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     We are about to begin an exciting spiritual adventure. The next six weeks will be a time of growing in our faith and drawing closer to God. Many Christians know they should spend daily quiet time with God, reading the Scriptures and praying, but they’re not sure how to start. They don’t know what to read. This booklet is designed to help you jump those hurdles.

     For six days for each of the next six weeks you will find printed in these pages a daily Bible reading, a few “Discovery Questions” to help you read carefully, some brief reflections on each passage we read and a guide to prayer. Each devotional can be done adequately in about 20 minutes, though sometimes you will want to spend a longer time. One of our hopes is that by the end of this six weeks, people who are not currently in the habit of having daily quiet time with God will have developed that habit. There is nothing more essential to our spiritual growth.

     This booklet is written for the members and friends of Woodbury Presbyterian Church, and each of the weeks focuses on one aspect of our mission statement. The mission of Woodbury Presbyterian Church is to make growing disciples of Jesus who:

ADORE God through powerful, Spirit-filled worship,

CARE for others with acts of compassionate service,
TEACH believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus,

INVOLVE people in a fellowship of Christlike love and

OFFER God’s gift of

NEW Life in Christ to our community and the world. 

     This is what we mean when we call ourselves “God’s Love in ACTION.” At the end of the book a “bonus key” on material possessions is included.

     This booklet is part of the ACTION Academy. When you finish doing all the devotions, you are asked to fill out an evaluation form at the end of the booklet and send it to the church. This is how we will record that you have completed this course. You should do all the devotionals in order, even if you get behind a couple days. If you don’t finish in six weeks, don’t have a heart attack. Keep reading and praying. You’re developing a godly habit, not running a race.

     To get the most out of these devotionals, you will want to do all they ask you to do. When you are asked to write, please write. Especially after the third week you will be asked to make some 3x5 cards to carry around with you to help you meditate on Scripture. Please do that. These devotionals are practical. Do not merely read about these devotional practices, actually do them. Only then will they help you grow in Christ.

     Someone once said, “Writing is easy, all you have to do is open a vein and bleed.” More than anything I have ever written, I have found that to be true with these devotionals. The only way I knew to give you anything at all valuable was to invite you into my own prayer closet and share with you the practices that nourish and strengthen me. The prayer closet is a very personal place, perhaps the most personal place in our lives. And I was honestly reluctant -- okay, petrified to let anyone else in. However, writing these devotionals has been one of richest spiritual experiences of my life.  I pray you will be as blessed in doing them as I have been in writing them.

In Christ’s Love,

Rod Pinder
Key 1:  ADORE God through powerful, Spirit-filled worship.

Day 1  We Were Made for Worship

Opening Sentences:      Psalm 95:6-7a

Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. 

Opening Prayer
Dear Lord, you made us in your image so that we could live in your love. Draw me close to yourself today as I enter your gates with thanksgiving and your courts with praise, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Psalm 100.      (Read slowly and thoughtfully)

1 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

2 Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 

3 Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. 

5 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

Discovery Questions.

1. According to verse 1, who should worship the Lord? __________________________

2. What are two appropriate attitudes for worship, according to verse 2?


_____________________________


_____________________________

3. Verse 3 gives us three reasons why we should worship God:

        
 - The Lord is _________________

        
- It is He who _____________________  ___________


- We are ___________.

4. Verse 4 tells us to enter God’s presence with ____________________________


and ___________________________.

5. Three more reasons to thank and praise God are found in verse 5:


- The Lord is _____________,


- His ___________________ endures,


- His ___________________ continues.
Scripture Reflections.

     Two big truths jump out at us from this Psalm. First, God made us for a loving relationship with Himself (verse 3). Second, worship is to be joyful!  The two are connected. Because we are designed and created to live in fellowship with God, we find true joy in worshipping Him. 

     Remember that the “chief end” or ultimate purpose of human life “is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.”  All Christians look forward to heaven, where we will spend eternity praising God. When we worship him here and now, we experience a foretaste of heaven.

     Too often people see worship as a boring chore. However, when we think of it as an opportunity to come into the presence of the One who made us, whose love endures forever and whose faithfulness continues to all generations, it makes us want to shout for joy.

     Take a moment now to envision yourself entering through the Lord’s gates and coming before the very throne of God.

Prayers

     O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger. 

     When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field,  the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. 

     O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! (Psalm 8:1-9)

     I praise you, O God, for the beauty of all you have made. I see your glory in planets and stars and rivers and streams. I see your faithfulness in the sunrise and sunset and falling rain. I hear your voice in thunder and music and the giggle of a child. I praise you because you made me and, in Jesus Christ, you made me yours forever. 

     Thank you for the joy of family and friends ...


of meaningful work to accomplish your purposes in the world ...


of fresh insights that challenge me to grow ...

  
of the sweetness of your presence in worship.

     Because you are a God of great compassion, I am bold to ask you to


comfort those who are lonely ...


care for those who are unemployed ...


stimulate those whose faith is stagnant ...


and to use me as a vehicle for your love in the lives of others.

I thank you for the privilege of worshipping you with others who love you and seek you, and I ask your blessing on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who dedicate their talents and time to help us adore you through powerful, Spirit-filled worship.   


For the elders on our “Adore” team: Jim Lau and Gladys Dombrowski 


For our Interim choir director:  

For our accompanist:  Kate Judge
For the Lord to provide an organist


For our choir members; (Sopranos: Stephanie Butler, Cathy Baust, Bonnie Lau, Glenys Gumbs, 
Gail Buford and Shirley Hansen) 



For the greeters and ushers (Jim Hansen)








For our church secretary: Dahana Nieves
For those who prepare the PowerPoint presentations:  Joe Golden and Shirley Hansen
For the praise band: Mike Pinder, Bob Watkins, Kate Judge and Mindi Smith, Stephanie Butler, Ray Smith, Bryan Cole, Rod Pinder,  

For the worship leaders, led by Jim Hansen

For our preacher: Rod Pinder
For the sound engineers: Frank Figearo, Joe Golden and Bob Buford
Bless them for their faithfulness, Father, and use them as instruments in your hand, to help make the worship we offer you glorious. Use me also, that I might joyfully offer myself to you in worship.

[Pray for the concerns and celebrations on the church prayer list. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.]

Closing Prayer:
     You above all, O God, are worthy of my praise. Thank you for this time in your presence. As I go from here, be my companion and guide, that I may be with you day and night. Let me adore you with every moment of my life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.    


Key 1:  ADORE God through powerful, Spirit-filled worship.

Day 2 Worship in God’s Presence 

Opening Sentences:  Psalm 42:1-2

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?
Opening Prayer:

Nothing in life is more precious than your presence, O God.  Bring me into your beautiful courts that I may praise you. Let me enter your dwelling place that I may please you through Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen

Scripture Reading:  Psalm 84 (Read slowly and thoughtfully)

     1 How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty! 

2 My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 

     3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young-- a place near your altar, O Lord Almighty, my King and my God.

4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. Selah 

     5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on pilgrimage. 

6 As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a place of springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 
7 They go from strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion. 

     8 Hear my prayer, O Lord God Almighty; listen to me, O God of Jacob. Selah 

9 Look upon our shield, O God; look with favor on your anointed one. 

     10 Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless. 

12 O Lord Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you. 

Discovery Questions

1. Verse 2 describes the passionate longing the psalmist has for God’s presence.


“My soul _______________________, even _______________________, 


... my heart and my flesh _____________  ________________ ...”

Notice that his whole being -- soul, heart and flesh -- has this deep desire for God.

2.  According to verse 4, those who live in God’s presence are blessed because they are constantly ____________________ God.

3. According to verse 10, one day in the presence of God is better than a thousand ________________________. (Does that include the beach? The ski slopes? The mall? The golf course? Is there any place it doesn’t include?)

4. The psalmist would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. What are the tents of the wicked nowadays? (Adult Night Clubs? Casinos? Certain web sites or chat rooms? The “gossip fence?” The mall? Other _____________?) Why is it better to be in God’s house than any of those places?
Scripture Reflections

     The psalmist describes the beauty of God’s earthly temple and how he hungers to be where God resides.  The writer knows that no experience on earth is more gratifying than to be in the presence of God, to bask in his radiance and revel in his love. He even expresses envy at the swallow and sparrow who can build their nests so close to the temple.

     Today no one can enter the earthly temple. It was destroyed in the year 70 AD and has never been rebuilt.  However, you and I are privileged to do something far greater than go to the temple in Jerusalem.  Hebrews 10:19-22 says, “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.”  And Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”

     Because of God’s mysterious grace in Jesus, we have the freedom to “enter the Most Holy Place,” to “draw near to God,” to “approach the throne of grace.”  This is deep, mystical truth. When we worship God -- whether in our private devotions or when we gather as a church -- we come into the dwelling place of God.  And when we praise God with lives of faithful devotion, we inhabit God’s address.

     In a moment of silence, become aware of God’s loving presence with you now. Draw near to him in prayer and praise.

Prayers
     We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord, all creation worships you, Father everlasting. To you, all angels, all the powers of heaven, the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

     The glorious company of apostles praise you. The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. Throughout the world the holy church acclaims you; Father, of majesty unbounded, your true and only Son, worthy of all praise, the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

     You, Christ, are the king of glory, the eternal Son of the Father. When you took our flesh to set us free you humbly chose the Virgin’s womb. You overcame the sting of death and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. We believe that you will come, and be our judge. Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the price of your own blood, and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. [“Te Deum Laudamus” (traditional)]

     How worthy you are, O God, of all my worship.  You fulfill the deepest longings of my heart.  You satisfy the cravings of my soul.  Even my flesh finds contentment in you.

     Father I pray for those who are empty.  Provide food for those who are hungry, love for those who are lonely, encouragement for those who have abandoned hope. 

     I pray for people who try to soothe their emptiness with things that mollify for the moment, but bring no lasting fulfillment: for those addicted to drugs or alcohol or pornography; for those hungry for power, prestige or wealth and what it can buy; for those who seek satisfaction in revenge or accomplishment or the approval of others. I pray for myself when I fall prey to deceptions like these.  Remind us all, dear God, of the fullness we find in your presence through Christ. Bring us again to the throne of grace, that our lives may overflow with your goodness, and spill over into the lives of those around us.

     We pray for those who govern us, President Obama, congress, Governor Crist. We pray for those who protect us, the military, police, fire fighters and rescue workers. We pray for those who pray for us, and thank you for their witness in our lives.

     I thank you for the privilege of worshipping you with others who love you and seek you, and I ask your blessing on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who dedicate their talents and time to help us adore you through powerful, Spirit-filled worship.   


For the elders on our “Adore” team: Jim Hansen and Gladys Dombrowski 


For our choir director:  

For our accompanist:  Kate Judge
For the Lord to provide an organist


For our choir members; (Altos:  Sue Zimmerman, Inger Oestreich, Lorna Betteridge) 



For the greeters and ushers (Jim Hansen)

For our church secretary: Dahana Nieves
For those who prepare the PowerPoint presentations:  Joe Golden and Shirley Hansen, 

For the praise band: Mike Pinder, Bob Watkins, Kate Judge and Mindi Smith, Stephanie Butler, Ray Smith, Bryan Cole, Rod Pinder,

For the worship leaders, led by Jim Hansen

For our preacher: Rod Pinder
For the sound engineers: Frank Figearo, Joe Golden and Bob Buford
Bless them for their faithfulness, Father, and use them as instruments in your hand, to help make the worship we offer you glorious. Use me also, that I might joyfully offer myself to you in worship.

[Pray for the concerns and celebrations on the church prayer list. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.]

Closing Prayer:
     You above all, O God, are worthy of my praise. Thank you for this time in your presence. As I go from here, be my companion and guide, that I may be with you day and night. Let me adore you with every moment of my life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.    


Key 1:  ADORE God through powerful, Spirit-filled worship.


Day 3 Worship is Personal 
Opening Sentences  Mark 1:35

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.
Opening Prayer (Feel free to sing this prayer, written by Laurie Klein)

I love you, Lord, and I lift my voice to worship you. Oh, my soul, rejoice! Take joy, my King, in what you hear: May it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear.
Scripture Reading: Matthew 6:1-18 (Read slowly and thoughtfully)
     1 “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

     2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

     5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

     9 “This, then, is how you should pray: 

“’Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us today our daily bread. 

12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’

     14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

     16 “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”

Discovery Questions

1. In this passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus talks about three “acts of righteousness.”


- In verses 2-4 he teaches us what to do when we _______________ to the needy.


- In verses 5-15 he teaches us what to do when we ________________________.

- In verses 16-18 he teaches us what to do when we ______________________.
2. According to verses 2, 5 and 16, the “hypocrites,” who do their acts of righteousness to be seen by other people have already received their full __________________________.

3. According to verses 4, 6, and 18, _________  ________________________ sees and rewards what is done in secret.
Scripture Reflections

     True intimacy requires time “alone together,” one on one.  This is true in marriage, in our closest friendships, and in our relationship with God.  Our opening sentences today gave us a glimpse of how Jesus spent time alone with the Father. He got up early in the morning  “and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.”  Luke 5:16 tells us that this was not an isolated incident, but part of the way Jesus lived. “But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.”  If Jesus needed to set aside time to be alone with the Father, how much more do you and I need to make time for intimacy with God?

     The fact that you are reading this devotional probably means that you are establishing the excellent habit of daily time with God, or you are continuing that habit. Either way, you are to be commended.  Better than that, you are to be rewarded! But the true reward does not come from my congratulations, or anyone else who may know that your quiet time is sacred and important to you.  Your true reward comes from your Father in heaven, who sees what you do in secret.  The Lord is pleased that you want to spend time with him. That in itself is a great reward. But there are even greater rewards ahead. The Lord wants you to know him in every crevasse of your soul. He wants to teach you about his ways. He wants to show you depths of his love that you have not yet imagined.  

     The praise of other people can be so seductive. We naturally want to be thought of as “good people.”  But if we use our religion as a means to impress other people, then once they’re impressed, we have our reward. God’s rewards are less tangible, but they are also immeasurable. When you give, pray and fast, do it for an audience of One. The important thing here is that our focus be on God, not the opinions of other people.

     A quick word about fasting. Notice that in verse 16 Jesus did not say “If you fast” but “When you fast ...”  Fasting is a valuable but often neglected practice that enhances spiritual growth.  There are different types or levels of fasting. You may abstain from one particular part of your diet (meat or chocolate or soda) or you may abstain from solid food, but drink juices. Or you may go without food or drink altogether. Likewise, you might fast for one meal, for a day or for several days. A day long fast usually lasts from supper to supper.  Devote the time you would have spent eating to prayer. And when you crave whatever it is that you have given up, remember to hunger and thirst for righteousness (Matthew 5:6).  Andrew Murray put it well in the devotional classic, With Christ In the School of Prayer, when he said, “Prayer is the one hand with which we grasp the invisible; fasting, the other, with which we let loose and cast away the visible.”  

     (Another fine practice that is often associated with fasting is to give the money you would have spent on food to those who are hungry. Perhaps donate it to our “2 Cents a Meal” ministry or buy canned goods for the food pantry.)
Prayers
     [A helpful guide to prayer is to let the outline of “The Lord’s Prayer” remind you of subjects you want to bring before God. Below is an example. It is very easy to devote an hour to prayer using this form. Today, however, you may want to limit yourself to two minutes on each section of the prayer. The suggestions printed in brackets are there to get you started.  You can use this spiritual exercise any time. I believe it will enhance your prayer life as it has done for many other Christians through the centuries.]

"`Our Father in heaven, 

[What are some ways in which God is like (and better than) a loving parent?  Thank him for those.]
hallowed be your name, 

[For a moment, forget your schedule and agenda and focus on God’s pure holiness and splendor.]
 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

[Wherever God’s will is done, there we find his kingdom.  What are some ways he wants you to do his will on earth? Will you do it? Talk to him about that.]
Give us today our daily bread. 

[Ask the Lord to meet your needs (food, shelter, companionship, spiritual fulfillment etc.) and the needs of others.]
Forgive us our debts, 

[Confess any failures and shortcomings in your life. Ask God to forgive you and help you to improve. Thank him for his forgiving mercy in Jesus Christ.]
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

[Consider your earthly relationships.  Are there any that need reconciliation?  Ask God to show you what to do, and to strengthen you to do that.]
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.
[Ask God for strength in any areas of moral or spiritual weakness. Pray for the ability to overcome the devil.]
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

[Consider living in God’s kingdom, experiencing God’s power and beholding God’s glory forever. Thank him that, through Christ, that is your destiny.]  Amen.
Key 1:  ADORE God through powerful, Spirit-filled worship.

Day 4 We worship God together

Opening Sentences      Psalm 34:3 

“Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together.”

Opening Prayer

Thank you, Lord, for the privilege of coming into your presence again today.  I pray for my sisters and brothers who are also seeking you daily. Thank you for their prayers for me.  Be with us when we come together on Sunday and join our hearts and voices in glorious praise.
Scripture Reading: Psalm 122 (Read slowly and thoughtfully)
     1 I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

2 Our feet are standing in your gates, O Jerusalem. 

     3 Jerusalem is built like a city that is closely compacted together. 

4 That is where the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, to praise the name of the Lord according to the statute given to Israel. 

5 There the thrones for judgment stand, the thrones of the house of David. 

     6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May those who love you be secure. 

7 May there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels.” 

8 For the sake of my brothers and friends, I will say, “Peace be within you.” 

9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your prosperity. 

Discovery Questions.

1. Notice how the progression of the pronouns in verse 1 leads us from the individual to the group. “____ rejoiced with __________ who said to _________, ‘Let _____ go to the house of the Lord.’”

2. Read the psalm again, but this time substitute “the Church” for “Jerusalem.” How does that effect the meaning of the psalm?

Scripture Reflections.

     Sometimes we hear people say things like, “I can worship God as well in the woods as I can in church.” Indeed they can. So can I. And we should worship in the woods, and at the beach, and in our homes, and in the car, and on the job.  But the Lord also wants us to come together to worship him.
     Worship is personal but it is not exclusive. We are to praise God in private, but we are also to “exalt his name together.”  Yesterday we read the words of Jesus, “when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.” (Matthew 6:6) But Jesus also said, “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.” (Matthew 18:19-20) Yesterday we saw how “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” (Luke 5 16) But Luke 4:16 tells us that “on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.” Jesus worshipped alone, and he worshipped with other people.

     Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another -- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
      Private worship and public worship are like the two legs we use to walk.  If we only go to church but rarely pray and explore the Scriptures on our own, we hobble along with a part-time religion. Likewise, if we experience contact with God in private but never share that profound joy with others, we develop a faith that is ingrown and self-centered. If we’re going to move forward with our faith, we need balance. We need to find a rhythm, a cadence. “We worship together, I worship alone. We worship together, I worship alone.”

     “Glorify the Lord with ME; let US exalt his name together.” 

     “I rejoiced with those who said to ME, ‘Let US go to the house of the Lord.’”
     This is key to adoring God through powerful, Spirit-filled worship.  It isn’t totally up to the preacher or the choir/praise band or the worship leaders. Rather, when you have been praising God all week, and I have been glorifying God all week, and all our brothers and sisters have been magnifying God all week, and on Sunday we bring all that worship together in once place, the service is breathtaking. 
Prayers
     Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.

     Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

     Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

     For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. [Gloria Dei  (Traditional)]
     I pray, O God, for the peace of Jerusalem. Pour out your mercy on that city where both Palestinians and Israelis become murderers or martyrs in the heat of ancient rage.  Turn the hearts of people and leaders toward your Son, the Prince of Peace. Let his eternal love flow from the sacred mountain and wash away the hatred of the ages.

     I pray for the peace of every earthly city, village and town that is torn by violence and war, prejudice and hate. I pray for peace in Afghanistan and Pakistan and India, in Iraq and Israel and the Philippines and all around the world. I pray for the military and police, and those who are charged to keep the peace.

     I pray for the peace of our city, Orlando, and our community, East Orange County. Give wisdom and guidance to our county commissioners. Be with Sheriff Jerry Demings and all the deputies. Bless our teachers, fire fighters, medical personnel, and all who work to serve the public good.

     I pray for the peace of the spiritual Jerusalem, your Church. Let our differences of doctrine and denomination distinguish us, but not divide us. Correct us when we raise our structures and institutions above your Kingdom. Restore us when we focus on religious ritual more than on right relationships with you and one another. Lead us to deeper knowledge of your truth, and let us reflect the light of your perfect love to a world in darkness.


I pray for the peace of Woodbury Presbyterian Church.  Never let us split into factions and cliques, but let our common love for you hold us together in beautiful harmony. Guard us from grudges and gossip. Keep us from petty attachment to our own issues and agendas.  Teach us to encourage one another, to build one another up with our words and actions, and to obey your command to love one another as you have loved us.  


For the elders on our “Adore” team: Jim Hansen and Gladys Dombrowski 


For our choir director:  

For our accompanist:  Kate Judge
For the Lord to provide an organist


For our choir members; (Tenors:  Jim Lau, Bob Buford, Mike Hutter, Gary Butler) 



For the greeters and ushers (Jim Hansen)

For our church secretary: Dahana Nieves
For those who prepare the PowerPoint presentations:  Joe Golden and Shirley Hansen
For the praise band: Mike Pinder, Bob Watkins, Kate Judge and Mindi Smith, Stephanie Butler, Ray Smith, Bryan Cole, Rod Pinder, 

For the worship leaders, led by Jim Hansen

For our preacher: Rod Pinder
For the sound engineers: Frank Figearo, Joe Golden and Robert Buford
Bless them for their faithfulness, Father, and use them as instruments in your hand, to help make the worship we offer you glorious. Use me also, that I might joyfully offer myself to you in worship.

[Pray for the concerns and celebrations on the church prayer list. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.]

Closing Prayer:
     You above all, O God, are worthy of my praise. Thank you for this time in your presence. As I go from here, be my companion and guide, that I may be with you day and night. Let me adore you with every moment of my life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.    

Key 1:  ADORE God through powerful, Spirit-filled worship.

Day 5  Worship, a Foretaste of Heaven

Opening Sentences:   Colossians 3:1-2

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
Opening Prayer

     Lift my eyes toward heaven, O God, that as I come before your throne today I might catch a glimpse of your glory. Help me, here and now, to praise your holy splendor, which transcends space and time. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Revelation 4:2-11 (Allow your imagination to picture the scene this passage describes as you read slowly and thoughtfully.)

     At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. 4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. 5From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. 6 Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. 

     In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, 

who was, and is, and is to come.” 

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 

11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things,

 and by your will they were created and have their being.”
Discovery Questions

1. Is the scene described in this passage easy or difficult for you to picture?  ___________

     Why? ________________________________________________________________

2. According to verse 8, how often do the living creatures worship God? _____________

______________________________________________

3. According to verse 9, how often do the elders worship God? ___________________

4.  According to verses 10-11, what are three things the elders do when they worship God?

     ________________________________________________________________,

     ___________________________________________________________________,

Scripture Reflections

     The fourth and fifth chapters of Revelation give us a symbolically rich picture of the worship in heaven. It is as if a curtain has been drawn back, and we get to behold the divine reality.  We may not be familiar with precious stones like jasper and carnelian, and our mundane minds may have a hard time conceiving a rainbow that resembles an emerald. (Is it multicolored or green?) We may not be able to get a real sharp image of those four living creatures, but this much is clear: the inhabitants of heaven are constantly glorifying God.

     This means at least two things for you and me. First it means that when we worship the Lord we’re training for Paradise.  More importantly it means that when we adore God through powerful, Spirit-filled worship, we’re engaged in the same activity as the hosts of heaven. In a very real sense, when we glorify the Lord, “we lift our voices with the angels, archangels and the whole company of heaven.” Real worship is a taste of eternity.

     Revisit this passage (and Revelation 5) often. Meditate on it. Close your eyes and contemplate the heavenly worship. Join in the praise as you repeat the words of verse 8, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come,” or verse 11, "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” 

     As Christians, worship is a part of our daily lives. It is also a way that we enjoy eternal life in the present. Worship is a foretaste of heaven.

Prayers (Focus your attention on God. Then feel free to sing or say this prayer to him)
     Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

Early in the morning my song shall rise to Thee;

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

     Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore Thee,

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea

Cherubim and seraphim, falling down before Thee, 

Who wert and art and ever more shall be

     Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee,

Though the eye of sinfulness Thy Glory may not see,

Only Thou art holy, there is none beside Thee

Perfect in power, in love and purity

     Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!

All Thy works shall praise Thy Name in earth and sky and sea.

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!

God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

     I marvel at the holy privilege of worshipping you, O God, with the heavenly beings and with sisters and brothers around the world. I pray for those who do not worship you


because they have never heard the good news of your love;


because they are crushed by guilt and don’t understand your forgiveness in Christ;


because they cling to sin;


because you don’t fit into their world view;


because they are too busy;


because they are too proud of their sophistication and intelligence;


because their faith has grown cold;


because suffering has made them bitter;


because they have slipped into despair;


because they seek fulfillment in other things;


because they do not know your unconditional love and grace;


because they have never tasted the sweetness of your presence.

Draw them to yourself, loving Father, that they may know the depths of joy that can only be found in you. Help me to improve my way of life, that I may be a sign to others, pointing beyond myself and directing them toward your throne.

     I thank you for the privilege of worshipping you with others who love you and seek you, and I ask your blessing on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who dedicate their talents and time to help us adore you through powerful, Spirit-filled worship.   


For the elders on our “Adore” team: Jim Hansen and Gladys Dombrowski 


For our choir director:  

For our accompanist:  Kate Judge
For the Lord to provide an organist


For our choir members; (Basses:  Eric Oestreich, Bob Watkins) 



For the greeters and ushers (Jim Hansen)

For our church secretary: Dahana Nieves
For those who prepare the PowerPoint presentations:  Joe Golden and Shirley Hansen
For the praise band: Mike Pinder, Bob Watkins, Kate Judge and Mindi Smith, Stephanie Butler, Ray Smith, Bryan Cole, Rod Pinder,  

For the worship leaders, led by Jim Hansen

For our preacher: Rod Pinder
For the sound engineers: Frank Figearo, Joe Golden and Bob Buford
Bless them for their faithfulness, Father, and use them as instruments in your hand, to help make the worship we offer you glorious. Use me also, that I might joyfully offer myself to you in worship.

[Pray for the concerns and celebrations on the church prayer list. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.]

Closing Prayer:
     You above all, O God, are worthy of my praise. Thank you for this time in your presence. As I go from here, be my companion and guide, that I may be with you day and night. Let me adore you with every moment of my life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.    

Key 1: ADORE God through powerful, Spirit-filled worship.

Day 6 Praise God for Forgiveness
Opening Sentences Psalm 103:1-3
Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits -- who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases.
Opening Prayer
Gracious God, you are all-knowing and wise, but I have made foolish choices. You are perfect, but I am painfully flawed. You are holy, but I am sinful. Yet in Jesus Christ, you love me with limitless love. Forgive me when I take your grace for granted. Show me those things in my life that displease you. Give me a deep sorrow for my sins, so that I may honestly confess and earnestly repent and more perfectly glorify you in all that I say and do. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Psalm 32 (Read slowly and thoughtfully.)
     1 Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 2 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit. 

     3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. Selah 

     5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord” -- and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah 

     6 Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found; surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him. 7 You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah 

     8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you. 9Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you. 10 Many are the woes of the wicked, but the Lord's unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in him. 

     11 Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart! 

(“Selah” is probably an ancient musical term.)

Discovery Questions

1. According to verse 2, the blessed person’s spirit has no ________________________.

2. Verse 5 says that when the psalmist acknowledged his sin, the Lord ______________.

3. According to verse 6, what should the godly do? _____________________________.

4. Compare the attitude expressed in verses 3-4 with the attitude expressed in verse 11.

    What do you suppose accounts for the difference? _________________________

    __________________________________________________

Scripture Reflections

     There is no joy like the joy of being forgiven! But before we can experience that condition which the Bible calls “blessed,” we have to confess. Unfortunately our tendency is to do just the opposite. We cover up. We pass the buck. We blame our circumstances. We excuse ourselves in countless ways. However, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” (I John 1:8) Deep down, we’re not fooling anyone.

     The psalmist was miserable when he tried to ignore his guilt (verses 3-4), and we know exactly how he felt.

     God has a better solution to our guilt problem. He invites us to confess. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (I John 1:9) This is the surprising discovery the psalmist made in verse 5. When we confess our sins to God, we experience his sweet forgiveness. After all, this is why Christ came into the world.
     Yet forgiveness is not the final word.  In verses 8 and 9, God speaks to the psalmist and (with a pinch of sarcasm) calls him to a new way of life. God forgives us, then he teaches us his ways. He does both of these things because he loves us. He does not want us to fall back into same old fix we found ourselves in when we felt the need to confess.
     All this leads to the jubilant conclusion of verse 11, “Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart!” Confession opens the way to forgiveness. Forgiveness opens us to God’s counsel and instruction. Following God’s instruction leads to glad rejoicing. This is the joy of being forgiven.

     Until we become perfect, you and I need pardon. That means we need confession as part of our daily lives. Whenever we catch ourselves slipping into selfishness instead of godliness, we can admit it immediately and ask for God’s forgiveness. Keep the slate clean.

     Further, it’s a good idea every now and then to set aside time for self-examination. Ask God to show us any areas where we have failed him. Own up to those actions and attitudes we have been trying to justify or excuse. Ask God to forgive us and teach us his ways.

     Such a time of self-examination is especially helpful before receiving Holy Communion.

(I Corinthians 11:27-28 says, “Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.”) At Woodbury we celebrate Communion on the first Sunday of each month. It would be appropriate to dedicate an extra half an hour or so on the Friday or Saturday before each Communion Sunday to search your conscience, and let God cleanse you. (Go ahead and put it on your calendar.)
     There is an incredible prayer that has helped the people of God do this kind of deep soul searching for about three thousand years. It was written by King David after the most wicked episode in his life. That prayer is Psalm 51. It is printed as our prayer for today.  You may want to return to this prayer often, either when you engage in self-examination or when you feel an especially urgent need to confess.

     Before you pray, take a few moments to inspect your spirit. Don’t try to conceal anything. Be honest to God and trust him to forgive you and teach you. Then pray this prayer as slowly as you need to. Pray deeply. Make the words your own, applying them to your specific sins of thought, word and deed. Be warned, this can be a painful exercise. But it leads to the joy of forgiveness.

Prayer Psalm 51:1-17
     Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.

     For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 

     Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 

     Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

     Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
*   *   *   *   *
“In [Christ] we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.” (Ephesians 1:7-8)

     I praise you for your lavish love, O God, which you have poured out on me in Jesus Christ. I thank you for his sacrifice to wash away my sins.  Your mercy is amazing, your compassion beyond compare. You have cleansed me! You forgive me! You have made me new!  There is no transgression so great that your grace will not erase it. There is no infraction too trivial for you to pardon. My spirit sings. My soul rejoices. Help me to glorify you in all my words and all my ways.

     Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits -- who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases. (Psalm 103:1-3)

[Use this devotional regularly for self-examination and confession.]

Key 2:  CARE for others through acts of compassionate service.

Day 1 Love Means Service

Opening Sentences   I John 3:17-18
“If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”  

Opening Prayer
     You give me deep joy, O Lord, in glorifying and praising you, and I come before you today to adore you with all my heart.  Help me to honor you with my actions as well as my words, with my works as well as my prayers. Fill me as I worship before your throne, that I may receive strength to serve the world in your name, through Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen.
Scripture Reading:  Luke 10:25-37

     25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

     26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" 

     27 He answered: "`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, `Love your neighbor as yourself.'"

     28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." 

     29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

     30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.  31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. `Look after him,' he said, `and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' 

     36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 

     37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." 

     Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."
Discovery Questions

1. Verse 27 reminds us to ________________ God and _______________ our neighbor.
2.  In verse 29, the expert in the law asked, “Who is my neighbor?” because he wanted to

     _______________________ himself.
3. In verses 31 and 32, who ignored the wounded man? _____________________ and

     ___________________

4. What did the Smaritan do when he “took pity” on the wounded man? ___________

     ______________________________________________________

5. Jesus made his point when he said, “Go and __________ likewise.”
Scripture Reflections

     What does it mean to love your neighbor? Does it mean to have a warm, fuzzy feeling about him? Does it mean to wish her no harm? Jesus gives us a far more practical definition of love. In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus shows us that loving another person includes meeting that person’s needs. It means not only to care about someone, but also to care for her or him. 

     Such love often involves risk and investment. To minister to the wounded man, the Samaritan had to change his travel schedule, give up his ride and spend money from his own pocket. True caring always costs something.

     Jesus tells this story with a bite of irony. Before the Samaritan ministered to this hurting victim, two religious leaders totally neglected him. Perhaps they felt sorry for the poor wretch. They may have even said a prayer for him. We are not told. What we do know is that they did nothing to help him. This point becomes more poignant when we remember that Jesus was speaking to “an expert in the law.” This man was not a civil lawyer but a Bible scholar -- an expert in God’s law.

     Too often it is the most religious people who seem to be the least caring. We spent last week looking at worship, how to spend time in the presence of God. It is vitally important that we worship God regularly. (Read Luke 10:37-42.) But we must never let the delights of heaven make us forget the needs of people on earth. Jesus calls us to love our neighbors. That means more than feeling a certain way, it calls us to action.  It calls us to “care for others through acts of compassionate service.” When Jesus said, “Go and do likewise,” he was talking to you and me.     
Prayer

     Thank you, Jesus, for taking pity on me. The troubles and temptations of this world had stripped me and robbed me and left me for dead. No one could help me. Then you came in your great compassion. You soothed my wounded spirit and washed away my sin. At the cost of your very life you gave new life to me. Even now you are making me whole. Teach me to care for others the way you care.

     I pray today for victims of crime, that they may be comforted and restored;


Especially for those who are violated by people they trust,


for the weak, who cannot defend themselves,



for those who feel trapped in a web of abuse


and for the people who love them.

     I pray for criminals, that they may repent and change their lives;


Especially young “gangsters” who are desperate to belong,


for those who are driven by deadly addictions,


for those whose hearts are hardened with hate,

for those who know no other way of life


and for the people who love them.

     I pray for modern “priests” and “levites” who see suffering around them, but pass by on the other side. Soften their hearts with your compassion, and forgive me when I am like them.

    And I pray for those who care for hurting people;


for those who bandage wounds,


and those who feed the hungry,


and those who give shelter to the homeless


and those who invest themselves in compassionate ministry.

Never let them grow weary in doing good, but let them celebrate the difference they make in people’s lives -- for we would be worse off without them.  Bless me to serve alongside them and bring your wholeness to a hurting world.

     I thank you for the privilege of serving you with others who love you and minister to people in your name. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who dedicate their time and talents to helping us care for others through acts of compassionate service.  

     For the elders on our “Care” team: Hannah Valley and Betty Little
    For Jean Clark, who oversees our “Two Cents a Meal” ministry to support “P.A.T.H.” 



(Presbyterian Answer To Hunger)

     For people to coordinate and volunteer for our Habitat for Humanity ministry at Woodbury.

     For Kimi Chartrand, who coordinates getting meals to members in times of crisis

     For Betty Little, Ruby Prasad who faithfully visit the sick

 For Jane Fletcher, Everett Fletcher, Pastor David Nixon, Joanne Nixon, Sue Zimmerman, Joyce McEachern, Joyce Trevelyan, Anna Myler Evans, Diana Bryan, Edward Bryan, Debi Griffin, Jean Clark, Leonie Beltzer, Mandi Beltzer, Oliver Beltzer, Carol Walters, Jerry Bethel, Jeanette Vega, Mildred Zapata, Eddie Meneses, Fran Archibald, Steve Taylor, Leary Andrews, Lillian Cole, Robert Bourque, Fran Morris, Janice Mahan, Joseph Podolski, Dean Stadtlaunder and Gloria Acuna
    and all who help with our food pantry, and those who bring food.

For our deacons, Jean Clark, Dick Ferguson, Mary Ferguson, Cleo Dunkley, Calvin Dunkley, Sylvia                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Watkins, Cheryl Hile, Debbie Fleetwood
  Strengthen them in ministry. Reward them richly, though they are not seeking a reward. Bless us as        we serve together to do your work. 

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Closing Prayer 

     Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

     Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 

     O Divine Master, grant that I may seek not so much to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love. 

     For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. [St. Francis of Assisi]
Key 2:  CARE for others through acts of compassionate service.
Day 2 The Master Servant
Opening Sentences   Philippians 2:3-4

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.

Opening Prayer

If imitation is the highest form of praise, Lord Jesus, then help me be more like you. Amen

Scripture Reading: Mark 10:35-45 (Read slowly and thoughtfully.)

     35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. "Teacher," they said, "we want you to do for us whatever we ask." 

     36 "What do you want me to do for you?" he asked. 

     37 They replied, "Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory." 

     38 "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said. "Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?" 

     39 "We can," they answered. 

     Jesus said to them, "You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared." 

     41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
Discovery Questions

1. In verse 35 James and John want the Lord to “do ______________________ we ask.”

2. Why do you suppose the other ten disciples “became indignant” in verse 41?

     _______________________________________________________________

3.  In verses 43-44 Jesus says that to become great one must be a ___________________,
     and to be first one must be a ________________.

4. According to verse 45, Jesus himself came to ____________________ and to give his __________________.
Scripture Reflections
     We can identify with James and John. Sometimes we want the Lord “to do for us whatever we ask.” We get the inverted impression that he should make sure that our will is done on earth as well as in heaven. We forget that he is the center of the Universe and we are not.

     We can identify with the ten indignant disciples. Some people just don’t know their place, and we are deeply offended when people act as if they are better than we. Who do they think they are? We’re just as good and just as important as they are.  Probably more, if the truth be known!

      It’s harder to identify with Jesus. Jesus “did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Jesus “made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:7-8)

     So if we want to follow Jesus, we have to become submissive servants. We must aspire to the lowly position of slave. This is hard because it offends our pride. It belittles our dignity and self-respect. This is hard because it requires humility.

    Yet humility is part and parcel of the Christian character. “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” (Ephesians 4:2) “Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.” (I Peter 3:8) 

    Nevertheless, humble servanthood is not an end in itself. Jesus said that it is the way to true greatness. The Bible teaches this again and again. “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.” (James 4:10) “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 14:11) “... All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’” (I Peter 5:5) 
     The Master was a humble servant, and the more we imitate him, the more we become like him. When we demean ourselves and dedicate ourselves to service, we identify with Christ our King.
Prayer

     [“Contemplative Prayer” is a rich way of communicating with God that has been used by God’s people since Old Testament times. In contemplative prayer, one reads a passage of Scripture and meditates on that passage.  Today we are going to contemplate the story recorded in John 13:1-17.] 

     It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. 
     The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

     He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 

     Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 

     "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." 

     Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." 

"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" 

     Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you." For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 

     When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. "You call me `Teacher' and `Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”

[Imagine yourself as one of the disciples at the meal that night. Smell the aroma of the roasted lamb, the fresh bread and the wine. Hear the clatter and chatter of people sharing a meal.

Now imagine watching Jesus wash the feet of other disciples. What are you feeling as you see him coming closer to you?

Take off your shoes and socks. Go ahead, take them off in real life.

Picture Jesus kneeling before you, washing your feet. In your imagination, feel the cool, refreshing water splash on your arches and between your toes. Feel his gentle caress as he massages away the grime then dabs your feet dry with the towel. What emotions are you experiencing? Express them to the Lord.  What are you thinking? Tell him.

Listen to the tone of his voice as he explains his actions. (Re-read the last paragraph of the passage aloud.)

Would it be hard to do for others what Jesus has done for you? Ask him to help you.

Are there some people it would be harder for you to serve than others? Pray for them. What are some ways that Jesus wants you to be involved in humble service? 

Will you do those things?]

Closing Prayer 

     Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

     Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 

     O Divine Master, grant that I may seek not so much to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love. 

     For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. [St. Francis of Assisi]
Key 2:  CARE for others through acts of compassionate service.

Day 3 Faith at Work 
Opening Sentences   Ephesians 2:8-10

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

Opening Prayer
     Fill me with faith dear Lord. Pour it into my heart and let it spill over into everything I do. Make me a fountain of kindness and compassion. Soak everyone I see and touch and speak to today with your reviving love, and deepen their desire for you. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Scripture Reading:  James 2:14-26

     14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

     18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." 

     Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder. 

     20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 24 You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.                                                                       

     25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

[Note on verse 21: Abraham offered Isaac on the altar, but God would not allow human sacrifice (except when Christ sacrificed himself for us). The story is in Genesis 22:1-19]
Discovery Questions
1. Verse 17 says that faith, if not accompanied by action, is _______________________.
2. Verse 18 says, “... I will show you my faith by what I _________.”
3. Verse 20 says that faith without deeds is ____________________________.
4. According to verse 22, Abraham’s faith and actions worked ____________________.
5. Verse 26 says that faith without works is ________________________.
6. How would you capsulize the main point of this passage? _______________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
Scripture Reflections
     Many people have a hard time grasping one great truth of the Christian Faith,
namely that we are not saved by our good works but by trusting in Christ. We do not need
to earn our salvation, indeed we cannot. The Bible makes this clear in many places. For
example, Ephesians 2:8-9 says “For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one
can boast.” And of course, there is John 3:16, "For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life.”
       However, once people do understand that we are saved by grace through faith and not by our works, they sometimes get the dangerous idea that good deeds don’t matter. Nothing could be farther from the truth. In fact, Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
     Our reading from James today makes it clear that faith and action work together. It isn’t that we need works to supplement our faith, as though trusting in Christ were merely a “head start” toward salvation. Rather, faith and deeds are like breathing in and breathing out. One leads to the other. Faith moves us to service. Our outward actions express our inner faith. 

     John makes a similar point about love and action. “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”  (I John 3:17-18)

     Who we are on the inside is reflected by what we do on the outside. The degree to which we are engaged in ministry is a thermometer of our faith and of our love. As Jesus said, “by their fruit you will recognize them.” (Matthew 7:20)

     This means that every time we have a chance to serve in Christ’s name that is an opportunity to express the faith and the love that are so important to us. Whether we build a house with “Habitat for Humanity” , or buy groceries for the church’s food pantry, or teach a Sunday school class, or do any of the ministries listed in the “Ready for ACTION” booklet, we are not just doing something nice. We are not just doing “church work.” We are living what we believe. We are putting our faith into action. 

     Faith without works is dead, but a vibrant faith shines through the things we do.   

Prayer 

     Thank you, Lord, for all that you have given me.

     Thank you for daily food. Give me the grace to share with those who are hungry.

     Thank you for a place to live. Show me how to shelter the homeless.

     Thank you for friends and loved ones. Let me be a friend to the lonely.

     Thank you for my hands. Use them to do your work.

     Thank you for my ears. Let them hear the cries your hurting children.

     Thank you for my lips. Strengthen me to speak your Word of comfort and challenge, 

           and proclaim the good news of your love.

     Thank you for my health. Use me to care for the sick.

     Thank you for my mind. Let me understand the needs of people around me.

     Thank you for forgiving my sin. Enable me to bring grace to the guilty.

     Thank you for your sacrificial love in Jesus Christ. Stir me to sacrifice for others.

     Thank you for the precious gift of a vibrant faith. Let it shine in all I do.     

     I thank you for the privilege of serving you with others who love you and minister to people in your name. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who dedicate their time and talents to helping us care for others through acts of compassionate service.  

     For the elders on our “Care” team: Hannah Valley and Betty Little
    For Jean Clark, who oversees our “Two Cents a Meal” ministry to support “P.A.T.H.” 



(Presbyterian Answer To Hunger)

     For people to coordinate and volunteer for our Habitat for Humanity ministry at Woodbury.

     For Kimi Chartrand, who coordinates getting meals to members in times of crisis

     For Betty Little, Ruby Prasad who faithfully visit the sick

 For Jane Fletcher, Everett Fletcher, Pastor David Nixon, Joanne Nixon, Sue Zimmerman, Joyce McEachern, Joyce Trevelyan, Anna Myler Evans, Diana Bryan, Edward Bryan, Debi Griffin, Jean Clark, Leonie Beltzer, Mandi Beltzer, Oliver Beltzer, Carol Walters, Jerry Bethel, Jeanette Vega, Mildred Zapata, Eddie Meneses, Fran Archibald, Steve Taylor, Leary Andrews, Lillian Cole, Robert Bourque, Fran Morris, Janice Mahan, Joseph Podolski, Dean Stadtlaunder and Gloria Acuna
    and all who help with our food pantry, and those who bring food.

For our deacons, Jean Clark, Dick Ferguson, Mary Ferguson, Cleo Dunkley, Calvin Dunkley, Sylvia                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Watkins, Cheryl Hile, Debbie Fleetwood
Strengthen them in ministry. Reward them richly, though they are not seeking a reward. Bless us as we serve together to do your work. 
[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 


Closing Prayer 

     Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

     Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 

     O Divine Master, grant that I may seek not so much to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love. 

     For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. [St. Francis of Assisi]
[Note: “Habitat for Humanity” is a nonprofit Christian organization building simple, decent, affordable housing in partnership with people in need. www.habitat.org

“2 Cents per Meal” is a ministry of Central Florida Presbytery. Christians are encouraged to set aside 2 cents at each meal to help support “Second Harvest” food bank in Orlando, ECHO (www.echonet.org) and other hunger ministries.]

Key 2:  CARE for others through acts of compassionate service.

Day 4 Serving Christ

Opening Sentences  Colossians 3:23-24 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
Opening Prayer (Feel free to say or sing this prayer, for singing is a form of prayer.)
     “Open my eyes, Lord, I want to see Jesus, to reach out and touch him and say that I love him. Open my ears, Lord, and help me to listen, Open my eyes, Lord, I want to see Jesus.”  (by Robert Cull)
Scripture Reading  Matthew 25:31-46 
     31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

     34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

     37 "Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

     40 "The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’

     41 "Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 

     44 "They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 

     45 "He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’

     46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."
Discovery Questions

1. In verses 34-35, the King says, “For I was hungry and ______ gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and ______ gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and ______ invited me in, I needed clothes and ______ clothed me, I was sick and ______ looked after me, I was in prison and ______ came to visit me.”

2. According to verse 40, Jesus says to the righteous, “whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for _____.”

3. According to verse 45, Jesus will say to the unrighteous, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did _______ do for one of the least of these, you did _______ do for me.”
Scripture Reflections

     We see again today how saving faith goes hand in hand with caring for others through acts of compassionate service. The “sheep” show their faith by serving those in need. The “goats” do not.

     However, the big point Jesus is making here is that when we minister to others we are serving him, and when we neglect others, we are ignoring him. If we can learn to recognize the face of Jesus behind the “Will Work for Food” sign, and on the shriveled body in the nursing home, if we can see him shivering in the cold or dripping in the rain, and hear his voice in the lonely sighs of those who are forgotten, then we will also hear him say to us, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father.”

     “It is the Lord, Christ you are serving.” (Colossians 3:24)

     Now let me make three practical suggestions about feeding hungry people. Many times we are hesitant to give money to beggars because we’re afraid they won’t spend that money on food.  So, why not carry some gift certificates from nearby fast food restaurants? When we give those away, we know they will be used for food. (If you like, you can even put them in a gospel booklet, or in an envelope with an encouraging message.) 

     Then, of course, there is our food pantry. We get to share food with Jesus each week as people come to the church and ask for groceries. Every time you go shopping, pick up some canned meats and other non-perishable items for the food pantry and bring them to church. Make a habit of putting it on your shopping list: “Toothpaste for the kids, sodas for dad, groceries for the Lord ...”

     And don’t forget the “Two Cents Per Meal” ministry. Since 1983 members of churches in Central Florida Presbytery have donated more than $1.5 million dollars to fight hunger through P.A.T.H. At each meal, participants put 2 cents per person in a can before saying grace. Those donations are dedicated at the church the second Sunday of each month. Proceeds then go to support Second Harvest food bank in Orlando, St. Barnabas Agricultural School in Haiti, La Nueva Esperanza (The New Hope) in Puerto Rico, Rancho Ebenezer in Nicaragua and ECHO (Educational Concerns for Hunger Organizations) in Florida.

     These are just a few of the ways we care for “the least of these.”     
Prayer 

[We prayed this prayer yesterday. This time, say it with a pen in hand. Write your responses and dedicate them to the Lord.]
     Thank you, Lord, for all that you have given me.

     Thank you for daily food. Give me the grace to share with those who are hungry.


[Think of someone you’ve seen recently who needs food. 


How will you help?___________________________________________]   

     Thank you for a place to live. Show me how to shelter the homeless.


[Recall a homeless person you see fairly often. Do you know his/her name? _____]

             How can you help that person over a period of time? _____________________]

     Thank you for friends and loved ones. Let me be a friend to the lonely.


[Who is someone you could visit or befriend? ____________________________]

     Thank you for my hands. Use them to do your work.


[Name a project or chore to do for someone. ____________________________]

     Thank you for my ears. Let them hear the cries your hurting children.


[Who do you know that needs someone to listen to them? __________________]

     Thank you for my lips. Strengthen me to speak your Word of comfort and challenge,


[Think of someone you can encourage._________________________________]

        and proclaim the good news of your love


[Plan to tell someone that God loves him or her.__________________________]

     Thank you for my health. Use me to care for the sick.


[Is there a sick person you could call or visit, or help? ______________________]

     Thank you for my mind. Let me understand the needs of people around me.


[Name an acquaintance who “baffles” you. ______________________________]

     Thank you for forgiving my sin. Enable me to bring grace to the guilty.


[Who needs to experience forgiveness? _________________________________]

     Help me to help these people, Lord. Let me see your face on their need. I trust and believe your promise, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

     Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

     Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 

     O Divine Master, grant that I may seek not so much to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love. 

     For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. [St. Francis of Assisi]
Key 2:  CARE for others through acts of compassionate service.
Day 5 Spiritual Gifts

Opening Sentences     Colossians 3:17                                                                

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Opening Prayer

     Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And you will renew the face of the earth. O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy your consolations, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  (from “Walk to Emmaus”)
Scripture Reading  I Corinthians 12:1-11
     1 Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. 

     4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 

     7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.
Discovery Questions
1. According to verse 3, no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the _____________

     ____________________.

2. According to verses 4-6, there are different kinds of _______________, different kinds of _______________,  and different kinds of __________________, all from the same  divine Source.

3. Verse 7 says that these “manifestations of the Spirit” are given to each _________.

4.Verse 7 says that these “manifestations of the Spirit” are given for the  __________ _________.

5. How many spiritual gifts are named in verse 8-10?  ________________.

Scripture Reflections

     All Christians have been touched by God’s Spirit, for no one can say “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. But sadly, not all Christians live in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Not all Christians experience the power of the Holy Spirit in their daily lives Sometimes we “put out the Spirit’s fire” (I Thessalonians 5:19) by neglecting time with God or ignoring his will.

     In the same way, all Christians have received at least one spiritual gift. “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” (Verse 7.) But sadly, some Christians never even open their gifts.

     Perhaps they never knew they had a spiritual gift. Perhaps they don’t know what their gifts are. Maybe they’ve gotten the unbiblical idea that if they don’t speak in tongues they don’t have a gift. Or maybe they don’t think their contribution is all that important. “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.” The fact of the matter is that the Holy Spirit has given each Christian special abilities to do things that are needed in the church. Every Christian has been gifted for service. Every believer has a ministry.

     For the last four days we’ve talked about service mainly in terms of meeting physical needs -- feeding the hungry, caring for the sick and so on. But people have other needs as well. They have spiritual needs -- to worship, to grow in their faith. They have social needs -- to be loved, accepted and encouraged. We have many different kinds of needs. That’s why “there are different kinds of service.” (Verse 5.) 

     There are different kinds of service and different kinds of gifts. There are wisdom and knowledge and healing and so on. Further, the nine gifts named in verses 8-10 are not the only ones we find in the Bible. For example, Romans 12:6-8 says, “We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.” Then it enumerates prophesying, serving, teaching, encouraging, contributing to the needs of others, leadership and showing mercy.  Exodus 31:3-4 adds things like artistic design, woodworking and “all kinds of craftsmanship” to the list of spiritual gifts. (Would things like “computer skills” be included today?)

    All these gifts are given for the common good. Teaching Sunday school is as important a ministry as feeding the hungry. Greeting people when they come to worship is as vital as going on a mission trip. Your gift may be different from another person’s, but your ministry is essential to God’s kingdom. God has given you one or more spiritual gift, and he wants you to use it to serve him. 

     The key is to find your spiritual gifts and use them in God’s service. There are two ways to do that. One is to take a “Spiritual Gifts Inventory.”  Several such courses and surveys are available and Woodbury offers courses in spiritual gifts from time to time.

     Perhaps an even better way to find your spiritual gifts is simply to sample things. This is the Nike approach.  “Just do it.” We have a booklet called “Ready for ACTION” that lists about 100 ways you can serve Christ at Woodbury Presbyterian Church.  Pick a ministry from that book and try it. Try it for a fair period of time. Then if it isn’t for you, “rotate off” and sample something different. (Even if you don’t find your ministry in the first few things you try, you’ll gain a greater appreciation for the brothers and sisters who do serve in those ways!) And sooner or later you will discover how meaningful it is to open the gifts the Spirit has given you, and use them for God’s glory.

Prayer
     Lord I beg for a mighty outpouring of your Holy Spirit. Without your Spirit the church is just another club and religion is merely something nice people do. Without your Spirit we are left to our own meager wisdom and confined to what is humanly possible. Without your Spirit we are powerless to make a real difference in the world.  So send your Spirit: a rushing wind, tongues of fire, the descent of a dove. Fill us. Change us. Make us more like Jesus. Send your Spirit upon Woodbury Presbyterian Church. 

     Fill our pastor and elders. Excite each one with your vision of what you want this church to become. Empower their leadership. Help them to be examples to the rest of us, that we might imitate their godliness and be inspired by their dedication. Encourage them with our support as they lead us where you direct.

     Fill each deacon with passion and compassion.  Open their eyes to see the needs around them and strengthen their hands to meet those needs. Bless each member who serves you in any way, whether by teaching or cooking or folding papers. Let their ministry be meaningful and rewarding, and use what they do to draw people closer to you.

     And fill me.  Tear down every barrier that blocks the Spirit’s flow. I surrender myself to you. Let me discover all the precious gifts you have given me. Let me serve you, not in my own strength, but in the power of the Holy Spirit.   

     I thank you for the privilege of serving you with others who love you and minister to people in your name. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us care for others through acts of compassionate service.  

     For the elders on our “Care” team: Hannah Valley and Betty Little
    For Jean Clark, who oversees our “Two Cents a Meal” ministry to support “P.A.T.H.” 



(Presbyterian Answer To Hunger)

     For people to coordinate and volunteer for our Habitat for Humanity ministry at Woodbury.

     For Kimi Chartrand, who coordinates getting meals to members in times of crisis

     For Betty Little, Ruby Prasad who faithfully visit the sick

     For Jane Fletcher, Everett Fletcher, Pastor David Nixon, Joanne Nixon, Sue Zimmerman, Joyce McEachern, Joyce Trevelyan, Anna Myler Evans, Diana Bryan, Edward Bryan, Debi Griffin, Jean Clark, Leonie Beltzer, Mandi Beltzer, Oliver Beltzer, Carol Walters, Jerry Bethel, Jeanette Vega, Mildred Zapata, Eddie Meneses, Fran Archibald, Steve Taylor, Leary Andrews, Lillian Cole, Robert Bourque, Fran Morris, Janice Mahan, Joseph Podolski, Dean Stadtlaunder and Gloria Acuna
    and all who help with our food pantry, and those who bring food.

For our deacons, Jean Clark, Dick Ferguson, Mary Ferguson, Cleo Dunkley, Calvin Dunkley, Sylvia                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Watkins, Cheryl Hile, Debbie Fleetwood
Strengthen them in ministry. Reward them richly, though they are not seeking a reward. Bless us as we serve together to do your work. 

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Closing Prayer 

     Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 

     O Divine Master, grant that I may seek not so much to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. [St. Francis of Assisi]
Key 2: CARE for others through acts of compassionate service.
Day 6 Body Building

Opening Sentences   Revelation 1:5b-6                                      

     To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father--to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
Opening Prayer

     Thank you, Jesus, for freeing me from my sins and making me a priest in your kingdom. Give me a humble heart, a servant’s heart, and show me how you want me to minister in your name. Through Jesus Christ my Lord, Amen.

 Scripture Reading   Ephesians 4:1-16 
     1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were called-- 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

     7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men."  9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 

     11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

     14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Discovery Questions

1. Verse 7 says that “to _________  _________ of us grace has been given ... “

2. According to verses 11 and 12 the purpose of church leaders (apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers) is “to prepare God’s __________________ for_______________ of service.”

3. Verse 16 tells us that the church or “the body ... builds itself up in love, as ________ part does its _________________.”
Scripture Reflections

     We just read the basis for a new reformation of the church. Verses 11 and 12 had been neglected for centuries as Christians assumed that it was the clergy’s job to do the work of the church while the members supported them. From a biblical point of view, that is exactly backwards. The members of the church are the ones who are supposed to do ministry. The pastors and teachers are supposed to equip the members for service.

     It makes perfect sense when we think about it. At Woodbury we have one pastor, 7 part-time staff members and about 280 members. If we count on the pastor and staff to do the work of the church, they might work diligently and faithfully and, in the power of the Holy Spirit, accomplish a great deal.  However, what if all 280 of us get busy in ministry? What if all of us use our spiritual gifts and serve in the power of the Holy Spirit? Wow! Lives would be changing all around us. Christ would be glorified. And as the Bible says, the church would “build itself up in love as each part does its work.” In fact, we see that happening as more and more of our members discover their spiritual gifts and invest themselves in service.

     Let’s take a moment to review the things we’ve discovered this week.
     + When we serve we are doing what Jesus told us to do. (“Go and do likewise.”)

     + When we become humble servants, we become Like Jesus. (“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." "You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”)

     + Service is an expression of our vibrant faith. (“Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. ... Faith without deeds is dead.”)

     + We are really serving Jesus. (“Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”) 

     + All Christians have spiritual gifts to use in ministry. (“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”)
     You are doing these daily devotions because you want to grow spiritually. Service is an essential part of Christian growth. Following Christ faithfully includes caring for others through acts of compassionate service.
Prayer

     Lord, I desire to serve you. I want to live my faith and use my gifts and help your church to grow in love. I want to become like you. So I bow humbly before you, asking you to show me what you want me to do.

[For the rest of your prayer time today, get a copy of the “Ready for ACTION booklet. Read through it prayerfully, asking the Lord to show you which ministry or ministries he wants you to take part in. Mark those that attract you. Expect the Lord to reveal what he wants for you. Then, if you have not already done so, complete a “Ministry Application Form” and bring it with you to church Sunday.]
Key 3:  TEACH believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.
Day 1 Growing or Dying?

Opening Sentences   Isaiah 55:10-11

     “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”

Opening Prayer

     Prepare my heart to receive your word, O Lord, and accomplish in me whatever you desire. In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
Scripture Reading  Mark 4:1-20

     1 Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water's edge. 2 He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said: 3 "Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times." 9 Then Jesus said, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 

     10 When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the parables. 11 He told them, "The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in parables 12 so that, "’they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’" 

     13 Then Jesus said to them, "Don't you understand this parable? How then will you understand any parable? 14 The farmer sows the word. 15 Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop--thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.
Discovery Questions

1. According to verse 8, the seed that fell on good soil “came up, _______________

     and produced a crop.”

2. According to verse 17, some people hear the word, but soon fall away when _______________________ or ________________________________ comes.

3. What are some troubles that might make a person fall away from faith? ________

     _______________________________________________________________

4. Verse 19 tells us three things that “choke the word, making it unfruitful.”

     What are they? ___________________________________________________

     _______________________________________________________________

     _______________________________________________________________

5. What are some “growth busters” in your life? What might deter your spiritual life from becoming more fruitful? ________________________________________________
Scripture Reflections

     God bless you! You have begun your third week of using this booklet for daily devotions. However, I bet it hasn’t been easy. If you’re like me, you’ve had distractions and temptations that would lure you away from daily time with God. Maybe you even fell behind a day or two. But you didn’t give up. You made a commitment to read God’s Word and pray every day, and you’re sticking with it. That will result in long range spiritual growth.

     And the Lord wants you to grow. Like any living organism, a Christian is either growing or dying. The Lord wants you to grow, mature and “bear fruit” or “produce a crop.” Jesus said, “This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” And, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last.” (John 15:8, 16)
     There are two ways of understanding what it means to “bear fruit.” When a plant bears fruit, it is reproducing. You remember that God even said to Adam and Eve, “Be fruitful and increase in number.” (Genesis 1:28) In this sense, for a disciple of Christ to bear fruit means for him or her to go and make other disciples.

     Another interpretation points to what the Bible says about spiritual fruit. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23) This implies that to bear fruit means to develop a Christlike character. 

     Both are true.

     Our Scripture Reading today pointed out the sad truth that not everyone who hears and receives God’s word actually grows and produces a crop. Some give up when the going gets hard, when life doesn’t go their way. Others get distracted by worry or making a living or other desires, and fall away.  But some stick with it. They grow and produce a crop. They become more like Jesus, and they attract others to him.

     Jesus told us the secret to spiritual growth. “If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit.” (John 15:5) That is what you have committed yourself to doing. Keep it up!      
Prayer  (based on Galatians 5:22-23)
[Pray this prayer slowly and, after each request, think of particular areas of your life where you need God to answer that plea.]
     Help me grow, dear Lord. Ripen your Spirit in me and produce sweet, succulent fruit.

Give me love for you, for my neighbors, and for those who are hard to love ...

Give me joy in good times and in bad, because I know that you are with me ...

Give me peace that passes understanding, even in stressful situations ...

Give me patience with people and events that interfere with my pre-set agenda ...

Give me kindness toward those in need ...

Give me goodness in the midst of immorality ...

Give me faithfulness through times of doubt ...

Give me gentleness in the face of aggression ...

Give me self control in the face of temptation ...

     I thank you for the privilege of growing in faith with others who love you. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us teach believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.  

     For the elders on our Teach Team: Sandi Cole and Anita Richard
     For our Director of Christian Education (DCE): Joyce Goodwin 
 For our Sunday School teachers and helpers: Anita Richard w/ Heather Figearo, (Preschool) Cheryl Catron (Grades K-2) Jim and Shirley Hansen w/ Stacy Watkins (Grades 3-5) Andrea and Casper Branagan (High School), Pat Pinder w/ Sam Butler (Middle School) Dick and Mary Ferguson, Judy Manning (Explorers’ Course).  Mike Fleetwood (Adults) Casper and Andrea Branagan who lead Y-Zone for Middle and High School and helpers Sam Bulter
      Casper and Andrea Branagan who lead Y-Zone for Middle and High School. and helpers Sam 
Butler .
     For a new point person for the ACTION Academy, 

     For our “Take a Stand” Confirmation class

Bless them with deep wisdom and simple clarity. Increase their love for your word and your people, and use them to guide us into more faithful discipleship.

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 


Closing Prayer

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!

 "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" 

"Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"
For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

To him be the glory forever! Amen.  (Romans 11:33-36)
Key 3:  TEACH believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.

Day 2 Something to Think About

Opening Sentences  Romans 12:2 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.
Opening Prayer

Renew my mind, O Lord, as I focus my attention on you. Transform me into the likeness of your Son, Jesus. Help me to know, to delight in, and to follow your good, pleasing and perfect will. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Scripture Reading   Psalm 1 

     1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. 

3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 

     4 Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

6 For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Discovery Questions

1. Verse 1 says that the “blessed” person does not sit in the seat of ______________.

2. According to verse 2 the blessed person delights in ________________________.

3. How often does the blessed person meditate on Scripture? ___________________.

4. Verses 3 and 4 tell us that the blessed person is like a _______________ which yields

    its ______________, but the wicked are like _________________.

Scripture Reflections

     Yesterday we learned that the Lord wants us to grow and bear fruit. Today’s reading helps us learn how to do that. Psalm 1 says that the person who delights in God’s law and meditates on it day and night is like a fruitful tree. In the Old Testament, “God’s law” can refer to either the 10 Commandments or the first five books of the Bible (Genesis through Deuteronomy). As Christians we believe that what this psalm says about the law is true about all of Scripture.

     So how do we meditate on Scripture? Actually, we have already done so a few times. On day 3 of the first week, when we prayed the Lord’s Prayer phrase by phrase, that was a form of meditation (page 9). The same week we contemplated the heavenly worship described in Revelation 4 (page 14). That is also a form of meditation. And on day 2 of last week we meditated on the description of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet in John 13:1-17 (pages 24-25)
     Another form of meditation is simply to repeat a verse or phrase of Scripture over and over, thinking deeply about it’s meaning. Memorizing Scripture and meditating on it in this manner is a rich way to broaden and deepen your knowledge of God’s word.  As a matter of fact, a great verse to memorize and meditate on is Romans 12:2, our opening sentences for today. Copy that verse onto a 3x5 card or a piece of paper and carry it around with you. Memorize it at stoplights or when you’re waiting in line. Turn the TV down during commercials and contemplate it. Think about it when you’re driving or doing mindless chores or falling asleep or taking your shower. Sometimes, just sit and concentrate on it. In other words, meditate on it day and night. Delight in God’s word.

     Don’t try to learn the whole verse at once. Chew on it in bite-size portions. First,

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world.”  Then, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” After that, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is.” And finally, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

     Ask questions of the verse and ponder the answers. What is “the pattern of this world?” In what ways have you conformed to it? How can you renew your mind? Why is God’s will good? Pleasing? Perfect? You get the idea. Then read the verse in context. Look it up in your Bible and read the whole chapter. Oh, and try to remember where the verse is found. 

     Each week pick a verse or two from your Bible reading and learn it in this way. Keep a file of your 3x5 cards. You’ll be amazed at how much Scripture you can learn. Try it.  See what luscious fruit it will bear. 
Prayer

[We used the Lord’s Prayer as a guide to prayer two weeks ago. Many other passages of Scripture can be used in the same way. Today we will let our prayers be guided by an abbreviated version of the 10 Commandments. (The full text can be found in Exodus 20:1-17) Think about each commandment. Let each commandment remind you of things to pray about. Some suggestions appear in brackets.]

And God spoke all these words:  "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
[Thank God for our deliverance from sin through Christ. Pray for our brothers and sisters who are slaves around the world. Pray for race relations in the United States ...]
"You shall have no other gods before me. 

[Pray for people who do not know God personally or of his love in Jesus Christ ...]
"You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything 

[Take time for a priority check. Is God in first place in your life? What could distract your attention and loyalty away from God? Pray for rededication if needed ...]

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, 

[Thank God that you can call upon his name in prayer. Pray for groups like “The Christian Knights of the Ku Klux Klan” and others who try to justify hatred in the name of the Lord.]
"Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

[Thank God for work. Pray for people at your workplace. Pray for the unemployed. Thank God for rest and recreation. Thank God for the church, and the holy privilege of worshipping together. Examine your own Sabbath keeping.]
"Honor your father and your mother, 

[Pray for parents who are raising children. Pray for parents who are in nursing homes. Pray for single parents and “empty nesters.” Pray for children and families. Ask God to strengthen all the families in the church.]
"You shall not murder. 

[Pray for peace. Pray for law enforcement officers and those whose job it is to protect people. Pray for those who cannot manage their anger. Ask God to give our leaders wisdom on issues like gun control, abortion and the death penalty.]
"You shall not commit adultery. 

[Thank God for the gift of marriage. Ask him to strengthen marriages. Pray for the moral condition of our culture regarding sexuality. Pray for AIDS victims.]
"You shall not steal. 

[Pray for our criminal justice system. Pray for those tempted to take bribes.]
"You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

[Pray for our judicial system. Ask God to keep you from gossip. Pray for your next door neighbors.]
"You shall not covet.”
[Thank God for the comforts you enjoy. Pray for those who do without food or shelter or other necessities. Thank God for opportunities to be generous.]
Closing Prayer

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end, Amen. (“Gloria Patri” traditional)
Key 3:  TEACH believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.
Day 3 How to Use the Bible

Opening Sentences  II Peter 3:18
     But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 
Opening Prayer
Eternal God, who breathed the Scriptures, breathe new life into me. Give me fresh insight into your Word. Inspire me to live for you. Help me to grow in grace and knowledge that I may glorify you now and forever, through my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen
Scripture Reading  II Timothy 3:14-4:5
     14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

     4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
Discovery Questions

1.  According to verse 15, the holy Scriptures are able to make us __________ for

     _________________ through faith in Jesus Christ.

2.  According to verse 16, how much of Scripture is God-breathed? ____________

3. Verse 16 tells us four things for which Scripture is useful. They are, _____________,

_______________,  ___________________, and ________________ in righteousness.

4. Verse 3 warns us that a time will come when people will not put up with ____________

     ___________________. Is it hard or easy for you to believe such a time will come? 

     Why? ___________________________________________________________.
Scripture Reflections

     Do you ever have trouble understanding the Bible? Welcome to the club! Did you know that even the Apostle Peter admits that the Scriptures “contain some things that are hard to understand?” (II Peter 3:16) In fact, I suspect that there are some things we won’t fully comprehend until we get to heaven. Nevertheless, the more we read and study the Bible, the better we understand it. We grow in our knowledge.

    Further, understanding the Scriptures is more than just an intellectual exercise. The Bible isn’t only interesting (though the more one studies it, the more fascinating it becomes), it is extremely practical. Scripture is useful. According to verse 16 of our Scripture reading today, it is useful for four things: teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. Let’s take a brief look at each of these.

     The Bible is useful for teaching. We are not born with innate knowledge of the things of God. We need to be taught. Mark 6:34 tells us, “When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.” We’re all like the people in that crowd, sheep without a shepherd. We don’t know the right way to go. We need teaching. God has given us the Bible to teach us his truth and his ways.

     The Bible is useful for rebuking. Sometimes we get things wrong. As Proverbs 14:12 warns us, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” When we are wrong, we need to be told. That’s what a rebuke is. A rebuke points out an error or mistake. When we read the Bible with a humble desire to become more like Christ, it will show us where we’re going wrong.

     The Bible is useful for correcting. It isn’t enough to be told where we are wrong, we also need to be shown how to live rightly, think rightly, behave rightly. We need to be corrected. Nowadays so many people get this one backwards. They seem to think that they should correct the Bible instead of the other way around. They forget that “all Scripture is God-breathed.” They forget that a loving God has told us these things for our good, and we will not improve upon his wisdom.

     And the Bible is useful for training in righteousness. Once we have been rebuked and corrected, we want to keep growing. The Bible directs us as we become more and more like Jesus.

     This is why we put so much emphasis on Bible study. At the end of this devotional you will find some information about the Bible classes at the ACTION Academy at Woodbury. They are designed to help people learn God’s word.

     Do you ever have a hard time understanding the Bible? Welcome to the club! So let’s study it together. The more we read and study the Scriptures, the more we will understand. Let’s “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.” (II Peter 3:18)

Prayer

     I praise you, O God, for your boundless wisdom. You created everything there is by the power of your word. Whirling galaxies and shimmering stars, spinning atoms and their minuscule parts, all made according to your design. Canyons and oceans and mammals and trees, even the smallest protozoa, you spoke and they came to be. Your majesty is beyond our understanding. You are above time and space, and I marvel at your mystery.
     You are the ruler of all that is, yet you love me with unfathomable love. Human words cannot express the joy you give. For you have chosen to reveal yourself. You have made yourself known to us in Jesus Christ and, by your Spirit, you have given us access to your wisdom in holy Scripture. Thank you for this precious gift, dear Lord. Let me cherish your word and study your word and grow in knowledge through your word all my life.

     I pray today for all who teach, 


for kindergarten teachers and college professors


for home schoolers and tutors


for scientists and artists and philosophers

 Whatever their subject, may they uncover your beauty.

     I pray today for all who learn


For students in all grades and disciples of every age and language and race.

In all our learning let us learn of you.

     I thank you for the privilege of growing in faith with others who love you. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us teach believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.  

     For the elders on our Teach Team: Sandi Cole and Anita Richard
     For our Director of Christian Education (DCE): Joyce Goodwin 
For our Sunday School teachers and helpers: Anita Richard w/ Heather Figearo, (Preschool) Cheryl Catron (Grades K-2) Jim and Shirley Hansen w/ Stacy Watkins (Grades 3-5) Andrea and Casper Branagan (High School), Pat Pinder w/ Sam Butler (Middle School) Dick and Mary Ferguson, Judy Manning (Explorers’ Course).  Mike Fleetwood (Adults) Casper and Andrea Branagan who lead Y-Zone for Middle and High School and helpers Sam Bulter
      Casper and Andrea Branagan who lead Y-Zone for Middle and High School. and helpers Sam 
Butler .

     For a new point person for the ACTION Academy, 

     For our “Take a Stand” Confirmation class
Bless them with deep wisdom and simple clarity. Increase their love for your word and your people, and use them to guide us into more faithful discipleship.

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 


Closing Prayer
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!

 "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" 

"Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"
For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

To him be the glory forever! Amen.  (Romans 11:33-36)

SOME BIBLE STUDY TIPS

     This is a good place to talk about different ways of studying the Bible. We’ve already looked at meditation. You are learning and meditating on Romans 12:2 this week, and I trust you are being transformed by the renewing of your mind. And in this devotional booklet, you’re reading a passage of Scripture every day. These are two good ways to grow in our knowledge of Scripture. But they are not the only ways.

     It is good sometimes to study large portions of Scripture. Study a whole book. Join a Bible study that is focusing on a particular book. The church frequently offers Bible studies on various books of the Bible.  Read through the entire Bible. It is so important for our spiritual growth that we be familiar with the whole scope of Scripture. That may sound like a daunting task, but many folks at Woodbury have read the entire Bible. You can do it, too. Readings for a 1-year or 3-year reading plan are printed in the bulletin every week and are available at www.WoodburyPres.com. 

     We are developing courses in the ACTION Academy at Woodbury Presbyterian Church that are designed to help you read the whole Bible with understanding.    

     There is a wonderful four hour seminar called “Walk Thru the Old Testament” that will give you a fun and memorable overview of the Old Testament. This class will help you put all the puzzle pieces together so that you see the whole biblical picture. Tom Williams will lead that seminar at Woodbury from time to time.  Plan to take this foundational class.

     The monthly magazine “Daily Walk” takes you on a guided tour of the Bible in a year. You can use “Daily Walk” for your devotions one year, and discuss them with a small group.

     In addition to reading large portions of Scripture, it is important sometimes to concentrate on a particular passage and really dig in. You will be amazed at the treasures you uncover. Read a passage carefully in several translations. If a story or teaching appears more than one place in the Bible, compare those parallel passages. Focus on a particular word or phrase in the passage and see how it is used elsewhere in Scripture. Read good commentaries. The ACTION Academy classes “How to Study the Bible” and “Computer Bible Study” will help you develop these skills.

     Yet far and away the most important element of Bible study is prayer. This is true whether you are reading the Bible cover to cover or contemplating a single phrase. The Bible is inspired by God. It is only by God’s Spirit that we can understand it properly. Always pray before you read the Scriptures, that God will inspire you to understand the deep truth he has for you. And always pray after you read the Bible that you will apply what you have learned.

Key 3:  TEACH believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.
Day 4 Food for Growth

Opening Sentences  II Peter 2:2-3
Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Opening Prayer

I know, Lord God, that I do not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds from your mouth.  Nourish me with your teachings. Let me savor the sweetness of your truth. Fill me and satisfy me, yet make me always hungry for more. Help me grow and mature into the image of your Son. I pray in his name. Amen.
Scripture Reading  Hebrews 5:11-6:3
     11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

     6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2 instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so.
Discovery Questions

1. Verse 12 says that by this time we ought to be _______________________.

2. Verse 12 compares “elementary teachings” to __________________, not solid food.

3. According to verse 13, “milk” is for ________________________.

4.  According to verse 14, “solid food” is for the _____________________.

5. Verse 1 invites us to leave the _______________________ teachings about Christ and go on to ________________________________.
Scripture Reflections

     The Christian life is an adventure! It’s a journey. We don’t just “get saved” then wait around until we go to heaven. We develop.  We grow. We are being transformed.

     Our Scripture reading today talks about our food for the journey. It tells us how we are nourished and made strong. 

     We start with spiritual milk -- the elementary teachings about Christ. The Gospel message is sweet. 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

     I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

     Delicious! These tasty words flow across our tongues. Yet as we mature and learn to chew on their meaning, we discover that they are even more nourishing and more flavorful than we had realized before.

     For awhile we need someone to feed us. Then we learn how to use a spoon, a fork, a knife and feed ourselves. Later we develop our own culinary skills and before long, we’re cooking meals for our friends. (“By this time you ought to be teachers.”)
     Of course, we need guidance as we grow. We need others to coach us along the way. We don’t know what to study, or in what order. There is so much to learn, it feels overwhelming. Were do we start? Or where do we go from here.

     This is why we formed the ACTION Academy at Woodbury Presbyterian Church.  The ACTION. Academy is designed to “teach believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.” We start with basic classes and move to more advanced studies. The first classes include “The Explorers’ Course” (which is our new member class),  “Walk Thru the Old Testament” (which we talked about yesterday), “The Alpha Course” and “5 Keys to Purposeful Living” (which you are doing now). From there we will go on to deeper studies of the Bible and a smorgasbord of topics ranging from “Millennial Maze: Beliefs about the End Times” to “Growing Kids God’s Way,” from “Deepening Your Prayer Life” to “How To Become a Contagious Christian” and much more.

     Keep your eyes open for when various classes are offered. If you have not already done so, plan to take all the basic classes this year. Together we will move on toward maturity, and enjoy a bountiful feast.
Prayer

     [Start your prayer time today by selecting a phrase from the Apostles’ Creed, printed below. Think about what that phrase means. Imagine how your life would be different if that phrase were not true. Offer a prayer of thanks to God for what that truth means in your life. Then select another phrase and repeat the same process. Continue praying in this way as long as time permits.] 

I believe in God, 

the Father 

almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.

     I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, 

Our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, 

died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen.
     Lord, I thank you for the privilege of growing in faith with others who love you. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us teach believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.  

     For the elders on our Teach Team: Sandi Cole and Anita Ricahrd
     For our Director of Christian Education (DCE): Joyce Goodwin 
For our Sunday School teachers and helpers: Anita Richard w/ Heather Figearo, (Preschool) Cheryl Catron (Grades K-2) Jim and Shirley Hansen w/ Stacy Watkins (Grades 3-5) Andrea and Casper Branagan (High School), Pat Pinder w/ Sam Butler (Middle School) Dick and Mary Ferguson, Judy Manning (Explorers’ Course).  Mike Fleetwood (Adults) Casper and Andrea Branagan who lead Y-Zone for Middle and High School and helpers Sam Bulter
      Casper and Andrea Branagan who lead Y-Zone for Middle and High School. and helpers Sam 
Butler .

     For a new point person for the ACTION Academy, 

     For our “Take a Stand” Confirmation class

Bless them with deep wisdom and simple clarity. Increase their love for your word and your 
people, and use them to guide us into more faithful discipleship.     

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 


Closing Prayer
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!

 "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" 

"Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"
For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

To him be the glory forever! Amen.  (Romans 11:33-36)
Key 3:  TEACH believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.
Day 5 A Check up

Opening Sentences II Thessalonians 1:3
     We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love every one of you has for each other is increasing.
Opening Prayer

     Help me, Lord, not to conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but let me be transformed by the renewing of my mind. Then I will be able to test and approve what your will is -- your good, pleasing and perfect will. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
II Peter 1:1-11
     1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: 

     2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

     5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 

     10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Discovery Questions

1.  Verse 3 tells us that God’s divine power has given us __________________ we need for life and godliness. (So do we lack anything we need for life and godliness? _______)

2. According to verse 4, we may __________________________ in the divine nature.

3.  According to verses 5-7, what qualities should we add to our faith? _____________

_____________________  ________________________  ___________________

_____________________  ________________________  ___________________.

4. Verse 8 says that if we possess these qualities in _______________  ____________ they will keep us from being _________________ and __________________ in our knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Scripture Reflections

     By now we’ve got the point. The Lord does not want us to be stagnant in our faith. He wants us to grow. He wants us to be productive. He wants us to participate in the divine nature. So how are we doing? Let’s try a little check up. Below is a list of the 8 qualities today’s reading urges us to have “in increasing measure.” If a quality is increasing in your life, put a plus sign (+) next to it, and a brief sentence that explains or illustrates your answer. I expect you will get mostly pluses. However, if a quality is decreasing or staying the same, put a minus sign (-) next to it, and again, illustrate or explain.


_____ faith ____________________________________________________


_____ goodness _________________________________________________


_____ knowledge ________________________________________________


_____ self-control _______________________________________________


_____ perseverance ______________________________________________


_____ godliness _________________________________________________


_____ brotherly kindness ___________________________________________


_____ love ____________________________________________________

(E. Stanley Jones suggested that Christians use this as a daily checklist.)

Prayer

     [Using the checklist you just completed, praise the Lord for each of the areas in which you are growing! (Don’t claim the credit for yourself. Instead, rejoice! For these are signs of God’s Spirit at work in your life.)  Ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen you in particular areas where you are weak. Thank God for showing you any “growing edges.”]

     I am astonished at your promise, Lord God, that I can participate in your divine nature. I thank you that you have given me everything I need for life and godliness through the knowledge of Christ. Help me to increase in knowledge and love and every godly quality today and every day, that I may be a productive and effective disciple of Jesus my Lord.

     I thank you for the privilege of growing in faith with others who love you. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us teach believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.  

     For the elders on our Teach Team: Sandi Cole and Anita Ricahrd
     For our Director of Christian Education (DCE): Joyce Goodwin 
For our Sunday School teachers and helpers: Anita Richard w/ Heather Figearo, (Preschool) Cheryl Catron (Grades K-2) Jim and Shirley Hansen w/ Stacy Watkins (Grades 3-5) Andrea and Casper Branagan (High School), Pat Pinder w/ Sam Butler (Middle School) Dick and Mary Ferguson, Judy Manning (Explorers’ Course).  Mike Fleetwood (Adults) Casper and Andrea Branagan who lead Y-Zone for Middle and High School and helpers Sam Bulter
      Casper and Andrea Branagan who lead Y-Zone for Middle and High School. and helpers Sam 
Butler .

     For a new point person for the ACTION Academy, 

     For our “Take a Stand” Confirmation class

Bless them with deep wisdom and simple clarity. Increase their love for your word and your 
people, and use them to guide us into more faithful discipleship.         

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Closing Prayer
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!

 "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" 

"Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"
For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

To him be the glory forever! Amen.  (Romans 11:33-36)
Note: When you’ve finished meditating on Romans 12:2, why not start on II Peter 1:5-8?

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     Copy these verses on a 3x5 card and follow the same procedure outlined on day 2 of this week. 

Key 3:  TEACH believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.
Day 6 On to Completion

Opening Sentences  II Corinthians 3:18
And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
Opening Prayer [You may say or sing this prayer, written by Charles Wesley in 1747]

     Finish, then, Thy new creation; Pure and spotless let us be; Let us see Thy great salvation perfectly restored in Thee; Changed from glory into glory, Till in heaven we take our place, Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love and praise.

Philippians 1:4-11
     4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.
Discovery Questions

1.  Verse 6 says, “he who began a good work in you will carry it on to ______________.”

2.  In verse 9, the writer (Paul) prays “that your love may abound ________________ and 

     _______________________ ...”

3.  Verse 9 suggests that love abounds “in ______________ and depth of ____________.”

4.  In verse 11, Paul prays that we will be “filled with the ____________ of righteousness

     that comes through Jesus Christ.

Scripture Reflections

     You’re going to make it!  You are being transformed into Christ’s likeness with ever increasing glory! Our reading today promises that “he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion.” So don’t give up. Sometimes it will seem that the progress is slow. You may even feel that you’re going backwards at times. In fact, the process won’t be complete until the Lord returns (verse 6). But God is working in you. So keep growing. Keep studying the Scriptures. Keep praying. Keep serving. Keep loving.

     Every day we have an opportunity to become more like Jesus. We can only do that by the power of God, but we can be assured that God is doing his part. This is why Philippians 2:12-13 says, “... continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”
     The Christian life is a continuing adventure. Never settle down and become stagnant. Never settle for less than Christlikeness. Together, by the power of God’s Spirit, let’s keep growing.

Prayer
      We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord, all creation worships you, Father everlasting. To you, all angels, all the powers of heaven, the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

     The glorious company of apostles praise you. The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. Throughout the world the holy church acclaims you; Father, of majesty unbounded, your true and only Son, worthy of all praise, the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

     You, Christ, are the king of glory, the eternal Son of the Father. When you took our flesh to set us free you humbly chose the Virgin’s womb. You overcame the sting of death and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. We believe that you will come, and be our judge. Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the price of your own blood, and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. [“Te Deum Laudamus” (traditional)]

     Lord, I thank you for the privilege of growing in faith with others who love you. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us teach believers how to become more faithful disciples of Jesus.  

     For the elders on our Teach Team: Sandi Cole and Anita Ricahrd
     For our Director of Christian Education (DCE): Joyce Goodwin 
 For our Sunday School teachers and helpers: Anita Richard w/ Heather Figearo, (Preschool) Cheryl Catron (Grades K-2) Jim and Shirley Hansen w/ Stacy Watkins (Grades 3-5) Andrea and Casper Branagan (High School), Pat Pinder w/ Sam Butler (Middle School) Dick and Mary Ferguson, Judy Manning (Explorers’ Course).  Mike Fleetwood (Adults) Casper and Andrea Branagan who lead Y-Zone for Middle and High School and helpers Sam Bulter
      Casper and Andrea Branagan who lead Y-Zone for Middle and High School. and helpers Sam 
Butler .

     For a new point person for the ACTION Academy, 

     For our “Take a Stand” Confirmation class
Bless them with deep wisdom and simple clarity. Increase their love for your word and your people, and use them to guide us into more faithful discipleship.     

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 


Closing Prayer [Offer your own words of praise to God.]
Key 4:  INVOLVE people in a fellowship of Christlike love.

Day 1 Fellowship
Opening Sentences: Hebrews 10:24-25
     And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Opening Prayer

     I praise you, Father, because you have not left me alone in the world, but you have given me a spiritual family. Thank you for all we share.  Bless each of my brothers and sisters today as we read your word and pray and live in the joy of your presence.

Scripture Readings:  Acts 2:41-47 and Acts 4:32-37

(Acts 2:41-47)
     41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

     42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

(Acts 4:32-37)

     32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34 There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 

     36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.
Discovery Questions

1. According to Acts 2:42, to what four activities did the members of the early church

     devote themselves?______________________________________________

     _____________________________________________________________

2. What do you think it would mean to be “devoted” to the fellowship of the church?

     ______________________________________________________________

3. According to Acts 2:46, when and where (2 places) did the early Christians meet

     together? ___________________________________________________________

4. Acts 4:32 tells us that all the believers were one in ____________ and ___________.

5. Why were there no needy persons among them? ___________________________

Scripture Reflections

     We’ve lost the meaning of a powerful word. We’ve taken a rich biblical reality and reduced it to something almost trivial. I’m talking about “fellowship.” 

     We get a glimpse of real Christian fellowship in today’s readings from the book of Acts. These two passages are snapshots of the Church at its best. See how involved these Christians were in each other’s lives. They not only worshipped together, they ate together. They gathered in their homes as well as in the temple. They shared what they had, and even sold some of their material possessions to help each other in times of need. They “were one in heart and mind.”

     Now more than ever the church needs to recover that kind of fellowship. People today live such isolated lives. Families are spread out all over the country. Our jobs often require us to travel far from home. Many times we don’t even know our next-door neighbors. Even on the telephone it seems we speak to more machines than actual human beings! We need a place where we can experience profound community. We need to develop meaningful relationships. We need a place where we truly belong. That’s what the fellowship of the church is all about.

     That kind of fellowship doesn’t happen automatically. It takes investment and intention. It takes time to get to know one another. It takes devoting ourselves to the fellowship.
     Notice that the early Christians met both at the temple and in each other’s homes. In addition to gathering with the whole congregation, they also came together in small groups. That’s where real community takes place. In small groups we get to know one another and care for one another in ways that are impossible in a crowd. 

     At Woodbury we talk about the church “growing larger and smaller at the same time.” (We borrowed that phrase from Saddleback Community Church in California.) As the population around the church swells, we want to include more and more people in our fellowship. We want to share the joyful new life in Christ with those in our neighborhood. So the church will continue to grow larger. Yet we want to keep that “small church feeling.” We want people to feel like they belong and know that they are loved.   

     Our primary strategy for growing larger and smaller at the same time is to help people get involved in small groups. I hope you’ve already joined a small group. If  not, plan to do so. (A list of our current small groups, and who you should contact to join, is included at the end of this devotional.)

     Part of our mission as a church is to “Involve people in a fellowship of Christ like love.” To do that we need your involvement. Get to know people at church. Stay after services and visit with people during coffee hour. Come to the church suppers. Go to lunch with members of the congregation, or invite them to your home. Call people just to see how they’re doing.  Take part in a small group. Let’s find out how rich true Christian fellowship can be.  
Prayer

     Thank you, Lord, for the joy of human love: For families and friends and brothers and sisters in Christ. Thank you for phone calls from cousins and e-mail from friends and conversations with people who care. Thank you for meals together and shared laughter and hugs. These are precious gifts that come from you.

     I pray for those who are lonely and isolated, especially those I mention by name:


For families that are far apart ... 

            For those serving in the military and their families


For those who travel ...


For people in nursing homes and hospitals ...


For former friends who no longer speak to each other ...


For widows, widowers and orphans of all ages ...


For divorced people ....     and their children ...


For those who “don’t fit in” ...     and the people who exclude them ...


For hostages and prisoners of war ...



For those estranged from the church ...


And for those we too often forget in prayer ...

Soothe them with your comfort and surround them with your love. Help me to love them in your name.

     I thank you for the privilege of being in community with others who love you and are growing in love. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us involve people in a fellowship of Christ like love.  

     For our “Involve” team elders, Dean Goodwin and Suellen Golden  

     For Small Group Coordinator: Jim Mayo, and for someone to partner with him. 
     For our small groups and their leaders

     For members of your small group.  

For those who are not yet in a group.

     For Dean Goodwin and those leading the “Alpha Course” to be anounced
     For those who serve refreshments after worship.

Give us perfect unity as a church, O Lord. Make us one in heart and mind. Together, help us to grow in love, until we love one another as you love us.

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 


Benediction: II Corinthians 13:14

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
Join A Small Group
     Several small groups are meeting at various times and places during week, studying different topics. Any of these groups would be delighted to have you join them.

Start your own small group! Call the church office at 407-282-5683

Key 4:  INVOLVE people in a fellowship of Christlike love.
Day 2 The Body of Christ

Opening Sentences: Colossians 3:15

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 

Opening Prayer

     Surprise me today, Lord, with truth I did not know, or had forgotten, or had taken too lightly. Then help me to live what you teach me, for your glory and my increasing joy. I ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

Scripture Reading: I Corinthians 12:12-31
     12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

     14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

     21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

     27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now I will show you the most excellent way.
Discovery Questions

1. Verse 13 says that we are all baptized by one Spirit into one  ___________________.

2. According to verse 18, who arranged the parts of the body just as he wanted them to

    be? __________________.

3. Verse 21 teaches that no one part of the body can say to any other, “___________

     ___________________.”

4. According to verses 24-25, God has combined the members of the body in such a way

   that there should be no _________________ in the body.

5. Verse 26 says that if one part suffers, ___________ part suffers with it; if one part is 

     honored, ____________ part rejoices with it.

6. According to verse 27, “you are the ______________ of Christ.”
Scripture Reflections

     “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” The “body of Christ” is one of the Bible’s favorite images for talking about the Church. (See also Romans 12:4-5, Ephesians 4:3-16, Colossians 3:15) That image beautifully illustrates the deep spiritual truths that you and I are united with Christ and united with one another. Just as your hands, your feet, your eyes and every other organ and limb are joined together in an organic unity, so we are one in Christ.
     We breathe the same air. We are nourished by the same spiritual food. The same life-blood flows through our veins. We are one. We belong together. In fact we need one another just as our bodies need their various parts. I need you and you need me and we both need every other member of the congregation. To be sure we can limp along without this person or stammer through life without that one, but for the body of Christ to be healthy and whole, each one is vital. 

     This is why joining a church is such a significant event. It is far more meaningful than joining, say, the Rotary, the Scouts, the football team or any other group. It is more like being adopted into a family than joining a club. In fact, it is becoming part of a body. For the church is not so much an organization as a living organism. We are the body of Christ.

     Christ wants his body to be so connected that “if one part suffers, every part suffers with it; and if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.” Christ wants the members of his body to be so committed that no one part can ever say, “I do not belong to the body,” and no member can ever say to another, “I don’t need you.” We are one.

     We should never take church membership lightly. When we do we rob ourselves of the rich fellowship the Lord wants us to enjoy. Get to know other members of the church. Spend time with them. Invite them to a meal. Call people from time to time to see how they’re doing -- especially if you missed them in church. They may have a need you can fill. And of course, don’t forget about being in a small group.

     You belong in the body of Christ. You are needed in the body of Christ. You are deeply loved in the body of Christ.  We are one.

Prayer

     Thank you, Lord Jesus, for your body, the church. Thank you for making me part of it. Help me and all my brothers and sisters truly to cherish and enjoy the mystic unity we have in you. Help us to become a closer church. Use me to do my part.

[For your prayer time today read through a copy of the church directory and thank God for each person listed. Pray that the Lord will bless that person today and draw that person closer to himself. Ask God to give you a greater love for that brother or sister. Also, pick one or two people whom you will get to know better this week.]

Benediction: II Corinthians 13:14

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
Note:  How are you doing with your Scripture meditation? When you finish Romans 12:2 and II Peter 1:5-8, here’s another great passage. It is short, but very profound and excellent for deep meditation. Get your 3x5 card.

I John 4:12

12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

Key 4:  INVOLVE people in a fellowship of Christlike love.
Day 3 Love

Opening Sentences: Colossians 3:12-14
     12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
Opening Prayer

     I praise you, O God, for you are perfect love. Immerse me in your love. Saturate me. Permeate me. Fill me. For your love gives life purpose and power. And without love, I am nothing. Amen.

Scripture Reading: I Corinthians 13:1-13 
     1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

     4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

     8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

     13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
Scripture Reflections

     The core of Christian fellowship is love. This is the “most excellent way” we were promised at the end of yesterday’s reading. Verses 1-3 tell us that spiritual gifts, strong faith, caring for others in times of need, even martyrdom are all meaningless unless they are motivated by love.

     Verses 4-8a give us one of the most beautiful descriptions of love ever written. Notice that love is not described in terms of feelings or emotions but attitudes and behaviors. Love is our life orientation. When we say that Christians love one another, we don’t mean that we get all mushy when we’re together, though sometimes that happens. We mean we are patient with one another, kind to one another, do not envy one another and so on. 

     This is a supernatural love. This is a love that comes from God alone. Yet the Holy Spirit gives the capacity for this kind of love to every Christian. (Remember, “the fruit of the Spirit is love ...” Galatians 5:22)

     One of our main goals at Woodbury Presbyterian Church is to become a fellowship of Christlike love. Christ is calling us to love one another with the kind of divine love we read about today. You or I may not always love on that level yet, but remember that we can grow in love. I Thessalonians 1:3 says, “We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love every one of you has for each other is increasing.” Let’s commit ourselves to developing this kind of loving character.

     One more thing. Verse 13 says, “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” Think of it. In heaven we won’t need faith any more because we will know fully, as we are fully known. In heaven we won’t need hope, for all our hopes will be fulfilled. But in heaven we will love eternally, with Christlike love. Let’s start now.

Prayer

[Verses 4-8a are not only a beautiful description of love, they are also, not surprisingly, an accurate depiction of Jesus. Those verses are printed below, but a blank space has been substituted for the words “love” and “it.” Read these verses as a prayer, inserting the name, “Jesus” in each blank. (Jesus is patient, Jesus is kind etc.) Then think of an example of how Jesus has shown his love in that way. (When was a time he was patient with you? How has he been kind? And so on.) Thank and praise him for each of these.]

 ______ is patient, ______ is kind. ______ does not envy, ______ does not boast, ______ is not proud.  ______ is not rude, ______ is not self-seeking, ______ is not easily angered, ______ keeps no record of wrongs. ______ does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. ______ always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. ______ never fails.

[Since it is our goal to love with Christlike love, read the verses again, but this time put your own name in the blank. Envision your daily life as if each of those statements were as true of you as they are of Jesus. That is the kind of person you are becoming! In Christ, learn to think of yourself in that way. Ask the Lord to forgive where you have fallen short of that kind of love, and to help you grow in love today and every day.]
     I thank you for the privilege of being in community with others who love you and are growing in love. I ask your blessings on each brother and sister at Woodbury Presbyterian Church, especially those who use their spiritual gifts to help us involve people in a fellowship of Christlike love.  

     For our “Involve” team elders, Dean Goodwin and Suellen Golden  

     For Small Group Coordinator: Jim Mayo, and for someone to partner with him. 
     For our small groups and their leaders

     For members of your small group.  

For those who are not yet in a group.

     For Dean Goodwin and those leading the “Alpha Course” to be announced
     For those who serve refreshments after worship.

Give us perfect unity as a church, O Lord. Make us one in heart and mind. Together, help us to grow in love, until we love one another as you love us.

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 


Benediction: II Corinthians 13:14

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
Key 4:  INVOLVE people in a fellowship of Christlike love

Day 4 More Love

Opening Sentences: John 13:34 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
Opening Prayer

     Thank you, Lord, for the precious gift of love. I am here before you now so that you will help me learn to love like you love. This is a bold and radical request, O Lord, but I pray that your love will be made complete in me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Scripture Reading: I John 4:7-21

     7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

     13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 

     God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

     19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.

Discovery Questions

1. According to verse 7, love comes from ____________.

2. Verse 11 says that since God loved us, we also ought to love _____ _____________.

3. According to verse 12, what two things happen if we love one another? ____________

     _________________________________________________________________

4. According to verse 16 (third paragraph), whoever lives in love lives in __________,

     and __________ in him.

5. Verse 19 explains that we love because ___________________________________

6. According to verse 21, the Lord’s command is that whoever loves God must also 

     _____________________________.

7.  How many times are the words “love,” “loves” or “loved” used in this passage? _____
Scripture Reflections

     This passage teaches us so much about love that we could fill a book exploring it! (As a matter of fact, you could say that the whole Bible is an exposition of verse 19.) Today, however, we will focus on four crucial truths.    

     First, the Lord commands us to love one another. It isn’t an option we can take or leave. The Bible puts it quite strongly. “Anyone who does not love his brother ... cannot love God.”  “Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” If we refuse to love any brother or sister, we withdraw our love from God.

     A command to love may strike us as a little strange.  We can control the ways we treat people, but can we make ourselves love another person? Remember, however, that Christian love is more than a feeling or an emotion. It is an entire orientation toward life.

     Second, the Lord motivates us to love one another. “Since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” “We love because he first loved us.”  Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” The more we focus on God’s incredible, unconditional love for us, the more impossible it becomes for us to withhold love from anyone else. How can we refuse to love someone whom Christ loved enough to die for, just as he died for you and me?

     Third, the Lord empowers us to love one another. “Love comes from God.” Yesterday we noted that true Christian love is a supernatural love. Jesus said, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” (John 13:34) On our own, we are just not capable of that kind of love. But as Romans 5:5 explains, “God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” So when we love one another with Christian love, it is really God who loves through us. We don’t have to force ourselves to love other people, we simply need to let ourselves be channels for God’s love. Christlike love comes from God.

     That leads us to a fourth truth. This is a deep spiritual reality. A mystical realization. Not only does God’s love flow through us when we love one another, but God himself fills our very being. “Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” “If we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”  When we love one another, God becomes the air we breathe, the very atmosphere in which we move. We are never closer to God than when we love our brothers and sisters as Christ loves us.

     Dear friends, let us love one another. This is what we mean when we talk about including people in a fellowship of Christ like love.

Prayer

     Lord, I want more of you. I want to live in you. I want you to live inside of me. I want to be one with you. So fill me now, Lord, and make me a vessel of your love. Give me a greater, deeper love for the people around me, and help me to put that love into action in all my relationships.

     [Write down the names of three to five people in each of the categories listed below. Ask God to help you and show you how to love each person more perfectly with Christlike love. Praise God for the privilege of letting his love flow through you to each person.]

     I pray for:


My relatives _______________________________________________________


People in my neighborhood ________________________________________


Co-workers or fellow students ______________________________________


(If you are retired, pray for former co-workers.)


Members of my small group ________________________________________


Other members of the church _______________________________________


People who are hard for me to love (you may use initials or code for this one!)


___________________________________


People who have hurt me _________________________________________

     I thank you for the privilege of being in community with others who love you and are growing in love. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us involve people in a fellowship of Christ like love.  

     For our “Involve” team elders, Dean Goodwin and Suellen Golden  

     For Small Group Coordinator: Jim Mayo, and for someone to partner with him. 
     For our small groups and their leaders

     For members of your small group.  

For those who are not yet in a group.

     For Dean Goodwin and those leading the “Alpha Course” to be announced
     For those who serve refreshments after worship.
Give us perfect unity as a church, O Lord. Make us one in heart and mind. Together, help us to grow in love, until we love one another as you love us.

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Benediction: II Corinthians 13:14

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
Key 4:  INVOLVE people in a fellowship of Christlike love.
Day 5 Forgiveness

Opening Sentences: Colossians 3:12-14
     12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
Opening Prayer [Sing or say this prayer from “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee.”)

Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing ever blest, Wellspring of the joy of living, Ocean depth of happy rest! Thou our Father, Christ our brother, All who live in love are Thine. Teach us how to love each other, Lift us to the joy divine! Amen.
Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:21-35
     21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 

     22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

     23 "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

     26 "The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 

     28 "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 

     29 "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’

     30 "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 

     32 "Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 

     35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”
Discovery Questions

1.  In verse 22, how many times does Jesus say we should forgive those who sin

     against us? _________ (Note: Some translations say “seventy times seven.”)

2. A talent (verse 24) was worth more than 15 years wages for a laborer. Based on the 

     average income in your household, approximately  how much would a talent be worth

     today? ___________________. How about 10,000 talents? __________________.

3. What did the servant offer to do in verse 26? _____________________________.

4. What did the master do in verse 27? ____________________________________.
5. A denarius (verse 28) was the usual pay for one day of labor. Based on the average

     income in your household, approximately how much would a denarius be worth

     today?_______. And 100 denarii? _________.

6. In verse 33, the master says, “Shouldn’t you have had ______________ on your fellow

     servant, just as ____ had on _______?”

7. Verse 35 says you should “forgive your brother from your ________________.”

8. What do you suppose Jesus would have us do when a brother or sister sins against us 

     the 78th time (or 491st time)? _______________________.

Scripture  Reflections

     Nothing will block the flow of God’s love like a grudge. 

     So often people hurt us and disappoint us and fail to do what we think they should. That’s beyond question. As a matter of fact many times we are right and they are wrong. But what can we do about it?

     Oh, we can seek retribution, but revenge never makes things better. Then the other person feels a need to get even with us, and the trouble only escalates. Family feuds and world wars are fueled by that kind of thinking.

      We have to admit, there is something satisfying about nursing a grudge. It lets us justify ourselves. It allows us feel superior to the scoundrels who harmed us. Perhaps it even gives us permission to behave in some ways that we know are wrong. But remember, nothing will block the flow of God’s love like a grudge.

     So Jesus calls us to a better way. Jesus tells us to forgive.

     To be sure, forgiveness is costly. It’s hard to forgive. The other person does not deserve our forgiveness. The other person is not worthy of our mercy. But that’s exactly the point. Unless someone has wronged us, there’s no need to forgive. When someone makes up for his or her misdeeds, there’s no need to forgive. By definition, forgiveness is unfair. Mercy and forgiveness are forms of grace. They cannot be earned, but only freely given. 

     Yet forgiveness is a part of Christlike love. Remember I Corinthians 13:5. Love “keeps no record of wrongs.” When we refuse to forgive, we choose not to love. And when we choose not to love, we expel God from our lives. “Whoever does not love does not know God.” (I John 4:8) So as costly as forgiveness is, the refusal to forgive costs us much, much more. More than any Christian can afford.

     In the parable we read today Jesus illustrates the reason to forgive. Consider all that he has forgiven you and me. Consider the great price he paid for our forgiveness. So often we hurt him and disappoint him and fail to do what he says we should. That’s beyond question. He is right and we are wrong. Yet he forgives us. “I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to,” he says to you and me. “Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?” (Verses 32-33)

     The Lord forgives us because he loves us. And he calls us and empowers us to love like he does. Nothing will block the flow of God’s love like a grudge. So let’s get rid of any grudges we may continue to hold. And let’s commit ourselves never to make another grudge welcome in our lives. Paul summed it up well in Colossians 3:13-14 “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”
Prayer

     [Jesus told us when we pray to say, “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.”


- Take a few minutes to remember some of the many things God has forgiven in your life, and praise him for that forgiveness.


- Take time for personal self-examination. Confess any sins of the recent or distant past that you have not yet confessed: “In my thoughts and in my words, in the things that I have done and in what I have failed to do, I have sinned.” Now thank and praise God that, by his self-sacrifice in Jesus Christ, those sins are also forgiven.


- Now think of any persons who may have wronged you and who need your forgiveness. Forgive them as God in Christ has forgiven you. Release any anger and bitterness you may have. Surrender it to God and ask him to take it away.


Believe that he has taken it, then leave it alone. If those feelings start coming back,


remind yourself that you have given them up. You no longer claim any right to them.


- Finally, commit to God to do whatever you can do to achieve reconciliation in those 
relationships.]

Closing Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. As we forgive our debtors. As we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
Note: Let’s start meditating on Colossians 3:12-14. Get your 3x5 card.
     12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. (Colossians 3:12-14)

Key 4:  INVOLVE people in a fellowship of Christlike love.
Day 6 Attitude

Opening Sentences: I Corinthians 1:10 
     I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.
Opening Prayer

     All praise to the Father, from whom all things come; and all praise to Christ Jesus, his only Son; and all praise to the Spirit who makes us one. And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, but our love. Yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

Scripture Reading: Philippians 2:1-18
     1 If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

     5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

     12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 

     14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 16 as you hold out the word of life--in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.
Discovery Questions

1. Do you experience any of the blessings that are mentioned in verse 1? ___ Which 

     ones? _______________________________________________________________

2. Verse 2 connects complete joy to members of the church “being _________-________

     having the same _________, being one in _______________ and _______________.”

3. Verse 3 says “Do nothing out of ___________ _________ or ________ __________.”

     Verse 14 says “Do everything without _______________ or ___________________.”

     How are the two related? _______________________________________________

4. Verse 5 says our “attitude should be the same as that of  __________ ____________.”

Scripture Reflections

     Bible scholars believe that verses 6-11 are an ancient creed or hymn which the apostle Paul quoted in this letter to the Christians in Philippi. Indeed these verses are beautiful and thick with theological meaning. But notice that Paul uses these words, not for the sake of ponderous theology, but to make a very practical point. (Good theology always makes a practical point.) He uses them to tell Christians how to treat one another. 

     He calls us to like-mindedness (perhaps we don’t need to cling quite so tightly to our individual opinions) and love. He calls us to unity in spirit and purpose. He calls us to humility and mutual support. But he really drives his point home in verse 5. “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” 

     That attitude should control the ways we treat one another. If Jesus wouldn’t do what you’re tempted to do to someone, then don’t do it. If Jesus wouldn’t say what you’re about to say to a brother or sister, then don’t say it. If Jesus wouldn’t tell what you are itching to tell about a brother or sister, then don’t tell it. If Jesus wouldn’t think that thought about one of his children, then banish it from your mind. “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” 

     A more detailed description of this attitude is found in Ephesians 4:23-32, which tells us to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

     Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. “In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 

     Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
     “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” 
     I love the way the Revised Standard Version translates this verse. “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.”  This brings out the fact that the mind of Christ has already been given to us. As I Corinthians 2:16 says, “But we have the mind of Christ.” Of course. Christ lives in us. We have invited him into our lives. So all we have to do is access his mind that is in us. All we have to do is let that Christ like attitude shine through.

     Jesus humbled himself and God exalted him (verses 8-9). In a fellowship of Christ like love, we treat each other with humility. We sacrifice our selfishness and our egos. We surrender our superiority and our agendas for the complete joy that comes from Christian unity. In a fellowship of Christlike love we cultivate a whole new attitude, which controls our actions and our words. “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” 

Prayer

     I praise you, O God, for the fellowship of Christ like love you are continually creating in your church, and I thank you for calling me to be a part of it. Help us each to live and act and speak from this new attitude. Let the love of Christ shine through me and each of my brothers and sisters, that we may be light to the world, drawing all those around us to you.
[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Benediction: II Corinthians 13:14

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
Key 5:  OFFER God’s gift of NEW Life in Christ to our community 

and the world.

Day 1 The Witness

Opening Sentences: John 1:6-9

     There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 

Opening Prayer

     How can I thank you, Lord, for the richness you have brought to my life? How can I show my gratitude for the difference you make in me? There is only one way. Help me to share your love with others. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Scripture Reading: John 1:19-34
     19 Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I am not the Christ." 

     21 They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" 

     He said, "I am not." 

    "Are you the Prophet?" 

     He answered, "No." 

     22 Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 

     23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert, `Make straight the way for the Lord.'"

     24 Now some Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 

     26 "I baptize with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie." 

     28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
     29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel." 

     32 Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33 I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 34 I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God." 
Discovery Questions

1. Verse 19 says, “Now this was John’s ___________________ ...”

2. In verse 23, John claims to be the voice of one calling in the desert, “Make straight the

     way for _____ _____________.”

3. In verse 31 John says, “the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be 

     _______________ to Israel.”

4. Verse 32 says, “Then John gave this __________________, ‘I saw the Spirit come 

     down from heaven as a dove and remain on him.”

5. In verse 34 John says, “I have seen and I _____________ that this is the Son of God.”
Scripture Reflections

     [Note: We are dealing with two different men named “John” today. The passage is about the man we call “John the Baptist.” The passage was written by John the apostle of Jesus.]

     John (the Baptist) had one overriding mission in life: to give testimony about Jesus. “He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.” (John 1:7) Even when he is asked direct questions about himself, John turns the subject back to the Lord. (See verses 23 and 26-27.)  In fact, he says that this is the reason he came baptizing. In both his words and in his actions, John was always pointing beyond himself to the Lord. John’s life was dedicated to helping people believe in “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.”

     In this way John is a model for all Christians, for every Christian is a witness. Acts 1:8 tells us that one of the last things Jesus said to his followers before he ascended to heaven was,  “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” That is a loaded verse, and we will spend some time unpacking its meaning later this week. For now we notice that Jesus calls every Christian to be a witness. 
     Every Christian is a witness. To be sure we have different gifts and different ministries. We learned that during our second week of these devotions. Not everyone is supposed to lead evangelistic crusades, like Billy Graham. Nevertheless, every Christian is a witness.

     Like John, we witness with our words. Notice that John did not delve into complex theological arguments. He even admitted the limits of his knowledge (verse 33). Instead, he simply told what he knew. We can witness the same way. Of course we will continue to grow in our knowledge, and that can make our testimony even more effective. But our witness can’t wait until we understand everything. We can tell what we know about Jesus now.

     And like John, we witness with our actions. Jesus put it this way, “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) So when you bring in food for the food pantry you bear witness to Jesus. When you set aside time for daily devotions, you bear witness to Jesus. When you allow Christlike love to flow through you, you bear witness to Jesus.

     Not only that, but even when we’re not engaged in “religious” activities, we are witnesses. Especially then we are witnesses. People observe our behavior at work or school, how we drive, the ways we treat people in the check-out line, the books we read, the movies we watch and so on. When people know we are Christians, they watch to see what difference Jesus makes in our lives. Sometimes we are good witnesses, other times perhaps not so good. Nevertheless, in every aspect of our lives, we have the opportunity to let our lights shine, so that people will see Christ in us and come to glorify God. Every Christian is a witness.

     John had one overriding mission in life: to give testimony about Jesus. You and I share that mission.

Prayer

     [Take a moment to think about your plans and hopes for the next 24 hours. Who are some of the people you expect to see or contact? What activities will you do? Where will you be? Now think of these as opportunities to be a witness for Christ in words and actions. In the spaces below write down 4 or 5 opportunities you expect to have to be Christ’s witness in the next 24 hours. Envision yourself being an effective witness in each situation. What will you do or say? Then spend time praying over each situation, asking the Holy Spirit to help you point to Christ.] ________________________________  _______________________________

________________________________  _______________________________

________________________________  
     Lord, I thank you for the privilege of being your witness in community with others whose lives have been changed by your love. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us offer your gift of new life in Christ to our community and the world.  

     For “Offer New life” team elders, Bob Buford and Bobby Fleetwood 
     For our missionaries in Uganda, Ken and Lynn Chapman, Brianna and Sophia

     For Lydia and Matt, serving in a dangerous situation
     For all missionaries

     For those who will be involved in our short term mission trips (Mexico in July and one other).
     For people you know who do not know Christ

     For Pastor Jose Torres and Iglesia Presbiteriana Maranata

     For Pastor Balbino Diaz Roa and our sister church, “Vida Nueva” in Temixco, Mexico

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Benediction: Matthew 28:18-20
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

Key 5:  "OFFER God’s gift of NEW Life in Christ to our community 

and the world.

Day 2 Won by One
Opening Sentences: Luke 10:2
"The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
Opening Prayer

Dear Lord, the harvest is plentiful! So many people need your love. But the workers are few. Please send out workers into your harvest field. And give me the strength to do the work you have for me, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Scripture Reading: John 1:35-50
     35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" 

     37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?" 

     They said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 

     39 "Come," he replied, "and you will see." 

     So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth hour. 

     40 Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. 

     Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter). 

     43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, "Follow me." 

     44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote-Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

     46 "Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael asked. 

     "Come and see," said Philip. 

     47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, "Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false." 

     48 "How do you know me?" Nathanael asked. 

     Jesus answered, "I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you." 

     49 Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel." 

     50 Jesus said, "You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things than that." 51 He then added, "I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 

Discovery Questions

1.  According to verse 37, what did John’s two disciples do when John pointed them

     toward Jesus? _________________________________________________________

2.  According to verses 41-42, what was the first thing Andrew did after he got to know 

     Jesus? _______________________________________________________________

3.  According to verse 45, what did Philip do after he followed Jesus? ________________

     _____________________________________________________________________

4.  In verse 46, Philip answers Nathaniel’s objections with three words: “_____________

     _________  ____________.”

Scripture Reflections
     Today’s story takes up where yesterday’s left off -- with John the Baptist pointing people to Jesus. As a result, two of John’s friends had their lives changed for eternity. In fact, they themselves became life changers.

     The first thing Andrew did after he met Jesus was tell his brother, Simon, what he had found. The next day Philip did the same thing for Nathaniel. Of course. When you see a great film, what do you do? You tell your friends. When you discover a terrific restaurant, what do you do? You tell your friends. Suppose you came across a cure for cancer, or even for the common cold, what would you do? I hope you would tell the world what you had found.

     In Christ we find something far more valuable than a movie, a meal, or even a medical miracle. In Christ we find joy, peace, forgiveness, love, new life. It’s only normal for us to want to share that with the people we care about. 

     Did you know that the vast majority of people who attend a church for the first time do so because they received a personal invitation from someone they know? “Come and see.” People often equate evangelism with packed stadiums and persuasive preachers, or with mass media presentations. Yet the most effective form of evangelism is simply one person sharing with a friend the new life he or she has found in Christ. A classic definition by D.T. Niles of India says, “Christianity is one beggar telling another beggar where he found bread.”

     Suppose you were to spend this year sharing with a friend the exciting things you’re learning as you grow in Christ. Then suppose that next year, while you and your friend continue to mature, you each introduce another person to Jesus and help those two people develop as disciples. The next year all four of you share with one person each, so now there are eight. The next year there are sixteen, then thirty-two, then sixty-four growing disciples. After ten years the number would be 1,024. After fifteen years it would be 32,768. After twenty years, the number would be almost 10.5 million dynamic, growing disciples! You would change the world, one life at a time.

     Now imagine if I were doing the same thing you’re doing. All the numbers would double. And if every member of the church did the same thing, the results would be astronomical. No, the results would be heavenly.

     Would this formula work perfectly if we applied it directly to our lives? Maybe not. Tragically, some people would grow for a time, then give up. Others would be taken out of the equation by going to be with the Lord.  Yet think of the lives that would be changed! Look at the difference you can make just by sharing, one on one, what you have found in Christ.

Prayer
[Meditate for a moment about how your life would be different if you didn’t know and believe in Christ. In the spaces below, write three significant differences Jesus makes in your life.  Thank him for each of these.] _________________________________

________________________________  _________________________________

[Now review your prayer exercise from yesterday. How effectively did you witness in those 5 situations? How did you experience the Lord helping you or working through you? Jot down something you learned from that experiment, and thank God for it.]

________________________________________________________________

[Now list five people with whom you wish you could share the new life you have found in Christ. Pray for each one. ] ___________________

_______________________________  ___________________________________

_______________________________  ___________________________________

[Finally, ask the Lord to lead you to at least one person with whom you could share God’s love and help grow in faith over the next year.]

Benediction: Matthew 28:18-20
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

Key 5:  OFFER God’s gift of NEW Life in Christ to our community 

and the world.

Day 3 Your Story

Opening Sentences: I Peter 3:15

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”
Opening Prayer

     How can I thank you, Lord, for the richness you have brought to my life? How can I show my gratitude for the difference you make in me? There is only one way. Help me to share your love with others. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Scripture Reading: Acts 26:1-29

     1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permission to speak for yourself." 

     So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defense: 2 "King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate to stand before you today as I make my defense against all the accusations of the Jews, 3 and especially so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs and controversies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to me patiently. 

     4 "The Jews all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the beginning of my life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem. 5 They have known me for a long time and can testify, if they are willing, that according to the strictest sect of our religion, I lived as a Pharisee. 6 And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our fathers that I am on trial today. 7 This is the promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve God day and night. O king, it is because of this hope that the Jews are accusing me. 8 Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?

     9 "I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the saints in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 11 Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried to force them to blaspheme. In my obsession against them, I even went to foreign cities to persecute them. 

     12 "On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 13 About noon, O king, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. 14 We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’

     15 "Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’

     "’I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. 16 ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you. 17 I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’

     19 "So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 20 First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds. 21 That is why the Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. 22 But I have had God's help to this very day, and so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen-- 23 that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles." 

     24 At this point Festus interrupted Paul's defense. "You are out of your mind, Paul!" he shouted. "Your great learning is driving you insane." 

     25 "I am not insane, most excellent Festus," Paul replied. "What I am saying is true and reasonable. 26 The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.

     " 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?" 

     29 Paul replied, "Short time or long--I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains."

Discovery Questions

1. In verse 9, Paul says, “I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to 


     ____________________ the name of Jesus of Nazareth.”

2. According to verse 15 a voice said to Paul, “I am _________________, whom you

     are persecuting.”

3. In verse 22, Paul says, “But I have had God's _______ to this very day, and so I stand

     here and ____________ to small and great alike.”

4. Paul prayed in verse 29, that “all who are listening to me today may become

    ____________ ___ _____, except for these chains.” 

Scripture Reflections

     Remember having to outline stories and passages in school? Well today’s reading is a cinch to outline. In verses 4-11 Paul tells what his life was like before he met Christ. Verses 12-18 tell how he came to know Christ, and verses 19-23 show the difference Christ has made in his life. (Call the rest “intro” and “conclusion,” and our outline is done!)

     I mention that because this passage presents us with an excellent floorplan for building our own personal testimonies. Nothing is more effective for sharing the new life in Christ than simply telling our own faith stories. It can be beneficial to quote the Bible chapter and verse, and with your 3x5 cards you’re learning to do that. And sometimes it helps to have thought through answers to some of the “tough” questions people ask about Christianity. Several of our ACTION Academy courses will help you learn to do that. But the main thing people want to know is whether or not Christianity “works.” They want to understand how having a relationship with Christ can make a difference in their lives, and how they can come to know him. It turns out that no one on earth is more qualified to answer those questions than you are! Only you can explain the difference he makes in your life. Only you can tell how you came to know him. And those are among the most valuable things you can share.

     The problem is that many Christians have not thought much about these matters. So let’s take a few minutes to think them through right now. 

1. How would you describe your life before you came to know Christ? Be honest. You don’t have to pretend you were miserable or malicious or anything else if you weren’t. On the other hand, you don’t have to sugar-coat it if you were.  Either way, you are a Christian now because in Jesus you found something you didn’t have before. How would you describe what you were missing? ___________

__________________________________________________________________

2. Remember how you came to know Jesus personally. 

     How old were you? ______

     Where were you?(Did someone share with you at school, were you in church or at a church

     camp? At home reading a book?)____________________________

     How did it happen? _______________________________________________

     What was said? __________________________________________________

     Did it happen suddenly or over a period of time? ______________________

     What were some events that led up to this occurrence? ____________________

       _____________________________________________________________

Note: Some people don’t remember a moment when they started believing in Christ, but there was probably a time when you realized Jesus wanted you to live for him, and you decided to do so. (If you have never made that decision, I urge you to do so today!)

3. List three significant differences Christ makes in your life. (This should be easy, since we did this as part of our prayer time yesterday.)

     ________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________

4. You have just outlined your “Personal Testimony.” Make it a point to share your testimony with three other people in the next week. (In order to get used to sharing your testimony, it’s okay to share with another Christian. This is not only good practice, it also helps build the other person’s faith. But if it is possible, try to share your story with at least one person who does not yet know Jesus.)

[Note: Please write out your personal testimony on one page and share it with me. I would be thrilled to read it. And at some point I may ask your permission to share it with others in the congregation. Thank you. -- Pastor Rod]

Prayer

    Thank you, Lord, for changing my life. 

In your presence I have found joy and peace and unconditional love. 

  In you I find forgiveness. My soul is washed clean. 

    I discover wisdom and guidance daily from your Word. 

      My life has direction and purpose as I grow in knowledge and love. 

        I am being transformed into your likeness. 

          You surround me with people who love me, and your own love flows through me. 

And as if that were not enough, you have promised that I will spend blissful eternity with you. 

All of this comes from knowing you. 

Thank you, Lord, for changing my life.

     I really want to share this new life with others. But sometimes, Lord, I’m timid. Forgive me for those times when I am embarrassed to talk about you. Teach me how to be winsome and gracious. Let me speak with gentleness and respect. Never let me be pushy or manipulative, but let your love shine through my sharing. Through me, draw others to yourself.

     Lord, I thank you for the privilege of being your witness in community with others whose lives have been changed by your love. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us offer your gift of new life in Christ to our community and the world.  

     For “Offer New life” team elders, Bob Buford and Bobby Fleetwood 
     For our missionaries in Uganda, Ken and Lynn Chapman, Brianna and Sophia

     For Lydia and Matt serving in a dangerous situation
     For all missionaries

     For those who will be involved in our short term mission trips (Mexico in July and one other).
     For people you know who do not know Christ

     For Pastor Jose Torres and Iglesia Presbiteriana Maranata

     For Pastor Balbino Diaz Roa and our sister church, “Vida Nueva” in Temixco, Mexico

[Continue to ask the Lord to lead you to at least one person with whom you could share God’s love and help grow in faith over the next year]

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Benediction: Matthew 28:18-20
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

Key 5:  OFFER God’s gift of NEW Life in Christ to our community 

and the world.

Day 4 The Ambassadors

Opening Sentences: Acts 10:42-43

     “He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
Opening Prayer

     Lord Jesus, I love you. Thank you for dying on the cross for my sins. Thank you for coming into my life as Lord and Savior. Thank you for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life Continue to reign in me and work in me to make me the person you want me to be. Amen.
Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2
     11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13 If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

     16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

    6:1 As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain. 2 For he says, 


"In the time of my favor I heard you, 


and in the day of salvation I helped you." 

I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation. 

Discovery Questions
1. According to verse 14, “Christ’s love ____________ us, because we are convinced that

     one ____________ for all ...”

2. According to verse 15, for whom do we live? _____________

3. Verse 17 says, “if anyone is in Christ, he is a _______ ________________.”

4. Verse 18 says, that God “reconciled ______ to himself through ______________, and

     gave ____ the ____________ of reconciliation.”

5. Verse 19 says, God was reconciling _____ _________ to himself through Christ, not

     counting men’s ___________ against them. And he has committed to us the

     _____________ of reconciliation.”

6. According to verse 20, “We are therefore Christ’s ____________, as though God were

     making his appeal ___________  ____.”

Scripture Reflections
     We have great news to share! Many people seem to think that God is mad at them. God is holy and we know we’re flawed. Sinful. So people assume that God is out to punish them. But the Bible says God wants reconciliation. The desire of God’s heart is for our relationship with him to be restored. That’s why Jesus died on the cross. In Christ, God does not count people’s sins against them. In Christ, we are new creations. The old has gone, the new has come!

     God has given you and me the ministry of reconciliation. He has made us Christ’s ambassadors. He wants us to tell other people the good news, and invite them to be reconciled to God through Christ. What an exciting privilege! 

     So far this week we have focused on the subjective side of the good news. We’ve talked about what Christ means in our lives. But there is an objective side as well. God accomplished something definite through Christ. There a “plan of salvation.” And everything depends on our response to what God has done in Christ.

     Below are four basic, objective truths of the Christian faith. Learn these so you can share them with others as you explain the good news. (Use your 3x5 cards) They should be fairly easy for you to memorize, since we talk about them almost every Sunday in our worship service.

1. God created us for a loving relationship with himself.

Psalm 100:3 “Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.” 

2. We are separated from God by our sin.

I John 1:8 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in

us.”
3. The death of Jesus takes away our sins.

I John 4:10 “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  (Or II Corinthians 5:19 “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them.”)
4. We receive God’s forgiveness in Christ by faith.

John 1:12 “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”

[Note: These truths are explained more fully in the pamphlets, “The Four Spiritual Laws” and “Would You Like to Know God Personally?” Copies of both are available at the church for you to use in sharing the good news with others.]

Prayer

     I am humbled by the honor of being your ambassador, Lord Christ.  What a holy privilege you have given me! What a precious message you have entrusted into my hands! All around me are people who need reconciliation with you     



because they are crushed by guilt and don’t understand your forgiveness in Christ;


because they feel trapped in sin;


because you don’t fit into their world view;


because they are too busy for you;


because they are too proud of their sophistication and intelligence;


because their faith has grown cold;


because suffering has made them bitter;


because they have slipped into despair;


because they seek fulfillment in other things;


because they have never heard the good news of your love.

And you have committed to me the ministry of reconciliation. Give me a passion for people’s souls. Use me to tell them about love, forgiveness, and new life in Christ. Make your appeal through me.

     Lord, I thank you for the privilege of being your ambassador in community with others whose lives have been changed by your love. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us offer your gift of new life in Christ to our community and the world.  

     For “Offer New life” team elders, Bob Burford and Bobby Fleetwood 
     For our missionaries in Uganda, Ken and Lynn Chapman, Brianna and Sophia

     For Lydia and Matt serving in a dangerous situation
     For all missionaries

     For those who will be involved in our short term mission trips (Mexico in July and one other).
     For people you know who do not know Christ

     For Pastor Jose Torres and Iglesia Presbiteriana Maranata

     For Pastor Balbino Diaz Roa and our sister church, “Vida Nueva” in Temixco, Mexico

[Continue to ask the Lord to lead you to at least one person with whom you could share God’s love and help grow in faith over the next year.]

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 


Closing Prayer

[Close with your own words of praise and thanksgiving to God.]

Key 5:  "OFFER God’s gift of NEW Life in Christ to our community 

and the world.

Day 5 The Power Source
Opening Sentences:  John 15:26-27
 "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.  And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning”. 
Opening Prayer
     Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And you will renew the face of the earth. O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy your consolations, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  (from “Walk to Emmaus”)
Scripture Reading: Acts 1:1-12 

     1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

     6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 

     7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

     9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

     10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 

  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city.
Discovery Questions
1. In verse 4, Jesus commanded the disciples, “Do not leave ________________, but wait

     for the ___________ my Father promised...”

2. In verse 5 Jesus promised, “you will be baptized with the __________  _________.”

3. Verse 8 promises, “you will receive ___________ when the Holy Spirit comes on you.”

4. According to verse 8, the disciples were to become witnesses for Jesus “in _________,

     and in all _________ and ___________ and to the  _____ of the ___________.”

5. In verse 12, the disciples returned to _______________.”

Scripture Reflections
     We are the Lord’s witnesses. Ambassadors for Christ. Do you feel a bit overwhelmed by that? I do. For we cannot accomplish this great ministry by our own strength. But thank God, we don’t have to. Verse 8 tells us that God has given us the Holy Spirit for that very purpose.

     I don’t like to brag, but I have converted as many people as Billy Graham and Bill Bright put together. Do you know how many people that is? Zero. I can’t convert anyone. Neither can you. That’s the Holy Spirit’s job. Remember, “no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.” (I Corinthians 12:3) We can witness in our words and deeds, but only the Holy Spirit can change a heart.

     Yet the Lord’s amazing promise is that if we will make ourselves available to the Holy Spirit, he will work through us. Through us! And he keeps that promise. You are a believer today because someone made herself or himself available to the Holy Spirit and witnessed to you. Someone taught a Sunday school class or preached a sermon or told you about Jesus at the dinner table or said something on the radio or in print, and the Holy Spirit used that to introduce you to Jesus. You fell in love with him, and your life is changed for eternity. Now the Holy Spirit wants to do the same thing through you. “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;” Jesus says, “and you will be my witnesses.”

     So the key to effective witnessing is to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Simply make yourself available to him. Invite him continually to fill you. Live as he leads you. Keep growing in Christlikeness. And let the Holy Spirit use you in whatever ways he chooses. You will find your life filled with incredible power, and the results in the lives of others will be astounding. There is nothing more joyful than being used by the Spirit to bring someone to Christ.

     The Holy Spirit gives us the power to be Christ’s witnesses. And just where are we to witness? Jesus told the first disciples to start in Jerusalem and go to the ends of the earth. Since the disciples were in Jerusalem, Jesus was saying, “Start where you are and branch out from there.” 

     Those are our marching orders, too. We start where we are. East Orange County is our “Jerusalem,” and we are first to be witnesses here. God is using Woodbury and other churches to transform our community, one person at a time. I’ve often said that if someone lives in our community and never receives God’s love in Christ, that’s between that person and God. But if someone lives in our community and never hears about God’s love in a credible, winsome way, that’s between us and God. This is our Jerusalem.

     But our mission field doesn’t stop at the county line. We, too, are to go to the ends of the earth. We, too, are to make disciples of all nations. That’s why we support long term missionaries and go on short term mission trips. Maybe you will be led to go on a mission trip soon. It is a great experience. We will talk about that more tomorrow.

Prayer

[As you pray this prayer, take time to meditate on the Scriptures in parentheses, which talk about the work of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life.]

Lord Jesus you promised that the Father would give the Holy Spirit to all who ask.

     (Luke 11:13 “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your

     children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those

     who ask him!”) 

I long to be filled with your Spirit every day. 

     (Ephesians 5:18  Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be

     filled with the Spirit.)
Your Spirit instructs me in everything I need to know, even the deep things of God. 

     (John 14:26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my

     name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to

     you.
     I Corinthians 2:10 ... The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.)
The fruit of the Spirit makes me more like you,

     (Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,

     goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.)

and life in the Spirit keeps my ways pure.

     (Galatians 5:16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the

     sinful nature.)

The gifts of the Spirit equip me to serve you. 

     (I Corinthians 12:7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the

     common good.)

The fellowship of the Holy Spirit makes me part of your family and lets me know I am your child.

     (Romans 8:16  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's

     children.)

The strength of your Spirit enables me to be your faithful witness.

     (Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you

     will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of

     the earth.") 
So pour out your Spirit on me, Lord. Drench me until I drip.

     (Acts 1:5 “For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with

     the Holy Spirit.”) 
Never let me do anything to break your Spirit’s heart.

     (Ephesians 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were

     sealed for the day of redemption.)
Rather, burn like a flame within me.

     (I Thessalonians 5:19 Do not put out the Spirit's fire;)

Let me walk in the Spirit today and all my life.

     (Galatians 5:25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.)

Use me, Lord, however you see fit. I am yours. I pray in your holy name. Amen.

Key 5:  OFFER God’s gift of NEW Life in Christ to our community 

and the world.

Day 6 All the Earth

Opening Sentences:  Acts 13:47 
For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “’I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”
Opening Prayer [You may sing or say this prayer]

     Father, we love you, we worship and adore you. Glorify thy name in all the earth. Glorify thy name, Glorify thy name. Glorify thy name in all the earth.

     Jesus, we love you, we worship and adore you. Glorify thy name in all the earth. Glorify thy name, Glorify thy name. Glorify thy name in all the earth.

     Spirit, we love you, we worship and adore you. Glorify thy name in all the earth. Glorify thy name, Glorify thy name. Glorify thy name in all the earth.
Scripture Reading: Ps 96:1-13
     1 Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 2 Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 3 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

     4 For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the Lord made the heavens. 6 Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 

     7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of nations, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts. 9 Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 

     10 Say among the nations, "The Lord reigns." The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity. 

     11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it;

12 let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; 13they will sing before the Lord, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his truth. 

Discovery Questions

1. Verse 1 says, “Sing to the Lord, ______ the earth.”

2. Verse 3 calls us to “Declare his glory among the _____________, his marvelous deeds 

     among _______  _____________.”

3. According to verse 5, “All the gods of the nations are __________; but ____ ________

     made the heavens.”

4. Verse 10 tells us to say among the nations, “_____ _______  ________.”

Scripture Reflections

     God’s love is for all people. He is not a narrow God. He is no mere tribal deity. He is Sovereign Lord of the universe, and his love is universal. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) God loves the world, not just a few nations or races, not just the people on these continents but not on those. God loves the world. 

     Christ’s sacrifice is for all people. In Revelation 5:9-10 we hear the heavenly creatures sing this song to Christ, “You are worthy ... because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”
     And the Lord commissioned us to take the good news of his love to all the world. “Go and make disciples of all nations.” (Matthew 28:19) “You will be my witnesses ... to the ends of the earth.”
     In obedience to Christ, members of Woodbury have gone as missionaries to China, Guatemala, Spain, Morocco, Uganda, Mexico and other places. In fact we have established a long-term relationship with the Presbytery of Morelos in Mexico, to help them plant new churches. Since 2002 we have been partnering with the Vida Nueva Church in Temixco, Mexico.  You will have the opportunity to go on a mission trip this year. It is a wonderful experience. But as important as those who actually go are those who support the trips financially, with materials and logistics, and especially with prayer. Those who “send” missionaries are as important as those who go. Please be constantly praying for the church’s mission trips.

     I believe all churches should be involved in world mission, but I know beyond doubt that our church is supposed to be. Let me share with you a personal experience. In the summer of 2000, nine members of our congregation went on a mission trip to Spain and Morocco. As we were getting ready to come home, I found myself praying a prayer that shocked me. “Lord, do you want me to give up being a pastor and become a full-time missionary?”  

     The answer I received was perhaps the clearest message I ever heard from the Lord. He said, “No, you will do more good for the kingdom by going home and building a strong, sending church.” (I assumed he was talking about Woodbury.) And so in the power of the Holy Spirit, we are his witnesses in East Orange County and to the ends of the earth.

     As a result, we have brothers and sisters whom we can call by name on five continents! It is so easy for churches and for Christians to get so caught up in their own little bailiwicks that they forget how immense God’s love is. When we do that we become narrow and self absorbed. But God’s love is for all people. So he calls us to “declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.”

Prayer

     Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens and covers every crevasse of the earth. Thank you for making me part of your global family. 

     I pray for my brothers and sisters around the world. Help them to be strong, and bless their witness where they are, that through them others might come to you. [Think for a moment about fellow Christians you may know in other counties and pray for them by name.]     

     I pray for missionaries who serve you far from their homes. Give them comfort and courage, and use them for your glory. (Pray for Al Stahl and his family in Spain, “Big Ed” Shuster in China, Oscar Gonzalez in Mexico, all of whom have worked with Woodbury in mission.)

     We pray for Elder Randy Simpson and the “Global Missions” committee of Central Florida Presbytery, and all the exciting mission work going on in this presbytery.

     Lord, I thank you for the privilege of being your ambassador in community with others whose lives have been changed by your love. I ask your blessings on those at Woodbury Presbyterian Church who use their spiritual gifts to help us offer your gift of new life in Christ to our community and the world.  

     For “Offer New life” team elders, Bob Buford and Bobby Fleetwood 
     For our missionaries in Uganda, Ken and Lynn Chapman, Brianna and Sophia

     For Lydia and Matt for serving in a dangerous situation     
     For those who will be involved in our short term mission trips (Mexico in July and one other).
     For people you know who do not know Christ

     For Pastor Jose Torres and Iglesia Presbiteriana Maranata

     For Pastor Balbino Diaz Roa and our sister church, “Vida Nueva” in Temixco, Mexico

[Continue to ask the Lord to lead you to at least one person with whom you could share God’s love and help grow in faith over the next year.]

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Benediction: Matthew 28:18-20
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

Bonus Key
“Material Possessions”

Day 1

Opening Sentences: James 1:17

     Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
Opening Prayer (Go ahead, sing it!)
     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here, below; Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 8:1-20 

     1 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers. 2 Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 4Y our clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 

     6 Observe the commands of the Lord your God, walking in his ways and revering him. 7 For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land--a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; 8 a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 9 a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills. 

     10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you.  17 You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." 18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. 

       19 If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. 20 Like the nations the Lord destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the Lord your God.
Discovery Questions

1. Verse 3 teaches us that a person “does not live on ___________ alone, but on every

     ________ that comes from the mouth of God.”

2. Verse 10 tells us, “When you have eaten and are satisfied, __________ the Lord your 

     God for the good land he has ____________ you.”

3. According to verses 12-14, when you are prosperous there is a danger that “your heart 

     will become __________, and you will ___________ the Lord your God.”

4. In verse 17 we read about the risk of saying to ourselves, “____ power and the 

     strength of ______ hand have produced this wealth for _____.”

5. According to verse 18, who gives the ability to produce wealth? _______________

Scripture Reflections
     What do we have that is not a gift? Perhaps you worked hard for the things you have, and that is commendable. But who gave you the capacity to work? Of course you studied and practiced and developed your skills. But who gave you your talents? Who gave you the aptitude to learn?  Verse 18 reminds us that it is God who gives us the ability to produce wealth. And verses 7-9 tell us that God provides the natural resources we need for everything we have or make. You may have built your own house, but where did you get the lumber? God made the trees. You might cook your own dinner, but God created both the corn and the cow! Every good thing comes from God.

      So this passage calls us to praise God for our material possessions. Life is more joyful when we remember that it is a gift. Food is tastier when we remember that each morsel is provided by God’s loving hand. Our homes are brighter and cozier when we bear in mind that they are tokens of the Father’s tender care.

     Look at the beauty of the world around you. Think of the comforts you enjoy. See how all your needs are graciously supplied. Then praise the Lord.

Prayer

     Thank you, gracious God, for bringing me into a good land --a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey;  a land where bread is not  scarce and I lack nothing.

     I thank you for the beauty and the bounty of the natural resources around me.

     I thank you for the fragrance of the breeze and the power of the ocean.

     I thank you for the skills, talents and abilities you have given me. Especially...

     I thank you for the ability to read your word.

     I thank you for plentiful food -- enough to share.

     I thank you for shelter, for warmth in winter and cool refreshment in summer.

     I thank you for amazing modern conveniences, like cars and computers and...

     I thank you for the ability to work with my mind and my hands.

     I thank you for the joy I find in thanking you!

     Never let me forget your goodness. Never let me become arrogant, as though I had accomplished anything without you. Never let me stop praising you.

     For you are the giver of every good gift. Help me to enjoy and to use every gift you give in ways that please and honor you.

     I thank you for the privilege of worshipping you with others who love you seek you. I ask your blessings on those who use their spiritual gifts to support the ongoing work of Woodbury Presbyterian Church

     For the Elders on our “Support” Team, Mike Pellegrini and Donovan Underwood
     For the nominating committee: Suellen Golden, Sue Zimmerman, Donovan Underwood and Julie Pellegrini
     For our church treasurer, Donna Schmitt, and those who help with our stewardship

     
ministry: Cleo Dunkley, Ruby Prasad, Steve Rentz, Mike Pellegrini


Jean Clark, Gay Hutter, Donna Schmitt

     For our Administrative Team, Joe Golden and Mike Hutter
     For Harold Betteridge, our Sexton*.

     For those who volunteer to maintain our building and grounds


Harold Betteridge and all those who help with work days.

     For our church secretary, Dahana Nieves
     For our New Building Committee Mike Pellegrini, Courtney Crossgrove, Bruce Chartrand, 

          Mike Hutter, Pat Pinder, Bob Carden, Cindy Mitchell, 

    For Capital Funds Campaign to build new Sunday school and fellowship space 
    For Bob Buford and Bob Strong who oversee our website, www.WoodburyPres.com. 

Thank you for their diligence. Let their ministry be rewarding and may they see and enjoy the results of their service.

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Continue to pray for your friends who do not know Christ. Remember to pray for at least one person with whom you could share God’s love and help grow in faith over the next year. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Closing Prayer (I Chronicles 29:10-13)

"Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting. 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power 

and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 

for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. 

In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 

 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.”

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*A “Sexton” is the person who cares for the buildings and grounds of the church.

Bonus Key
“Material Possessions”

Day 2

Opening Sentences: Matthew 6:19-21

     "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Opening Prayer

     Almighty God, who feeds the raven and clothes the lilies of the field, forgive me for every worry I have ever had, and teach me to trust in you through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Scripture Reading: Luke 12:13-34
     13 Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 

     14 Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" 15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 

     16 And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, `What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 

     18 "Then he said, `This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."' 

     20 "But God said to him, `You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 

     21 “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God." 

     22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes.  24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 26 Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 

     27 "Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it.  30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 

     32 "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Discovery Questions

1. In verse 15 Jesus tells us that a person’s “life does not consist in the ___________

     of _________________.”

2. Verse 20-21 point out the foolishness of “anyone who stores up __________ for

     ____________ but is not __________ toward ___________.”

3. According to verse 32, why should you not be afraid? _______________________

4. In verse 33 Jesus counsels us to “Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out,

     a ________________ in ______________ that will not be exhausted.”

5. According to verse 34, “where your ______________ is, there your ___________ 

     will be also.

Scripture Reflections

     A certain millionaire was determined to take his wealth with him when he died. So he converted all his assets to gold bullion and arranged for it to be placed in his casket with him. Sure enough, when he reached the pearly gates, he was dragging the sack of gold behind him. St. Peter was astonished and said to the man, “No one has ever brought anything with him from earth before! Let’s see what you’ve got.” Peter opened the bag, pulled out a gold brick and said, in a puzzled tone of voice, “You brought pavement?”

     Much of what we cherish in this life is meaningless in heaven, and many things we minimize have eternal value. In our reading today Jesus told a parable about a man who thought he had it all, but in the end his wealth was worthless. He was “rich in things, but poor in soul.”

     It is sobering to realize that, in terms of material possessions, most of us are richer by far than the man in the parable. He had no telephone or TV, no car or air conditioner. What do you suppose he would have paid for any one of those? In fact, most of us are richer than the vast majority of people on this planet. Americans control about 80% of the world’s resources. If you have three meals a day, you are rich by global standards. Compared to Bill Gates or Donald Trump we may consider ourselves down and out, but in contrast to much of the world, we are well-to-do.

     But are we rich towards God? That is the key question.

     I Timothy 6:17-19 says, “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”

     Paradoxically, when we try to cling to wealth, we impoverish ourselves. When we are generous, we become rich.

     Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” For years I misunderstood that verse. I thought it meant that if we want to know what is really important to us, all we have to do is check our check books. Where do you spend your money? That’s where your heart is. 

     True as that may be, it isn’t what Jesus said. He did not say, “where your heart is, there your treasure will be,” but “where your treasure is, there your heart will be.” Where do you want your heart to be? Invest your treasure there and your heart will follow. Do you want to be rich towards God? Then, Jesus says, use the wealth he has given you for godly purposes.

Prayer

[In the left hand spaces below, write down 5 material possessions for which you are thankful. (Your home, car, food, stocks, computer, stereo, “toys” tools etc.) Thank God for each of these. Then dedicate each of them to God and, in the spaces to the right, write down how you can use each possession for godly purposes.]
     _______________   _______________________________________

     _______________   _______________________________________

     _______________   _______________________________________

     _______________   _______________________________________

     _______________   _______________________________________

     Lord I thank you for these and other gifts. I dedicate them now to you. Use them in whatever ways you desire to accomplish your loving purposes on earth, to bring joy to the lives of your people and to bring glory to your name.
Closing Prayer (I Chronicles 29:10-14)

"Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting. 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power 

and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 

for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. 

In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 

 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.

But who am I, and who are my people, 

that we should be able to give as generously as this? 

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.”

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
[Note: This week let’s meditate on I Timothy 6:17-19. Get a 3x5 card. Let’s start with verse 17, and we’ll build from there.

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. (I Timothy 6:17)] 

Bonus Key
“Material Possessions”

Day 3

Opening Sentences: Matthew 6:24

     "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money”
Opening Prayer (You may say or sing the following prayer)

Lord, you are more precious than silver. Lord you are more costly than gold. Lord, you are more beautiful than diamonds, and nothing I desire compares with you.
Scripture Reading: Luke 19:1-10  

     1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

     5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

     7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.'" 

     8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 

     9 Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."
Discovery Questions 

1. Verse 1 tells us that Zacchaeus was “a chief tax collector, and was ______________.”

2. In verse 8, after Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus, he said, “Look Lord! Here and now 

     I give _______ of my ________________ to the poor ...”

3. In Verse 9, Jesus declared, “Today ________ has come to this house.”

Scripture Reflections

     Once there was a monk who owned a priceless gem. A merchant met the monk and desperately wanted the stone for himself. When the monk learned of the man’s desire, he gave him the stone. The merchant eagerly accepted the gift, thanked the monk and went on his way. A few days later the merchant came back to return the jewel. “Do you no longer want the stone?” the monk asked.

    “No,” replied the merchant. “Now I want something even more precious.  I want that which enabled you to give the stone away.”

     In our Scripture reading today Zacchaeus found something more precious than silver and gold. Zacchaeus came to know God’s love in Jesus Christ. And that changed him. Zacchaeus became the little man with a big heart.

     Zacchaeus did not try to give his life to Jesus but keep his wallet for himself. Every aspect of his being became dedicated to Christ. His generosity was an outward sign of the change that had taken place within.

     This is what Jesus meant when he said “Today salvation has come to this house.” Zacchaeus did not buy his salvation by giving his money away. Instead, his new found generosity was tangible proof that Zacchaeus was a changed man. He was under new management.

Prayer

[In the left hand spaces below, write down 5 more material possessions for which you are thankful. (Your home, car, food, stocks, computer, stereo, “toys” tools etc. List different items from the ones you have already listed.) Thank God for each of these. Then dedicate each of them to God and, in the spaces to the right, write down how you can use each possession for godly purposes.]
     _______________   _______________________________________

     _______________   _______________________________________

     _______________   _______________________________________

     _______________   _______________________________________

     _______________   _______________________________________

     Lord I thank you for these and other gifts. I dedicate them now to you. Use them in whatever ways you desire to accomplish your loving purposes on earth, to bring joy to the lives of your people and to bring glory to your name.
     And Lord, I ask you to teach me more about generosity. Teach me to give as freely as I receive. Teach me to give like you give. 
     I thank you for the privilege of serving you with others who love you seek you. I ask your blessings on those who use their spiritual gifts to support the ongoing work of Woodbury Presbyterian Church

     For the Elders on our “Support” Team, Mike Pellegrini and Donovan Underwood
 For the nominating committee: Suellen Golden, Sue Zimmerman, Donovan Underwood and Julie Pellegrini

     For our church treasurer, Donna Schmitt, and those who help with our stewardship

     
ministry: Cleo Dunkley, Ruby Prasad, Mike Pellegrini


Jean Clark, Gay Hutter, Donna Schmitt

     For our Administrative Team, Joe Golden and Mike Hutter
     For Harold Betteridge, our Sexton*.

     For those who volunteer to maintain our building and grounds


Harold Betteridge and all those who help with work days.

     For our church secretary, Dahana Nieves
     For our New Building Committee Mike Pellegrini, Courtney Crossgrove, Bruce Chartrand, 

          Mike Hutter, Pat Pinder, Bob Carden, Cindy Mitchell, 

    For Capital Funds Campaign to build new Sunday school and fellowship space 
    For Bob Buford and Bob Strong who oversee our website, www.WoodburyPres.com. 

Thank you for their diligence. Let their ministry be rewarding and may they see and enjoy the results of their service.

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Continue to pray for your friends who do not know Christ. Remember to pray for at least one person with whom you could share God’s love and help grow in faith over the next year. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Closing Prayer (I Chronicles 29:10-14)

"Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting. 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power 

and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 

for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. 

In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 

 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name But who am I, and who are my people, 

that we should be able to give as generously as this? 

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.”

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen..”

Bonus Key
“Material Possessions”

Day 4
Opening Sentences: Leviticus 27:30

     "A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.”
Opening Prayer

     Lord I rejoice in the things you have been teaching me and the ways I have grown closer to you as I pray and read your Word each day. Plant your truth deep in my heart. Give me absolute openness to you. Put within me a burning desire to apply your Word to my life, that I might become more like you. I pray in Jesus name. Amen.     

Scripture Reading: Malachi 3:6-12 

      6"I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you," says the Lord Almighty. 

     "But you ask, `How are we to return?' 

     8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, `How do we rob you?' 

     "In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the Lord Almighty. 12 "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the Lord Almighty.

Discovery Questions

1. According to verse 8, how do people rob God? “In _________ and ______________.”

2. In verse 10 God says, “Bring the __________ tithe into my storehouse.”

3. In verse 10 God says, “_________ me in this.”

4. In verse 10 God promises to “throw open the ________________ of heaven and pour

    out so much _________________  that you will not have enough room for it.”

Scripture Reflections

     God takes tithing seriously. Not only does he strongly say that failure to tithe is robbing him, he even invites us to put him to the test on this one issue.

     Why is tithing so important to God? It certainly isn’t because he needs the money. As he says in Psalm 50:12, “If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it.” No, I believe it’s because God wants to bless us. He wants to throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour his bounty on us. But first he wants us to remember that our life does not consist of the abundance of our possessions. First he wants us to become rich toward him. First he wants us to put him first. Tithing is a way we put him first in our finances.

     So what exactly is a tithe? By definition a tithe means 10%. Christian tithing means giving 10% of our income to God’s work through the church.

     Some people try to view the tithe philosophically. They say, “God wants me to give 10% back to him, and he lets me keep the other 90% for myself.” I disagree. As Christians we have dedicated our whole lives to Christ. Everything we have is from him and for him. I believe we dedicate 100% of our goods to God, and use all of it in whatever ways  please him. He wants us to use 10% to support his work through the church. That’s the tithe. He wants us to use another percentage to provide food, clothing and housing for ourselves and our families. He wants us to use another portion for savings or other charities. He wants us to use some of it just to enjoy life. Remember I Timothy 6:17 says that God “richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” But all we have belongs to God.

     Now for two practical points. First, some people ask if they should tithe before or after taxes. I never argue that point. I tithe before taxes because I believe the tithe is the first 10%. However, I’m willing to let people put God to the test on that one. If you’re not ready to tithe before taxes, start by giving 10% of your income after taxes have been taken out. I’m confident that you will be so blessed by tithing that before long you will change your mind.

     Second, I know people who are tithers now, but they were not able to start tithing immediately after they understood what the Bible teaches on this subject. Instead they put together a 5 year plan. They increased their giving by 2% every year until they reached a tithe. In some cases, they kept on going to 12% or 14%. That shouldn’t surprise you. One thing you will quickly learn about tithing: You can’t outgive God.

[In the following space, write down your weekly income.  ____________________
Now calculate what 10% of your weekly income would be. _________________

Now write the amount you give to God’s work through the church each week. ________

Does your giving equal a tithe? If not, what would you have to do to become a tither?

_________________________________________________________________

What steps could you take to achieve that goal? _____________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Prayer

     Father you taught us to ask for daily bread, yet you provide us with so much more. Clothing, shelter, and so many luxuries in this temporary life. Thank you for these gifts. Give me grace and wisdom that my possessions my never posses me. Never let me become ensnared by them or seek fulfillment in them alone.

     Thank you even more for the rich spiritual blessings you have given me in Christ: the joy of worship in your presence, the fellowship and support of brothers and sisters who love me, the forgiveness of sins, your wisdom in Scripture, the sure hope of eternal life. All these gifts you have given me. Teach me how to give.

     I thank you for the privilege of growing in my faith with others who love you seek you. I ask your blessings on those who use their spiritual gifts to support the ongoing work of Woodbury Presbyterian Church

     For the Elders on our “Support” Team, Mike Pellegrini and Donovan Underwood
     For the nominating committee: Suellen Golden, Sue Zimmerman, Donovan Underwood and Julie Pellegrini

     For our church treasurer, Donna Schmitt, and those who help with our stewardship

     
ministry: Cleo Dunkley, Ruby Prasad,Mike Pellegrini


Jean Clark, Gay Hutter, Donna Schmitt

     For our Administrative Team, Joe Golden and Mike Hutter
     For Harold Betteridge, our Sexton*.

     For those who volunteer to maintain our building and grounds


Harold Betteridge and all those who help with work days.

     For our church secretary, Dahana Nieves
     For our New Building Committee Mike Pellegrini, Courtney Crossgrove, Bruce Chartrand, 

          Mike Hutter, Pat Pinder, Bob Carden, Cindy Mitchell, 

    For Capital Funds Campaign to build new Sunday school and fellowship space 
    For Bob Buford and Bob Strong who oversee our website, www.WoodburyPres.com. 

Thank you for their diligence. Let their ministry be rewarding and may they see and enjoy the results of their service.

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Continue to pray for your friends who do not know Christ. Remember to pray for at least one person with whom you could share God’s love and help grow in faith over the next year. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Closing Prayer (I Chronicles 29:10-14)

"Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting. 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power 

and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 

for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. 

In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 

 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name But who am I, and who are my people, 

that we should be able to give as generously as this? 

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.”

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen..”

[Let’s add the next verse to our passage for meditation, I Timothy 6:17-18 Get your 3x5 card. “17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.”]
Bonus Key
“Material Possessions”

Day 5
Opening Sentences: II Corinthians 8:9

     For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 
Opening Prayer

     I am amazed, Lord, at the ways you are working in me, making me more like your Son. I fall more deeply in love with you daily. What joyful surprise do you have for me today? Teach me, Lord, and draw me closer to you. In Jesus’ name. Amen.     

Scripture Reading: II Corinthians 9:1-15
     1 There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the saints. 2 For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action. 3 But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be. 4 For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we--not to say anything about you--would be ashamed of having been so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given. 

     6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: 

"He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; 

his righteousness endures forever." 
10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

     12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
Discovery Questions

1. Verse 5 encourages a “_________ gift, not one _____________ given.”

2. Verse 6 remind us of this: “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap _____________, and

     whoever sows generously will also reap ____________________.”

3. According to verse 7, each one “should give what he has ______________ in 

     his ___________ to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion.

4. Verse 7 says “God loves a ____________ ___________.”

5. Verse 11 says, “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be ___________

     on every occasion.

6. In verse 15, what do you think Paul means by God’s “indescribable gift?” _________

Scripture Reflections

     The Bible sure talks a lot about money! The hardest part of writing six devotionals on this subject was choosing which passages to explore. As a matter of fact, today’s reading is only the second half of a longer discussion of giving, found in II Corinthians 8 and 9. The Bible talks so much about money because our view of money is a spiritual matter. It’s a matter of the heart.

     Today’s reading contrasts two different attitudes toward giving. Some people give grudgingly, out of a sense of duty or compulsion. How tragic. Such people condemn themselves to miserly misery. Others give generously, with cheerful hearts. For them, giving becomes a source of joy.  Further, they are a delight to God, for God loves a cheerful giver. Don’t misunderstand. Of course God loves the misers, too. But I think he feels sorry for them. For God is a generous God. God is a giving God, and it delights him when his children imitate that part of his character.

     The Greek word which is translated “cheerful” in verse 7 is hilarios. It is the root of our word “hilarious.” God loves a hilarious giver! A hilarious giver is one who is excited about what his gift will accomplish. A hilarious giver is one who is thrilled to use her wealth to express her gratitude to God. A hilarious giver knows that generous sowing leads to generous reaping. You can’t outgive God. It occurs to me that a hilarious giver would sit in church saying, “I wish the pastor would hurry up and finish this sermon so we can get to the offering!”

     I’ve heard people say that you should give until it hurts. They’re wrong. The Bible says you should keep giving until it feels good!

     Verse 7 tells us to give what we have decided in our hearts to give. We should notice two things about that. First, we decide with our hearts, not just our minds. Giving is about loving. Giving is about gratitude. Giving is a response to God. Second, we decide with our hearts. That is, we determine how we are going to give, and we follow through. Giving from the heart does not mean we give according to our whims. It does not mean we give as the mood strikes us. We decide to give, we just decide with our hearts.

     Let’s decide to be hilarious givers.

Prayer

     Lord I thank you for the joy of generous giving. You have entrusted me with resources that can be used to change people’s lives. The hungry can be fed. The Gospel can be spread. Children can be taught about your love. People can learn of your wisdom. Jubilant music and praise can fill the air. Cheerfully I offer all I have to you. Use me for your glory.   

[Pray for the celebrations and concerns on the church prayer list. Confess any sins of the last day, thank God for his forgiveness in Christ and ask for the power to reform. Continue to pray for your friends who do not know Christ. Remember to pray for at least one person with whom you could share God’s love and help grow in faith over the next year. Pray about other matters you want to bring before God.] 

Closing Prayer (I Chronicles 29:10-14)

"Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. 

In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 

 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? 

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.”

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

[Let’s add the last verse to the passage we’re learning, I Timothy 6:17-19. Get your 3x5 card. 17”Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”]
Bonus Key
“Material Possessions”
Day 6

Opening Sentences: Psalm 96:8

     “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts.”

Opening Prayer

[Pray the Scripture reading as your opening prayer.]

Scripture Reading: I Chronicles 29:10-20
     10 David praised the Lord in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, 

"Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting. 

11 Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power 

and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 

for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 

12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. 

In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 

13 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 

     14 "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. 15 We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. 16 O Lord our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. 17 I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things have I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you. 18 O Lord, God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep this desire in the hearts of your people forever, and keep their hearts loyal to you. 19 And give my son Solomon the wholehearted devotion to keep your commands, requirements and decrees and to do everything to build the palatial structure for which I have provided." 

     20 Then David said to the whole assembly, "Praise the Lord your God." So they all praised the Lord, the God of their fathers; they bowed low and fell prostrate before the Lord and the king.
Discovery Questions

1 In verse 12 David says to God, “Wealth and honor come from ______________.”

2. In verse 14 David reiterates, “Everything comes from _______, and we have given you

     only what comes from _________ _______.”

3. According to verse 17, God tests the _________ and is please with ______________.

4. In verse 17 David says, “And I have seen with ______ how ____________ you people 

     who are here have given to you.”

5. In verse 18 David asks God to “keep this ______ in the hearts of your people

     ____________, and keep their hearts _________ to you.”

Scripture Reflections

     Today’s passage sums up many of the wonderful truths we have learned this week. Wealth and honor and everything we have come from God. Giving is a matter of the heart. It is a way that we demonstrate our loyalty to God. Generosity leads to joy.

     This passage is also one of the most beautiful prayers of praise ever written, and with these words God’s people have magnified his name for three thousand years. So we come, full circle, to the place where we began: Worship. As we discovered the first day we started these devotions, we were made to worship God. Now you have nearly completed this booklet, but I pray that your devotional life has just begun. Mine has. 

     After today’s devotional you will find suggestions on how to continue to have meaningful daily devotions. Keep growing in your faith.

     “In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:4-6)

Prayer

[For a few minutes, browse through this booklet and remember some of the various prayers and spiritual exercises we experienced together. Select one of them that you found helpful and repeat it for your prayer time today.]
PLEASE BE SURE TO TURN IN THE STATEMENT OF COMPLETION AND EVALUATION FORM ON PAGE 110.

The Next Step

     You have begun and continued the excellent habit of spending daily time with God by reading the Scripture and praying. One of the main purposes of this booklet was to help you establish that habit so that you will continue it. I want to suggest four resources to help you move forward from here.

     The first resource is, of course, the Bible. For the last six weeks you have been reading Scripture passages as they have been printed on these pages. Now you can read from the Bible itself. Select a book of the Bible and read a chapter from it every day. The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John) are a good place to start. Or you might try one of the shorter “Epistles” in the New Testament, like Colossians or Philippians.

     If you would like to have “Scripture Reflections” to go along with your reading, I recommend the notes in the Life Application Bible. This is a very good and popular study Bible and can be purchased at almost any Christian bookstore. The translation we have been using is the New International Version.

     You would probably find it helpful to write two or three of your own “Discovery Questions” for each passage you read, just as a way of highlighting some important points in the reading. And by all means, KEEP MAKING THOSE 3x5 CARDS! Select a meaningful verse or two from your reading each week, and continue to meditate on and memorize God’s Word.

      The second resource is this booklet itself. Over the last six weeks we tried several different approaches to prayer. We meditated on the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments. We contemplated the vision of heavenly worship in Revelation 4. We imagined ourselves in the upper room when Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. We confessed our sins using the words of Psalm 51. We prayed together historic prayers that have nourished the people of God for centuries, like the “Te Deum Laudamus,” the “Gloria Dei” and the “Peace Prayer” of St. Francis. Select the spiritual exercises that were meaningful to you, and do them over and over again. Or adapt them to suit your purposes.

     After some time passes, you may decide to use this booklet again for your daily devotions. No doubt you will find new insights as these Scriptures become more familiar to you.

     A third resource, especially as a guide to prayer, is the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship. It includes a collection of wonderful prayers and a guide for daily morning prayer and evening prayer, as well as many other helps. It can be purchased from Cokesbury bookstores.

     Fourth, the church has produced a devotional booklet on the book of Acts. If you have not already used that booklet, you may want to try it sometime.

     And of course, as time goes by you will develop your own resources and devotional practices that help you stay in close contact with the Lord and keep growing. That is the key.

Please fill out this form and return a copy to the church. It will help us evaluate and improve this devotional guide. More important, you will find it to be a helpful review and a tool for continued growth. Also, this is a basic course in the ACTION Academy. When you turn in this form we will record that you have completed this course.

Statement of Completion
My signature below certifies that I have completed the “5 Keys to Purposeful Living” devotional booklet by reading the Scriptures, offering the prayers and participating in the spiritual exercises contained in this booklet.

___________________________________  ___________________________________

Signature                                                           Name (print)

Evaluation

1. What were some prayers or spiritual exercises that you found particularly helpful? 

     ____________________________________________________________________

2. Which Scripture verses did you meditate on in the last 6 weeks?_______

     _________________________________________ Did you use 3x5 cards? _______

3. What do you plan to do next for your daily devotions? _________________________

4. Did you discuss these devotions with a friend or small group? _________

     If so, how did that prove to be helpful? _____________________________________

     If not, how do you think that might have been helpful? _________________________

5. What improvements would you suggest for this devotional booklet? _______________

     _________________________________________________________________

6. What improvements would you suggest for this as a basic course in Christian growth?

     ________________________________________________________________

7. Would you be willing (with training) to lead a small group discussion on these 

     devotional guides at some point in the future?   ______________________________

Other Comments ________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________ 

Bring to church or mail to:
Woodbury Presbyterian Church





1501 Woodbury Road





Orlando, FL 32828

