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Intro: If you could ask God for anything at all, what would it be? 

� Bigger house? Smaller house? 

� Win lottery? 

� Lambourgini? (I just like saying it.) 

� World peace? 

� Health? 

� Wisdom? 

� Someone to love you? 

� Some spiritual gift? 

 

1. I’d like to ask God for _______________________________. 
II Chronicles 1:7 That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, "Ask 

for whatever you want me to give you." 

 

2. God wants us to ask. 
Mark 10:51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The 

blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 
 

Matthew 7:7-11 7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock 

and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; he 

who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.  … 11 If 

you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to 

those who ask him!” 

� It is amazing how many places in Scripture we find where the Lord invites us to 

ask him for things. 

Psalm 2:8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends 

of the earth your possession. 

James 4:2 … You do not have because you do not ask God. 

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

Zechariah 10:1 Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it is the LORD who 

makes the storm clouds. He gives showers of rain to men, and plants of the 

field to everyone. 

Matthew 9:38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 

into his harvest field. 



Matthew 6:9-15 This, then, is how you should pray:  “Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, … 
 

� Many people are too shy to ask God for things. They’ll praise. They’ll confess. 

They might ask for things for others but not for themselves. 

� On the surface this may sound unselfish and noble, but when you think about it, 

it’s really disobedient! God wants us to ask. 

 

3. We continue to ask as we mature. 
Luke 11:5-8 … 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread 

because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up 

and give him as much as he needs.  

� Like a child who pesters, “Please, please please!” until she wears you down and 

you give in or threaten, “If you ask me one more time …” 

� But God seems to be just the opposite. 
 

Luke 18:1-8 1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they 

should always pray and not give up. …  (Parable of the unjust judge.) 

� Don’t just take one chemo treatment and say, “My cancer’s not gone. I quit.” 

� Take just one antibiotic, and you’re likely to get sicker! 

� Don’t just work out once and say, “I’m not thin and in shape. I quit.” 

 College girlfriend gave up jogging for Lent. 

� Why should we pray once and quit? 

� Don’t be disappointed if your healing isn’t granted or your prayer answered the 

way you want want the first time. 

� I have the Prayer Gathering pray for my back more Sunday nights than not. 

� Keep coming back for another dose! 

 

4. We learn to ask in faith. 
Mark 11:24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 

you have received it, and it will be yours. 
 

James 1:6-8   But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he 

who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That 

man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a 

double-minded man, unstable in all he does. 

� Not “wishing harder” but trusting God. 

 

5.  We learn to ask in Jesus’ name. 
John 14:13-14 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son 

may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my 

name, and I will do it. 



 

John 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go 

and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever 

you ask in my name. (See also John 16:23,24,26) 
 

� Not a magical formula. 

� It means to ask with His authority.  

� Like an ambassador. 

� Like a note from a parent or a check. 

� It assumes we know what He wants. 

 

6. We learn to ask according to God’s will. 
I John 5:14-15 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 

ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he 

hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked of him. 

� We learn to discern His will by reading Scripture. 

� We learn to discern His will by maintaining a close relationship with Him. 

Prayer. 

� We learn to discern His will by obedience 

� John 17:7 If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether 

my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 

� Not just “If it be thy will” as an escape clause. 

  

There are some things we know the Lord wants us to ask for. 

6.1 The Lord told us to ask for wisdom. 
James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 

 

6.2 The Lord told us to ask for the Holy Spirit. 
Luke 11:13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him!" 

 

6.3         Many people asked Jesus for healing. 
Luke 17:12-13 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met 

him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, 

Master, have pity on us!" 
 

Mark 9:22-23 “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if 

you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” 23 “If you can'?” said 

Jesus. “Everything is possible for him who believes.” 

� By the way, we can learn from this that Jesus CAN heal us and grant what we ask. 
 



Matthew 8:2-3 A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, 

"Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean." 3 Jesus reached out his 

hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" 

Immediately he was cured of his leprosy.  

� By the way, we learn form this that Jesus IS WILLING to heal us and grant what 

we ask. 

 

 

7 Hezekiah asked for healing. 
Isaiah 38:14 I cried like a swift or thrush, I moaned like a mourning dove. 

My eyes grew weak as I looked to the heavens. I am troubled; O Lord, 

come to my aid!" 

� From our OT Reading we learn that God added 15 years to Hezekiah’s life! 
  

8 We start by asking. 
� In fact, asking for healing is just a starting point, an illustration. 

� We will learn to ask Him for wisdom, like Solomon. 

� We will learn to ask Him for resources. 

� We will learn to ask Him for souls. 

� We will learn to truly ask for His kingdom to come, His will to be done 

For daily bread and forgivness of sins and deliverance from evil 

--- not merely to mouth the words. 

� But just ask! 

 

9 We learn to ask                            our brothers and sisters. 
Matthew 18:19 “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about 

anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.” 

� A month ago, one of our intercessors felt the presence of God, wanting people to 

reach out and He would heal them, and felt His heartbreak as they walked by the 

prayer stations without taking the gifts He has to offer, the gifts He wants to give 

if we will just ask. 

 

10 I will ask God for ______________________________. 
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