) 

� These are check points on whether we are abiding/ 

remaining in Him 

� “Is it plugged in?” 

 

3. We bear fruit of repentance, that is, righteous 

living. 
Luke 3:8-16 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 

And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have 



Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these 

stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax 

is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that 

does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 

thrown into the fire." 10 "What should we do then?" the 

crowd asked 11 John answered, "The man with two 

tunics should share with him who has none, and the one 

who has food should do the same." … 12 Tax collectors 

also came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what 

should we do?" 13 "Don't collect any more than you are 

required to," he told them. 14 Then some soldiers asked 

him, "And what should we do?" He replied, "Don't 

extort money and don't accuse people falsely--be 

content with your pay." 15 The people were waiting 

expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 

John might possibly be the Christ. 16 John answered 

them all, "I baptize you with water. But one more 

powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals 

I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and with fire.  

� If I am not bringing forth the fruit of repentance, I might not 

be “plugged in.” 

 

4. We bear fruit of the Spirit, that is, a Christ-like 

character. 
Galatians 5:22-23  [19 The acts of the sinful nature are 

obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 

20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, 

fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 

and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn 



you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 

inherit the kingdom of God.] 22But the fruit of the Spirit 

is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against 

such things there is no law. 

� If I am not exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit, I might not be 

“plugged in.” 

 

5. We bear fruit of new disciples. 
Genesis 1:28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be 

fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 

subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of 

the air and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground.” 

� Fruit has seeds. 

� (Many Christians want to be seedless grapes.) 

� The first two leads to the third! 

� That is, if we bear the fruit of repentance and the fruit of the 

Spirit, we will naturally bear the fruit of new disciples. 

� If I am not bringing forth the fruit of repentance, or 

exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit or bearing the fruit of new 

disciples, I might not be plugged in. 

� I might not be abiding or remaining in Christ. 

� So the solution is to restore that intimate relationship with 

Him! 

� The solution is NOT to try to be loving or patient or kind, to 

repent or to make disciples, but to restore relationship with 

Jesus! 

 

 



6. When we bear fruit we are pruned. 
John 15:2-3 He cuts off every branch in Me that bears no 

fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes 

καθαίρει so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are 

already clean because of the word I have spoken to 

you.  

� Pruning looks terrible! No one would choose it in itself. 

� Our hard circumstances, our disciplines prune us. 

 

Romans 8:28-29 And we know that in all things God 

works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 

likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 

among many brothers. 

 

7. If we don’t bear fruit, we are cut off. 
John 15:6 If anyone does not remain in Me, he is like a 

branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches 

are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  (See 

John 15:2 above) 

� Remember the branch I showed you last Sunday? Look at it 

now! 

� (By the way, we may not be able to tell immediately that we 

are cut off. 

� The leaves may still be green for a day or even a week. 

� My cell phone and lap top can go for hours without being 

plugged in. 

� But sooner or later we dry up. 



�  We shrivel up and become useless for anything but 

firewood.) 

 

Isaiah 5:5-6 Now I will tell you what I am going to do to 

my vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it will be 

destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be 

trampled.  6 I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned 

nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. I 

will command the clouds not to rain on it."  

 

I Corinthains 3:(11-)15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; 

he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping 

through the flames. 

 

Revelation 2:5 Remember the height from which you have 

fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you 

do not repent, I will come to you and remove your 

lampstand from its place. 

� I don’t think this means we lose our salvation in the flames of 

hell. 

� But we can lose our blessings. 

� We can lose intimacy with Christ, and the powerful, 

victorious life that comes from abiding in Him. 

� This is serious stuff. If we don’t abide in Him, in that close 

relationship, we’re cut off and wither. This is a call to 

repentance. 

 

8. We abide in Christ and bear fruit or abandon Christ 

and burn. 
 



9. We are either fruitful or we’re firewood. 
 

[You] 

� Eat grapes or some fruit every day to remind you! 

� Inspect your “fruit” daily, and see how well you’re remaining 

in Christ. 

� Again this week, do that five minutes a day. 

� If you did 5 minutes last week, add to a total of 10. 

 

[We] 

� More about 6 Degrees of Separation 

� Jeff Irizarry touring drummer for Peter Furler of the 

Newsboys. 

� Jeff Rupert played with Maynard Ferguson, Lionel Hampton 

etc. 

 

� What if everyone you know was no more than 1 degree of 

separation from Jesus Christ? 

� What if they saw in you the fruit of repentance?  

� The fruit of the Spirit (Love, Joy, Peace …) 

� The fruit of new disciples – maybe even themselves. 

(A member of the Explorers’ Course shared that she came to 

true faith in Jesus Christ during a sermon on “The Ultimate 

Healing” here at Woodbury!) 

 
“If anyone does not remain in Me, he is like a branch that is 

thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 

thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in Me and My 

words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

given you.  8 This is to My Father's glory, that you bear much 

fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples.” (John 15:6-8) 


