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It’s been a great week to be a Roman Catholic in America!  

The Pope at St. Patrick’s, UN, Philadelphia, for the first time ever, addressing Congress. 

It’s enough to make a grown man cry. 

Of course, we’re not Roman Catholic. But what can the pope’s visit mean to us? 

 

1. There was some reason to be disappointed. 

� In the two speeches I heard, he only took a clear stand on capital punishment. 
� He talked about sharing wealth, but not socialism or taxes or how to do that. 
� He talked about compassionate immigration policies, but didn’t outline what 

such policies would look like. 
� He talked about the importance of family but didn’t define the family as being 

based on a marriage between one man and one woman. 
� He said something that reminded you that he was opposed to abortion, but even 

there didn’t make any specific pronouncements. 
� “I grow very weary of the Pope making endless pronouncements about all the 

evils in our society. I wish just once he would preach the Gospel. I wish just once 
he had declared to Congress, "Turn to Christ and be saved!" It saddens me that 
this opportunity has been wasted. Instead of the preaching Christ, we get a 
lecture and list of social ills. Pontificating instead of preaching the one message 
that saves.” 

 

2. On the other hand, this pope gives us a good example of living some aspects of 

the Gospel. 

I Corinthians 11:1 Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

� Identifying with the poor and living a comparatively simple lifestyle. 

� Showing and expressing love for all people. Accessible. 

�  Expresses love for those who disagree with him. 

� Some people think that because he had lunch with AIDS patients, he endorses 

alternative sexual lifestyles – which is quite a stretch. 

� St. Francis of Assisi is reported to have said, “Preach the Gospel at all times. 

When necessary, use words.” 

But notice that even Jesus had to use words! 

 

3. Look at Roman Catholic theology of the Pope. 
16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by man, but by My Father in heaven.  
18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  



19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 

be loosed in heaven." 

 

4. Things we learn from the passage. 

� He has given us the keys to the kingdom.  
16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  

� Gospel. 
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by man, but by My Father in heaven.  

� Knowledge of the Gospel is a mystical thing. Education can’t teach it. We can tell 

it but only the Father, working through the Holy Spirit, can make us grasp the 

truth of who Jesus is.  

� Protestant interpretation tends to say that “the rock” is who Jesus is and faith in 

Him. 
18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  

� Πέτρος,  πέτρᾳ 

� Gates of Hades – the mission of the church is to invade hell. 

� It is important whether you believe Roman catholic doctrine or Presbyterian-

Reformed doctrine or Baptist doctrine etc. There are significant differences. 

� But it is more important that we who know Jesus Christ as the Son of the living 

God be about the business of storming the gates of hell! 

� We do this through “spiritual warfare” and through proclaiming the Gospel – in 

our lives AND in our words. 
19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 

be loosed in heaven." 

� Cf. Matthew 18:18-20 "I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven. 19 Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree 

about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in 

heaven. 20 For where two or three come together in my name, there 

am I with them." 

 

 

 
 


