“At the Name of Jesus”

Philippians 2:5-11, Isaiah 9:6-7

November 21, 2010

I. FUTRURE: At the name of Jesus every knee should bow.

When Jesus comes in all His glory, as we read in Revelation.

Some will bow in humble, grateful adoration.

Others will bow in defeated subjection
(Buddha, Lao Tse, Mohamed, // Hitler, Stalin, Pol Pot, Kim Jung Ill,)

Romans 14:10-11 For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written: 

   “‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, 
‘every knee will bow before me; 
   every tongue will acknowledge God.’”

Isaiah 45:22-24

 22 “Turn to me and be saved,  all you ends of the earth; 
   for I am God, and there is no other. 
23 By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity 
   a word that will not be revoked: 
Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear. 
24 They will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone are deliverance and strength.’” 
All who have raged against him will come to him and be put to shame.

II. But what happens now in the name of Jesus?
1. Jesus is present when people gather in His name

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 

2. Countless acts of kindness are done in the name of Jesus.

Mark 9:41 Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to the Messiah will certainly not lose their reward. 
3. People are baptized in the name of Jesus.

Acts 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

4. God answerers prayer in the name of Jesus.

John 14:13-14 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

5. People are healed in the name of Jesus.
Acts 3:6, 16  6.Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” …
16 “By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see.”
6. God works miracles in the name of Jesus.
Acts 4:30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”

(7.1) Demons are cast out in the name of Jesus.

Mark 9  38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” 

   39 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not against us is for us.
(7.2) Acts 16:16-18 16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.
III. Testimonies:

A. Facebook: “Help me write my sermon. How and why do you praise Jesus?”

K  Because HE knows everything about me, every big and little sin, and loves me totally! Because He conquered this world - He has everything under control! Because He is God - He made us! 
R I praise HIM because I was created to praise Him. If I don’t worship, I go against the essence of why I was created. I praise Him because He deserves celebration. I praise Him because He chose me to praise him. I praise Him because of HIM. I praise Him because I don’t want anyone else to enjoy my joy of Praising him. How? I get up in the mornings and I make it my purpose to imitate him. I think about him. I praise Him in song and dance, but also in tears. Out loud in the park, in silence in bed. 
T Because his very presence is so glorious that I can't help but praise him! All of creation praises God. We were created to glorify him. Bringing him glory, somehow, makes us more human. I feel more like "me" when I praise God. 
L. Why, because He is worthy. How, with My every breath. 
 E I keep thinking of the song. To know know know HIM is to love love love him....and I do. 
K  because Heaven is peaceful and He is still on His throne while everything is going crazy here, and I need that peace. Never mind the fact that He created ALL things, and yet He knows all of the hairs on my head (even the ones I fried with my straightening iron), and loves us humans, despite all the crap we're pulling. That's true love. 
R  in every deadly space, 'cause he is alive.
M  In all of my studies of various religions from all over the world, none other is centered around a deity who loves humanity SO MUCH He would sacrifice himself for the salvation of those who would kill him. This is why He is the One and only for me, and I praise him by banging on my drums!
Rod, I saw this last night when you posted this. I’ve had it on my brain every since. The phrase, “How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.” comes to my mind at the quickest.

Just that question, I suppose is a sermon in itself. Because He’s worthy. Savior, Lord, Matchless King, Creator, Healer, Friend. I spent so many years of my life, as you may know, suicidal. Not really even believing in heaven, just wanting an end to the pain. If not for Jesus, I know I would have followed through. From the time I was a small child, even before I was aware of it, I have always had a love for Jesus. My mom says that I loved to sing, especially songs about Jesus. I believe He was present and protected me from some of the things that could have happened. Someone once prophesied over me and said that I had entertained angels unaware. 

Now, my relationship with my Savior is quite different. A relationship with Him, not just an anchor- He will always be that but so much more. With this pain condition, I can admit that I long for heaven at times but it has to do now with experiencing more of Him, not a longing for escape. I can imagine what heaven will be like. Wow. So many years of just trying to get away from troubles(most of my own doing). Now just a longing to worship and enjoy more of my Savior.

It’s weird that you asked this last night because I’ve been struggling with the balance between trust, healing, and being content where I am. I’m still trying to find that balance. I attend a Pentecostal church now and so many say that when my belief level is there, then I’ll be healed. Maybe I am still the cynic who has lived and worked in a little too much reality. It just doesn’t seem like my Savior would make me say it, do it, think it just right before He will move.

So, I Choose to praise Him, just because He is. Because He saved me. Because He loves me. He loved me first and will love me last.

How? I praise Him by believing even when my healing isn’t here. I praise Him in my quiet time, as I sit here and write. With my thoughts and my actions.

Oh, What A Savior! What a Prince of Peace we have!
Thanks for asking. I’d love to see/hear what you come up with.
Love In Him,

B. What about you? How and why do you praise Jesus?
IV. Don’t just tell me. Tell Him! (Praise time)
I believe the Lord has been calling us as a church to praise Him. (Preparing last week’s sermon)

God confirmed that to the Session Tuesday night and called us to praise and adore Him.

We will sing songs. Sing to Him. Express your love to Him. Praise His name.

There will also be times for prayer. Speak out loud your praise to Him.

Jesus wants us to praise Him.

He doesn’t do this because He has a big ego. 

He does it, I believe, because He knows that in praise WE find joy and strength. 

We draw closer to Him and our faith is built up.

He IS the King of kings and Lord of Lords.

God does wonderful things in the name of Jesus.

(Healings, answered prayers, changed lives)

Someday, at the name of Jesus every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

So let’s praise Him now. You can stand /kneel/raise your hands/bow your head/bow your knee. Let’s praise the name of Jesus.






